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SPORTS NEWS

Maddie’s Medals
 ourth Year pupil and superb
F
swimmer Maddie Crompton has
been selected to represent Team
GB in the European Championships
in Azerbaijan. Competing in the
14-18 age group, she is one of the
youngest in her category.
I n the run up to this competition,
Maddie has also represented
England in the Four Nations
International meet in Italy.
Competing in five races, Maddie
won four Silvers and a Bronze and
was the fastest 15 year old in her
three individual races.
 raining 8-9 times per week,
T
Maddie combines her early morning
swims with working hard to keep
up with her academic studies.

Champions of England
Congratulations to the First XI on their
triumph in winning the National Schools
Hockey Championships for Girls. Their
1-0 win against Cranleigh in the Final
at London’s Olympic Park completed
their journey from Northern to National
champions.
Lauren Hunt scored the only goal of
the game in the first two minutes,
and a brilliant team performance in
a tense match saw the girls win the
title for the first time in Stockport
Grammar’s history. Head of Hockey,
Miss Withington said the girls couldn’t
have given any more:

“Having not seen the trophy in the
north for over 20 years it is an
absolute delight to be crowned
National Champions.”
Captain Meghan Myers was on cloud nine
after their triumph:
“The atmosphere was just amazing.
Great team solidarity and positivity
got us through.
We really stuck together.”
To round off their celebrations,
two of the team were interviewed live
on BBC Radio Manchester and they even
gave the reporter a penalty coaching
session on the school pitches!

Netball Stars
In SGS’s first ever year in the cup, the
U13 netball squad finished second in the
Smile Independent Schools Netball Cup
Final, played in Essex.
Bromsgrove School, Withington Girls’
School and Bedford Girls’ School were
all beaten during the girls’ cup run
before the thrilling 26-23 semi-final
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defeat of Brentwood School secured
their place in the final.
PE teacher Mrs Wilkinson praised
the girls:
“It was an outstanding effort from
the squad. It has been a delight to
work with them over the season.”

She told us:
“I would love to get to the
Olympics one day. I like
winning and really enjoy
going away with the team.
I’ve made friends with
England swimmers from all
around the country, so it’s
really great seeing them at
galas and competitions.”

Sport

Cheshire Cup Winners
A last-second conversion saw the
Rugby U13s lift the Cheshire Cup with
a nail-biting win against St Ambrose
College. Andrew Corcoran’s winning
points added to Seb Walker’s try in
the last play of the game to secure
an amazing 19-18 victory. Earlier tries
scored by Oscar Elvin and Seb set up
the thrilling finale against an excellent
St Ambrose side which the team
had already beaten 36-35 during
the regular season.

The Cheshire Cup was the boys’ second
trophy win of the month after they won
the Birkenhead School Sevens earlier
in the season. Players Max Gilbert and
Seb Walker also received national
recognition when the Independent
Schools RFC selected them for their
Dublin touring squad.
Four older players were also in action
for their county over Easter: Alex
Brooks, Eddie Parry, Josh Doyle and Max
Wood were all chosen for the Cheshire
U15 side who beat Yorkshire and Kent.

Clever
Climbers
The SGS climbing team were
delighted to win bronze and
individual medals in the inaugural
Manchester Schools Bouldering
Competition.
The team of 11 First Year to Sixth
Form climbers finished third out
of 19 in the competition held at
Manchester’s Rock Over Climbing.
Three pupils took home medals
after climbing the tricky routes:
Sam Lavender, gold (KS3 boys)
Nick Dow, bronze (KS3 boys)
Ellen Downs, bronze
(Sixth Form/FE girls)
Earlier in March, climbing coach
Mr Pinder (Vice Chair of Mountain
Training England) took adventurers
below the Peak District on a
fantastic five-hour potholing trip
where the team went deep
into 10 miles of usually out-ofbounds passages.
Pupils scrambled, swam and
squeezed their way through the
caves. As well as potholing for the
first time, they also learned about
the geology and hydrology of the
Peak and Speedwell systems.

Semi Finalists
The Rugby First XV’s brilliant NatWest
Schools Vase run finally came to an end
at the semi-final stage following defeat
at Allianz Park.

The team emerged wet and tired
from their afternoon underground,
having had an unforgettable
adventure.

The boys led the game against Seevic
College 16-6 at half-time before
eventually succumbing to a second-half
comeback which saw the Essex side win
43-25 to reach the final.

Ski trip
This year’s ski trip took place
in Austria’s most extensive ski
resort. This was SGS’s first
visit to the area and the group
experienced a stunning resort,
perfect weather, blue skies and
pistes with plenty of snow in
excellent condition. About half the
group were beginners and they
made rapid progress whilst the
more experienced skiers tackled
more challenging routes. In the
evenings the group went iceskating, bowling and to the ski
show, enjoying an action packed
week in a fantastic resort.

Despite the defeat, Head of Rugby
Mr Corbett said the squad could be
proud of their tremendous achievement:
“It was a great experience
for the boys to play in such
an important game at a
superb venue, and it’s one
that they’ll all learn from
and take positives from.
The team has worked so
hard this year to produce
what has been one of the most
successful seasons for a First XV
at SGS - scoring more points and
tries than any other Stockport
Grammar team on record.”
Tom O’Mahony received individual
recognition for his performance in
the match from schools rugby website
In at the Side, who named him in their
team of the day.
Follow us on twitter @stockportgs
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The Arts

Artists Exhibit
at The Lowry
Pieces by three of the school’s
artists have been displayed at
The Lowry in this year’s Living
Edge School Arts Competition.
The stunning works by Jessye
Persse, Georgia Burns and Rhys
Richards were nominated in the
U18, U16 and U14 categories
respectively.
Although our pupils didn’t take
home the top prizes, having their
art hung at the gallery as part of
this prestigious competition was
a huge honour in itself.

Twisted Tales
Lower School production Twisted Tales
surprised and delighted the sell-out
audience with a new perspective on
some of our best loved fairy tales.
Created by the pupils and Drama teacher
Mrs Moffatt over the course
of a weekend, the show asked whether
we really understood the motivations
of the well-known characters.
Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk,
Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and

The Three Little Pigs all benefited from
the pupils’ comical story makeovers.
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed creating
and performing the show, with Caitlin
Cutts summing up the enthusiasm of the
cast in rehearsals:
“Everybody wants it to succeed,
everybody wants to be a team.
We’re all working together to use
everybody’s ideas.”

Choral concert
Singers in the Chorus and Chamber Choir joined professional
soloists Chorale along with Cheshire Sinfonia for an evening of
choral music at SGS.
Conducted by Peter Stallworthy and school Director of Music
Mr Dow, the concert gave pupils the invaluable opportunity
to work with professional performers and the audience the
privilege of hearing them together.
Mr Dow was delighted with the occasion:
“The concert was a great celebration of choral singing
at Stockport Grammar School. It was a pleasure to
collaborate with musicians from across the Greater
Manchester area to put together such an exciting,
varied and challenging programme.”
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LEt’s
Dance!
Dancers from across the Senior
School showcased a series of
brilliant performances during an
amazing evening of dance.
Over 60 performers took part in
the show, exhibiting the diverse
range of dance that pupils take
part in both in and out of school,
ranging from contemporary ballet
to hip-hop.

Hogwarts comes to SGS
The library hosted their own Harry
Potter Night for pupils across the school,
joining in Bloomsbury Publishing’s first
ever global event celebrating the hugely
popular series.
After stepping through Platform 9¾,
Harry Potter fans found themselves
in a magically transformed, candlelit
library, where they were sorted into their
houses and chatted excitedly amongst
themselves about who might be the
biggest Harry Potter expert.
The four Hogwarts house teams
searched for objects from the wizarding
world in a treasure hunt and wandduelled their way through a game of
Petrified Potters before feasting on
‘Butter Beer’, ‘Bertie Bots Every Flavour
Beans’ and chocolate frogs. Quizzes and
games tested everybody’s knowledge
and saw the houses ardently competing

for the most points, with Ravenclaw
steaming ahead to become the victors
of the evening.
With the Junior School’s Year 5 and 6
classes also experiencing the fun the
following day, teacher Mrs Mercer said:
“A huge thank you to the library
for the Harry Potter party – the
children from my class absolutely
loved it. They returned completely
fired up by the whole event and
haven’t stopped talking about it
all afternoon!”

While some of the routines were
choreographed by school Dance
teacher Mrs Downing, some pupils
also devised their own. Some of
the pupils involved have lots of
experience in performing, but for
others it was their first chance to
take part in a dance show.
Upper Sixth Former Faye
Holleworth loved being part
of the show:
“It’s great that people who
haven’t danced outside of
school have been given the
opportunity to have a go in
lessons. I’m looking forward
to coming back as an Old
Stop and watching more
performances in the
coming years!”

This was just one of many events
hosted by the library throughout
the school year. Poet John Hegley
had visited the week before, and
earlier in the year the school
welcomed author Nick Brown.

Follow us on twitter @stockportgs

5

