
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. I hope you all had a thoroughly enjoyable half term. It was certainly helped 

by the fact that we seemed to have had more sunshine in the past few weeks than we saw over the whole of the summer. I 

found some time to enjoy the beauty of the Peaks with some steep runs up and around Castleton in the Autumn sunshine. 

The children have, as ever, returned full of energy and much has been done already. Along with news of sport and various 

visitors to school, there are a number of articles here to give you a taste of some of the lessons which have taken place 

recently. Y5 took part in an excellent K’NEX workshop just before half term and Y6 enjoyed an Art Day this week (report 

to follow). Pre-Reception clearly continue to keep themselves busy and always manage to have lots of fun. We have arranged 

a Pre-Reception Open Morning for Friday November 24th. If you have any friends with who may be interested in a place for 

their child in our Pre-Reception (for children aged 3-4), further details are available from the school office. This morning was 

our annual Remembrance Assembly and the children were once again reminded what happens on Remembrance Day and 

what it is that we are remembering, before listening to The Last Post and The Reveille either side of the traditional two minute 

silence. Our Head Girl and Head Boy then accompanied me to the Senior School to represent the Junior School at the more 

formal event which takes place in the Main Hall, attended by numerous Old Stopfordians and our local MP. The calendar for 

the rest of the term certainly looks full and I look forward to seeing you at some of the events in the lead up to Christmas. 

Next Friday is Children in Need Day and all of the children are invited to take part. As ever, we are not looking for parents to 

buy costumes or go to any trouble, we just want the children to join in and have some fun on a spotty theme! 

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 13th November AJIS Rugby Festival @ M Taylors U10 10.00am-2.00pm 

Wednesday 15th November Art Afternoon Y1 1.00-3.00pm 

Thursday 16th November Trip to Manchester Museum 

IAPS Cross Country 

Football v KSM (H) 

Netball v KSM (H) 

Y3 

 

U10 A-D 

U10 A+B 

9.30am-3.00pm 

12noon-3.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

Friday 17th November Children in Need Day 

Football v NULS (A) 

Hockey v AESG (H) 

 

U11 A+B 

U11 A+B 

 

12.45-5.30pm 

2.15-3.30pm 

Saturday 18th November Manchester Harriers Cross Country  10.00-11.30am 

Monday 20th November Football v Altrincham Prep (A) U8 A-D 1.00-4.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd November Netball v AESG (H) 

Performing Arts Concert Rehearsal 

Performing Arts Concert 

U11 A+B 3.30-5.00pm 

3.00-4.00pm 

4.15-5.15pm 

Thursday 23rd November Nativity Play Rehearsals 

Football v Altrincham Prep (H) 

Hockey v WGS (A) 

EYFS/KS1 

U10 A-D 

U10 A+B 

11.00am-3.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

2.30-5.30pm 

Friday 24th November Nativity Play Rehearsals 

Football v KSC (H) 

Hockey v QSC (H) 

Author Visit 

 

EYFS/KS1 

U11 A-D 

U11 A+B 

R-Y4 

11.00am-3.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

1.30-2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science, Naturally! 

Y6 investigated ‘natural selection’ 

by discussing Darwin’s Finches. 

They went on to look at beaks 

from different birds to decide 

whether or not the shape of a 

bird’s beak affects the type of food 

it can eat. After making their 

predictions, the children were 

presented with different seeds and 

fruits along with different tools to 

act as beaks.  

 
They then set to work against the 

clock to gather as much food as 

they could! We all decided that we 

wouldn’t want to eat poppy seeds 

with chopsticks or be a poppy 

seed eating bird with a long pointy 

beak!  
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Lest We Forget 

In their Humanities lesson, Y2H discussed why we have Remembrance Day and the 

children thought about their own special memory. Then they made their own poppy, 

ready to wear for the Remembrance Assembly which took place earlier today. 

 

  



  

KS2 Writing Competition 

In Malala’s Magic Pencil, the young Malala dreams about all the 

changes she would make to the world if she had magical powers. 

Puffin are inviting all KS2 pupils to write about one change they 

would make to the world if they had a magic pencil…  

When Malala was a child in Pakistan, she wished for a magic pencil 

that she could use to redraw reality. She would use it to give gifts to 

her family, to erase the smell from the rubbish dump near her house 

and to sleep an extra hour in the morning. As she grew older, Malala 

wished for bigger and bigger things. Her right to attend school was 

threatened – just because she was a girl. She saw a world that needed 

fixing. So instead of a magic pencil, Malala picked up a real one.  Soon 

Malala realised that, when you find your voice, every pencil can be 

magic. 

 

The winning writer will receive a large canvas print from Malala’s 

Magic Pencil, a trophy to display with pride in school and a 

collection of inspiring books for the school, with themes of social 

justice, empathy and standing up for what you believe in, worth 

£250, plus 40  specially engraved ‘Malala’s Magic Pencil’ pencils for 

the winner’s class. 

What would you change? 

Why would you change it? 

How would you improve the world? 

 
In no more than 200 words, write about ONE change that YOU 

would make to the world if YOU had a magic pencil… 
Visit www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/penguin-schools to download 

your entry form. All entries must be hard copies, sent via your 

child’s class teacher, and the deadline for entries is Friday 15th 

December 2017.  The winner will be announced in February 

2018.  

 

 

 

 
 

Policy Updates 

There is a range of policies and procedures available on 

the website which provide information on the way in 

which the School operates. 

http://www.stockportgrammar.co.uk/about/policies/ 

Policies are reviewed and updated on an annual basis and 

listed below are some of the key policies which have 

recently been approved by governors. Policies and 

procedures are supported by topics covered in our 

pastoral curriculum. 

Anti-bullying policy  

Junior School Anti-bullying procedures 

Junior School Policy Document for Behaviour 

Safeguarding Policy 

Additional guidance on the operation of the Complaints 

Procedure, together with the number of complaints 

handled at the Formal Stages during the last three 

academic years, may be obtained from the School by 

request. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils Have a Voice 

24 of our pupils attended the first School Council 

meeting of the academic year just before half term. Our 

Head Boy and Girl, eight House Captains and 14 elected 

form representatives met with Mr Milnes to discuss ideas 

relating to lunchtimes, the playground and clubs. There 

were some great ideas which the school will now look 

into. 

 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Rayyan Fadahunsi, Ophelia Smith, Mila Yeung, Ella Shivraj, Charles Hall, Jessica Storey, Aaban Armughan, George Hartley, Jacob 

Thorburn, Isabella Hughes, Joshua Hughes, Georgiana Hallam, Oliver Dutton, Jessica Lewis-Gill, Ted Deans, James Pullen, 

Connie Sibthorpe, Joshua Muamba, Samarth Varma, Kai Jenkins, Deen Chowdhry, George Byrne, Aimee Dignan, Kingsley 

Arthanayake, Jack Warren, Luke Warren, Olivia Cartwright, Grace Warburton, Frazer Assheton-Smith and Ashley Bennet. 

Prescription Medication 

If your child requires prescription medication during the 

school day, please drop the medicines at the medical 

centre situated in the Senior School, (by main hall steps) 

where the medicines can be safely stored and dispensed 

at the prescribed time. This will give you an opportunity 

to meet our nurses and discuss any concerns you may 

have regarding your child. Medicines can then be collected 

at the end of the school day.   

 

SPA Christmas Fair: Help and Donations 

We have been delighted with the level of support for this 

year’s fair but we would still appreciate more help, 

particularly from Years 3 and 5. Donations for the 

various stalls, particularly the ever-popular bottle stall 

and the chocolate tombola, will be welcome and can be 

brought in to school at any time between now and the 

fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://comm.education.co.uk/educationcompany3lz/lz.aspx?p1=051405143S486&CC=&w=9244
http://comm.education.co.uk/educationcompany3lz/lz.aspx?p1=051405143S486&CC=&w=9244
http://www.penguin.co.uk/puffin/penguin-schools
http://www.stockportgrammar.co.uk/about/policies/


  

Y5 Have Designs on the Future 

Our Y5 pupils demonstrated their teamwork and 

programming skills at a K’NEX workshop which was 

delivered by STEMworks scientist, Simon Kettle, just 

before half term. At the start of the day, the boys and girls 

were split into groups and given the task of designing and 

building a fairground model that was controlled by a 

computer program. Our pupils constructed their own 

carousels or Ferris wheels using K’NEX equipment, 

allowing them to experiment with structures, gears and 

other mechanisms whilst modelling their design. After 

being shown how to use the software, our children wrote 

their own programs which made the models move, play 

music and have lights flashing. 

 
The day provided an excellent insight into how computer 

programming influences our daily lives and links into our 

pupils’ Computing and Design Technology work. 

James Petch had a great time at the workshop: “It was a 

really fun day as we got to work as a team and experiment 

with equipment we haven’t used that much before. There were 

lots of different things to do and the programming was a bit 

of a challenge. I was working with two of my best mates, Sean 

and Leon, so we separated the jobs up and it made it easier.” 

Ezinwa Uraih agreed: “Working with Tejiri and Alexa was fun 

and we enjoyed being creative with all of the different parts 

and programs,” whilst Tejiri Urhobo commented: “I 

enjoyed the programming bit the best and it was great that we 

had lots of ideas and designs in our heads.” 

 
STEMworks scientist Simon Kettle said: “I was delighted to 

work with the pupils; they were so excited about being able to 

build and write a program. They worked really well together 

and created some fantastic rides.” Our boys and girls also 

learnt how so many products today are controlled by 

computers and were inspired to think that they could be 

a designer or engineer in the future.” 

 

Bon Appetit 

Last term, our Y6 children enjoyed some tasty French treats as 

part of their Modern Foreign Languages lessons. Y6C brought 

in French food and items as a reward for presenting their 

speeches. 

Our girls and boys tucked into tasty croissants and pain au 

chocolat after listening to their fellow pupils talk about their 

trips across the English Channel and how they acquired some 

of their wonderful Gallic items. Tres bien! 

 

 

Something to Smile About 

Our pupils in Y2 and Y4 listened to a talk about looking after 

your teeth by Anne Jepson from the Community Dental 

Service (Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS 

Foundation Trust). 

 

 
 

Anne talked about how we have two different sets of teeth 

during our lives – deciduous (baby) and permanent (adult) 

teeth – and how sugary foods and drink affect our oral health. 

She covered terms such as bacteria, plaque, acid and decay and 

finished by talking about the best way to brush your teeth. 

 

 

http://www.stemworks.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stockportgrammar/photos/pcb.1594690243932936/1594689680599659/?type=3


  

 

Reception Give it Some Welly 

Our Reception children enjoyed another exciting welly 

walk at the end of last term when they took a little trip 

around Davenport village. They were excited to find lots 

of autumn leaves after Storm Ophelia! There were so many 

different coloured leaves, sticks and pine cones to discover 

and, of course, our children had lots of fun playing in the 

piles of leaves! 

 

Children in Need Reminder 

Next Friday the children will once again be taking part in the 

‘Big Spotacular’. On November 17th, children may swap one 

item of their uniform for something spotty in exchange for a 

donation to Children in Need. Older children may also get 

creative and find ways to turn parts of their uniform ‘spotty’ 

(without, of course, ruining their uniforms!).   

 

A Visit to the Bakers 

Pre-Reception children have been learning all about bread 

following our Harvest Festival celebration. This sparked a visit 

to our local bakery. The children were able to buy their own 

bread roll and a variety of fillings, so that they could make a 

sandwich to eat for their snack. 

 
Making a sandwich generated lots of talk and independence, 

but by far the best bit was eating it! 

We then made our own bread hedgehog together with spines 

that the children took home to eat. 

 
Ella Shirav caused some giggles when she told the class her 

daddy’s joke that it wasn’t a hedgehog but a bredgehog! 

 

Y5 & 6 Boys’ Hockey Festival 

 
Well done to the boys who have been attending Hockey 

practice each week so far this term. They enjoyed their first 

tournament together this week, playing 6 matches and 

improving their match play with each game. After a draw 

and a couple of losses against strong opposition, it was great 

for them to finish with a 2-0 win against Pownall Hall. 

 

SPA Christmas Fair 

You are warmly invited to come along and enjoy the SPA 

Christmas Fair on Saturday 25th November, 11am 

- 3pm. The SPA have a fantastic day planned with some 

exciting stalls for early Christmas shopping opportunities, 

as well as the traditional tombola, Santa’s grotto, 

refreshments and fun stalls for children.  

If you would like to help out with any part of the day, the 

SPA are always grateful of assistance and can be contacted 

on spa@stockportgrammar.co.uk   
 

 

mailto:spa@stockportgrammar.co.uk


 

A Tasty Lesson in Y3 

As part of their work on ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory’, children in Y3H have been designing their own 

chocolate bars. Some delicious sounding inventions were 

created, including: 

Lola’s Chameleon - an explosion of colour    

Ted’s Chocolate Fudge Swirl Bar 

Melika’s Spooky Halloween Bar 

Stanley’s Deano’s Delight 

Evelyn’s Bubble Pop Explosive Surprise 

Maya’s Maya’s Gold 

Zahira’s Tiger Tap 

Ava’s Scrumptious Fudge Marshmallow Chocolate Bar 

and Alfie’s Wonka’s Golden Snitch 

 
The children then had a go at persuasive writing and even 

filmed their own TV commercials to advertise their 

delicious treats! 

 

 

 

 

 

Can You Help? 

We have been contacted by one of our parents, Mrs 

Ullah, to see if we can help. She is currently collecting 

old pound coins to raise money for the Annisa 

Foundation http://www.anissafoundation.org/ which 

assists widowed women and orphaned children. Sadly, 

her young cousin passed away recently, leaving her son 

Bilal, aged seven, an orphan and so she is looking to raise 

money for children such as Bilal. If anyone has any old 

pound coins at home which you would be happy to 

donate, please bring them into the school office.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.anissafoundation.org/

