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NEWSLETTER 
 

15th February 2019 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. Two days of glorious sunshine have brought a lovely end to the first half of 

term and what has been another fantastic couple of weeks. Chinese New Year was followed by ‘Safer Internet Day’, which 

brought another opportunity to focus on the positives as well as the negatives of the internet. We have organised a session for 

parents on Monday 25th February at 6.00pm (details below) and I encourage all parents to attend. In an exciting new project, 

the children will also be given an opportunity to engage with a team from a creative agency to examine in greater detail the 

issues surrounding the use of technology. We also want to engage with parents so that, at the end of the process, we have 

something which will help us all navigate our way through the complexities of modern life. This week brought a real treat with 

the visit of explorer, Mark Wood (www.markwoodexplorer.com). Apart from having a great story to tell, Mark was a very 

warm and engaging speaker with plenty of quick-fire quips to keep the adults entertained. We look forward to following his 

adventures over the coming weeks. The past few weeks have flown by and now half term is here. I wish you all a busy/restful, 

quiet/noisy, sunny/snowy break (*delete as appropriate) and we look forward to seeing the children back on the 26th. 

 

The Weeks Ahead 
Tuesday 26th February Spring Term Resumes 

Netball v AESG (A) 

 

U10 A+B 

8.40am 

3.00-5.30pm 

Wednesday 27th February Visit to St George’s Church 

Rugby v CHS (A) 

Y2 

U11 A+B 

10.00-11.00am 

2.45-5.30pm 

Friday 1st March Football Festival @ Etihad Stadium 

Football v KSC (H) 

Netball v Lady Barn (H) 

U11 

U11 A-E 

U11 A+B 

9.00am-1.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

2.30-3.30pm 

Monday 4th March Gala (boys) v APS (H) By Invitation 4.00-5.00pm 

Wednesday 6th March World Book Day 

Football v CHS (A) 

Class Pieces 

House Netball 

Rugby Festival 

 

U9 

Y3 

 

U11 

 

3.00-5.00pm 

3.00-3.30pm 

3.30-4.30pm 

Timings TBC 

Thursday 7th March AJIS Hockey @ UCLan 

Class Pieces 

U11 

Y4 

Timings TBC 

9.30-10.00am 

Friday 8th March Rugby v St Bede’s (A) U11 A 1.00-4.00pm 

 

Celebrating Chinese New Year 

Our pupils celebrated Chinese New Year last 

week by taking part in a range of creative activities. 

In Pre-Reception our boys and girls painted their 

names in Chinese letters, created dragon 

decorations, dressed in traditional Chinese outfits 

and used chopsticks to pick up rice and noodles. 

Our Reception children demonstrated their 

artistic skills with bright and colourful artwork as 

they learnt about the zodiac and the animals which 

represent the year they were born.  They heard 

the story ‘The Great Race’ and did their own writing 

to describe what had happened. Our children had 

a go at doing some Chinese writing, making money 

wallets and a fantastic lantern for display in the 

classroom. Our Y1 children made a Chinese 

dragon during their RE lesson. Y2 children were 

lucky enough to get a visit from Dylan and Zoe’s 

parents who came in to tell the children all about 

Chinese New Year. They talked about how it is 

celebrated and that children in China get a whole 

month off school for the celebrations! Our 

children learnt the story of how the years are 

named after animals, how the houses have to be 

cleaned and children receive money in red 

envelopes. Red is seen as a lucky colour and 

everywhere is decorated in red. They spoke to our 

children about the firework displays and the best 

bit was Mr and Mrs Lai presented the children with 

a gift bag with a book mark, a fortune and a red 

envelope containing a gold coin.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.markwoodexplorer.com/


  

Back in Time to Play 

 
Our children in Y2 have recently enjoyed playing with 

traditional toys in their Humanities lessons, including 

Carousels, Kaleidoscopes, Jack-in-the-Box, Spinning Tops, 

Flicker Books and Ball and Cup. 

Zain Thorn observed: “They were better than the toys these 

days because they didn’t hurt the environment much.” 

News from the Pool 

A resounding win for our swimmers at a recent home Gala 

saw our team finishing with a score of 234 to Westholme’s 

172. Thank you to all our swimmers who took part and to 

the parents for supporting the event. We look forward to 

seeing you all again on the 13th March for our Gala against 

KSM.  

 

Y1 Weave Their Way Through History 

Our Y1 children went back in time on their trip to Quarry 

Bank Mill last week. They had a tour of the Apprentice 

House where they learned about a boy called Thomas and a 

girl called Margaret, who once lived there. Our children 

learned what their day would have been like, where they 

slept and the medicines they would have used if they were 

ill. 

 
Our children had an opportunity to see how weaving used 

to be done and learned the origins of the word ‘heirloom’ as 

they saw how one of the first looms worked.  

 
After this, they enjoyed a textile workshop, where they 

extended their knowledge of materials, a topic they have 

been covering in Science. They sorted fabrics and carded, 

weaved and spun wool on a spinning wheel. George 

described the wool as ‘slender’ as it twisted into yarn and 

Susie said ‘I feel like an olden days girl’. Several children fell 

asleep on the bus on the way back to school, the sign of a 

really busy school trip! 

 

 

Reception Let Down Their Hair 

After reading Rapunzel and admiring her long hair, RC made 

their own bread plait. 

 
They enjoyed mixing the dough and then tasting the bread 

once it had been cooked.  

 
 

Safer Internet 

On Monday 25th February there will be a parents’ 

information evening on the use of social media, its potential 

abuse and tips to help support children and teenagers to 

have safer online experiences. The event will take place in 

Hallam Hall at 6pm and is likely to last for about an hour; it 

will be led by Ineqe, the company who run our Online Safety 

Centre. Parents of pupils in all year groups are invited to 

attend and further information will be emailed later this 

week. Please follow the link below for more information 

about Ineqe whose Chief Executive Officer is Jim Gamble, 

former head of CEOP (Child Exploitation & Online 

Protection agency). 

About | Ineqe Group Ltd 

 

 

https://ineqe.com/about/


  

A Happy Birthday To… 

Tom Woodside, Chloe Harmer, Annabelle Blakeley, Shawn Paul, Ava Anderson, Faris Latif, Haris Latif, Noor Farooq, Shiyuan 

Yang, Habiba Khalid, Lola Ferris and Olivia Lee. 

Staying Safe in Cyber Space 

Our pupils marked Safer Internet Day with a 

range of engaging activities last week, focused on 

staying safe when online. 

In Reception, our boys and girls watched ‘Buddy 

the Dog’s Internet Safety Story’. The Twinkl 

created resource, which focuses on the safe use 

of tablets and smartphones, helps teach young 

children how to use the internet safely via Ben 

and his pet dog Buddy. The story initiated 

discussions about key online safety issues, such 

as not talking to strangers online, and there was 

a catchy song that helped reinforce key safety 

messages.  

 
In a similar vein, our Y1 children read online 

safety story ‘The Adventures of Smartie the 

Penguin’. The story followed Smartie’s 

adventures as he learned how to be safe on the 

internet and covered issues such as pop-ups, in-

app purchasing and cyberbullying. 

 
In Y2 our pupils got creative as they worked in 

pairs and used iPads to make short films about 

how to use the internet safely. 

Our Y3-6 children used the day to discussed 

how to make use of the internet safely and, 

within their PSHE lessons, considered topics 

such as how to make friends online, how to keep 

your information safe and what to do if you are 

worried. 

 
  

Bringing Stories to Life in Pre-Reception 

Our Pre-Reception boys and girls have been reading ‘The Gingerbread 

Man’ this half term and learning about the well-known folktale. 

On the first day, they stirred, kneaded, rolled and cut out the dough as 

they made their gingerbread men and, on the following day, they looked 

at ways for the gingerbread men to get across the river without being 

eaten by the fox! 

 
Our ingenious children built rafts and bridges and painted stones for 

their edible creations to leap across and counted beads for gingerbread 

decoration. 

 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/


  

Y3 Have a Lot on Their Plate 

Our Y3 pupils have been learning all about 

healthy foods and food groups this half term. 

Some well-balanced plates of food were created 

at home and brought in for display. They looked 

so appetising and realistic that it left everyone 

feeling hungry and ready for lunch! 

 
The topic included an exciting lesson making 

their own pizzas. Our children were able to 

choose from a variety of toppings and were also 

shown how to use knives safely. Our pupils 

certainly had a lot of fun designing their pizzas 

and could not wait to get them home for a Friday 

night pizza treat!   

 

 

 

Explorer Mark Wood Enthrals Our Children 

Polar explorer and adventurer Mark Wood mesmerised our children 

during two captivating talks as he visited the school ahead of his latest 

expedition. Mark, who served in the British Army and the Fire and Rescue 

Service, has been on expeditions that have reached the Magnetic North 

Pole and the Geomagnetic North Pole and has completed solo 

expeditions to both the Geographic North and South Poles. 

The Coventry native is passionate about educating pupils about the 

environment and global warming and took the fascinated audience on a 

journey of his life as an explorer. 

He told our boys and girls what being in temperatures of minus 50 

degrees felt like, spoke about the physiological effects of being alone in 

the vast expanses he visits, how he is keen to get people of all ages to 

understand their environment and what they can do to help and gave us 

his three tips on surviving on the expeditions he went on: Fuel – eat hot 

food, such as porridge, to warm yourself from the inside out; Clothing – 

dress for your surroundings; and Movement – keeping the blood pumping 

around the body. 

Mark offered anecdotes about how he lost his (white) iPod in the snow, 

showed videos demonstrating the vastness and harsh conditions he faced 

and spoke about the animals, such as polar bears and penguins, he 

encountered on his travels. 

When talking about his first climb up Mount Everest, Mark told a moving 

story about how he had a tough decision to make 200 metres from the 

top. When one of his guides took ill, with the other already abseiling 

down the world-renowned landmark and his friend’s feet frozen, he had 

to decide whether to reach the summit himself or head back down the 

mountain. After asking our children what they would do, he revealed that 

getting everyone home alive was the priority and that he then helped 

carry the guide down to safety. 

Mark encourages people to follow four principles: Respect Yourself, 

Respect the Environment, Think Differently and Have Fun. He has been 

inspired by explorers such as Neil Armstrong, Edmund Hillary, Ernest 

Henry Shackleton and Robert Falcon Scott, who have all been prepared 

to push beyond the ordinary. He also made clear that successful 

expeditions do not happen by chance and he is a keen follower of the 

Scouts motto ‘Be Prepared’.   

His next challenge is ‘Expedition 8848’ which will link three explorers with 

approximately 1.6 million students around the globe, creating the most 

extreme classroom on earth, as they attempt to summit Mount Everest. 

 

Giant Expectations in Reception 

After reading Jasper’s Beanstalk, our Reception 

children planted their own beans. They wrote 

instructions about how to plant a bean and then 

enjoyed following them. Our children are 

excited to see what is at the top of their 

beanstalk. Some children even think they will be 

climbing up their beanstalk to look for giants! 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Wheely Good Designs in Y2 

Our Y2 boys and girls have had a busy term designing and making 

their own vehicles. From the very start they have carefully planned, 

looked at and investigated vehicles.  They have looked at axles and 

their mechanisms and even staff cars. Following on from this, they 

designed their own vehicles, trialled them and using their methods of 

adaptations to improve them. Look out! You never know but the 

Designer of Year to come could be a current Y2 pupil! 

 
 

 

 

Relaxing in Y3 

Continuing their learning on the theme of mental 

health, our Y3 pupils participated in a Yoga session 

this this week.  

 
All of the children were very enthusiastic and 

excited to give it a go and it proved to be a most 

relaxing and beneficial lesson. 

 
 

 

 

Arena Singers Have Their Young Voices Heard 

43 of our excited children took part in the ‘Young Voices’ concert at 

the Manchester Arena on Wednesday night. Our singers joined a vast 

choir for tunes including Rachel Platten’s ‘Fight Song’, ‘We Are the World’ 

by U.S.A. For Africa and hits from Disney film Moana and musical The 

Greatest Showman. 

 
It was an amazing experience for our boys and girls to have their voices 

heard at a world-renowned venue and they also enjoyed being treated 

to a performance by Spandau Ballet singer Tony Hadley! 

 
 

 
 

 

Academy Football 

A squad of 8 boys from Y5 ventured to 

Manchester City’s Etihad Academy Complex for a 

seven-a-side tournament.  They played really well 

in the first round, winning four, with one draw and 

one loss. This was enough to take them through 

to the semi-finals.  Unfortunately, they were 

beaten in the semis but they put up a good fight 

and played some great football. 

 
 

 


