
 

  

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. It’s been quite a week or two, as the following pages make clear. Many 

congratulations to Miss Pepper on the birth of baby Annabelle and also to Mrs Woodrow, who gave birth to a baby girl on 

Wednesday afternoon (having finished school on Tuesday!). Many congratulations also to our athletics team for some fantastic 

performances this week at the AJIS tournament which includes independent schools from a wide area. All of our children 

made their respective finals, with a number gaining medals, most notably Darcy Breen, who set a new high jump record. Y3 

had a lovely time in Grasmere, with a proper introduction to Lake District weather as we all sat under the flimsy cover on 

our boat eating our sandwiches in the driving wind and freezing rain! Fortunately, the weather picked up which allowed us to 

see and then appreciate our beautiful surroundings. The Infants had their swimming gala this week and it was lovely to see 

everyone enjoying their time in the pool and also to see how well their swimming is progressing. Y6 have been visiting 

Stockport this week as part of their local history studies, taking in both Staircase House and the Hat Museum. The end of 

term is fast approaching, of course, but there is still plenty more to come. We have our House Music Final on Wednesday 

morning and a Performing Arts Concert the following week. There is, as ever, lots of sport taking place, with Infant and Junior 

Sports Days. Please support our SPA by helping out with refreshments (see below). Of particular significance to the children 

(and, of course, their teachers), we have our ‘Move Up Afternoon’ on Monday, when all of the children, along with the children 

who will be joining us in September, find out who their new teacher is going to be. As you can see, there is still plenty of 

excitement to come!  

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 19th June Induction Day 

Move Up Afternoon 

Y6 

All Classes 

11.30am-3.30pm 

1.00-3.30pm 

Tuesday 20th June Class Pieces Y5 2.50-3.30pm 

Wednesday 21st June House Music Final 

Cricket IAPS 6-a-side (H) 

New Parents’ Evening 

 

U11 

9.00-10.30am 

1.00-6.00pm 

7.00-8.00pm 

Thursday 22nd June Rounders v KSM (A) U10 A+B 2.15-5.00pm 

Friday 23rd June Cricket v NULS (H) 

Infant Sports Day 

U11A 

Nursery-Y2 

1.00-4.00pm 

1.30-3.00pm 

Monday 26th June Key 103 Boot Camp 

Rounders v Lady Barn (TBC) 

Performing Arts Concert 

 

U10 A+B 

8.30-9.30am 

2.30-5.00pm 

4.00-5.00pm 

Tuesday 27th June Charity Day   

Wednesday 28th June KS2 Sports Day Y3-6 Y5/6 AM  Y3/4 PM 

Thursday 29th June Senior School Speech Day 

Reserve KS2 Sports Day 

 

 

 

Friday 30th June Reserve Infant Sports Day 

Cricket v MGS (H) 

 

U11 A+B 

 

2.00-5.00pm 

 

Eye Spy in Y6

 
‘Recently in our Science lessons, we have 

been learning about light. During one 

lesson we made periscopes. It was 

excellent and intriguing to learn how 

they had been used in the World Wars.’ 

By Shreya Lapsia 

 

Speech Day: Important Changes to School Bus Services 

A reminder that there are some important changes to the School Bus Services on Senior School Speech Day, Thursday 

29th June.  Please refer to the school website or the previous Junior School Newsletter for details. 

Y3 Grasmere Residential 

Y3 have been studying Grasmere in their humanities 

lessons and the trip supported the children’s learning. 

Boarding the boat to cruise Lake Windermere, the 

weather may have been wet but it didn’t dampen their 

spirits! The children were then given a tour of the 

Beatrix Potter attraction and discovered that the 

author used the Lake District as her inspiration and also 

learned about the plants she had grown and then drawn 

in her stories. The children were even given some 

plants to bring back to school! Once in Grasmere, it 

was time to follow a trail around the village to find out 

all about the it and of course to visit… the famous 

gingerbread shop! After a night at Buttarlyp Howe 

youth hostel, the next day brought some sunshine and 

the chance for a walk to see the spectacular waterfall, 

Aira Force. The children enjoyed the fantastic scenery 

and were fascinated by the unusual ‘Money trees’. 
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‘Grasmere’s gingerbread shop is just amazing!’ Savanna  

‘I liked the views of the mountain.’’ Alayna  

‘I loved the boat when we sat outside on the top.’ Freddie  

‘I liked the food in the hostel, it was very delicious.’ Franz  

‘It was really good when we were standing on the bridge looking over the 

waterfall.’ Oscar  

‘The sneaky midnight feast was great!’ Katherine  

‘Grasmere gingerbread was delicious!’ Marleigh 

 



  
Y4 Art Day  

Y4's Art Day took the theme of 'Recycled Art' and the children 

were introduced to the work of the British artists Bruce 

Munro and Jane Perkins, who are both contemporary artists 

producing large scale installations with reference to light and 

reflection (Bruce Munro) and the incorporation of found 

objects into art pieces (Jane Perkins).  

Inspired by the series of pictures of  sunflowers by Van Gogh, 

the children were encouraged to recycle a modern day 

object, a CD and its perspex case, and to begin their own 

collection sunflowers in celebration of Van Gogh's iconic 

masterpiece. Their first CD was transformed into a weaving 

frame and the children worked within a palette of warm 

colours, using different textured yarns, to set up their 

circular weaving frame to form one of the flowers. Sunflower 

seeds were planted in soil, in a clear CD case, so that the 

children could develop a unique line drawing which recorded 

the growth of their sunflower seeds from one day to the next 

and then, once grown, the sunflowers could be planted 

within a CD 'vase' constructed from four assembled and 

joined CD cases. The children were also shown a variety of 

other techniques such as etching and drawing by heating wax 

crayons onto a CD over a heat source, along with the skills 

involved in producing a textural CD line and tonal based 

sunflower in the form of a mandala. Recycling plastic spoons 

to form petals was also explored. It was an action packed day 

and the children listened really well and attacked everything 

with gusto! 

 

Reception Enjoy a Fun Filled Day at Tatton Park 

Our Reception children went on a trip to Tatton Park. 

When they arrived they enjoyed a walk through the 

woods trying to find the Gruffalo. They enjoyed climbing 

on the logs and investigating the area looking for different 

signs of nature. 

After their picnic lunch, they played on the adventure 

playground, thinking of different ways to travel on the 

equipment. Just before they came home, everyone 

enjoyed a delicious treat of a lovely ice cream or ice lolly. 

Our children shared some of their thoughts on the day: 

‘I enjoyed going on the zip wire.’ Eva RH 

‘I went on a wobbly bridge.’ Aaban RH 

‘I went on a walk and found some pine cones.’ Zain RT 

‘I saw a millipede.’ Reese RT 

 

 
 

Sachin’s got the Book Factor 

Sachin Gholkar presented a video for the Book Factor at the Plaza Theatre last 

month, where he summarised the story of Mr P. This was as part of the monthly 

book club he attends in Bramhall with Simply Books. It was an exciting, packed event 

with lots of children presenting books as interviews or reviews. Sachin's video got 

lots of laughs and he was very happy. The authors were also there and spoke to 

the audience about their books. 

More excitement was to follow when Sachin was invited to appear on Blue Peter 

last week, along with several other children, and he has proudly shown his Blue 

Peter badge which he was given on the day.  If you missed the episode, you can 

catch up on the BBC iPlayer. 

 

Sports Days 

Our Infant Sports Day this year is 

on Tuesday 23rd June at 1.30pm, 

with Juniors on Wednesday 28th 

June (Y5/6 AM and Y3/4 PM). 

The SPA will again be providing us 

with refreshments and are asking 

for cake donations to be brought 

into school during the days leading 

up to the events.  If you are able 

to help the SPA serve on the day, 

please contact them directly at 

SPA@stockportgrammar.co.uk 

Any help you can offer is always 

very gratefully received. 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Ethan Sparrow, Charlie Dean, Eva 

Miller, Reese Appleton, Emilia Ryt, 

Thomas Huxley, Saara Gurjee, 

Alexander Powrie, Jayan Jatoi, Finn 

McIllwraith, Sam Hill, Ava Mungall, 

Nuhammad Ali, Clara Zelhof, 

Qasim Quaiyoom, Annie Cooke, 

Hugo Cooke, Tabitha Bloor, Jack 

Rafter, Jessica Ray, Molly Coghlan, 

Joshua Martin, Ben Lavender, Ella 

Hitchen, Alex Canty, Matilda 

Hynes, Alex Bloor, William 

McCluggage, Josh Kitchen and 

Amelia Massey. 

mailto:SPA@stockportgrammar.co.uk


  A Timely Reminder 

Junior School pupils filled a time capsule with their favourite toys, books and school 

mementos and buried it in the school grounds. Boys and girls from Reception to 

Y6 embarked on the project as part of the celebrations marking the centenary of 

the school’s move to the Hallam site. 

In lessons, they talked about what life was like 100 years ago and decided they 

would try and give future pupils a glimpse of life in 2017. Pre-Reception and Infant 

children chose to put photographs of the school uniform, a class timetable and a 

copy of the school prayer in the capsule. Y3 pupils put their thumb print into the 

capsule, while boys and girls in Y4 shared their memories of school trips. 

Toys including a Barbie, Beanie Babies, Lego, a fidget spinner and a Rubik’s cube 

were put into the box alongside books by Roald Dahl and Jacqueline Wilson. 

To illustrate what life is like at school in 2017, pupils put in a school tea towel, a 

whole school photograph, a letter from the Headmaster, a brochure on the history 

of Stockport Grammar School, the school DVD, a school tie and the school teddy 

bear. 

Mrs Hurst, who co-ordinated the project, said: “We would like to suggest that the 

capsule will be opened in 25 years and be then reburied until 2116. We are very proud 

of our school and want to be part of its history and part of the future.” 

 
 

 

Summer Holiday Clubs 

There’s still time to book your 

child’s place in one of the 

various clubs running 

throughout the summer 

holidays.  Booking forms are 

available in the School Office for 

Multi-Sports Week, Activity 

Week, Summer Holiday Care 

and Active Camps.  Places are 

limited so book now to avoid 

disappointment.  

Infant Swimming Gala 

Our Infant swimming gala this week 

provided lots of smiles and great effort 

from the children and fantastic support 

from the spectators. Our children 

were able to show their progression, 

which was very visible on the day, and 

were able to choose their own events 

in the pool, as family and friends 

cheered them on.  Well done to all our 

swimmers and a special thank you to 

the Y6 helpers, who were outstanding. 

Baby Pepper 

Congratulations to Jo Pepper 

and her partner Jason on the 

safe arrival of their new baby 

daughter, Annabelle.  Annabelle 

arrived a few weeks early on 1st 

June, weighing a healthy 6lb 3oz.  

Both mum and baby are doing 

well and we send our very best 

wishes to them all.  

 

Down on the Farm with Nursery  

Our Nursery children were lucky with the weather last week as they enjoyed 

lots of fun at Stockley Farm, seeing all the various animals, learning about how 

to care for them and bottle feeding the lambs and kid goats. A great picnic 

followed and the children ended the day with fun in the play area. 

 
 

 



 

Y2 Hunt for Mini Beasts 

 
Y2 children have been on a mini-

beast walk around our school 

grounds. They talked about habitats 

and micro-habitats and enjoyed 

looking for living things in different 

habitats around the school. They 

looked in trees, bushes and flowers 

and looked under leaves, logs and 

stones. All the children had a great 

time!  

 

Mhairi’s on a Mission 

Mhairi Cole, a recent Old Stopfordian and the 

daughter of our Music teacher, Mrs Cole, is 

planning an exciting and life-shaping Gap Year in 

Africa and needs your help.  

“I have just finished Upper Sixth and am currently 

in the process of taking my A2 exams in Maths, 

Geography and Classics. Despite it being thirteen 

years ago now, I can still remember my first day in 

the Junior school, sitting on the floor, having the 

register taken - the first of many mispronunciations 

of my name! A lot of things have changed since then 

and Stockport Grammar has helped to shape me 

into the person I am today.  Having being accepted 

to do a gap year Action Team programme with BMS 

World Mission, I will be teaching English to children 

in pre-schools and education projects in Guinea, 

Arica. Although a challenge, it’s a challenge I’m keen 

to take on and to see the impact it could have on so 

many people’s quality of life. As expected, I need to 

raise money towards the costs of going overseas to 

be able to do such incredible community work. If you 

would like to donate, or to see any more information 

about the year and BMS, visit my Just Giving page 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mhairi-cole 

 

 
 

 

Y3 Go Star Gazing 

Our Y3 children were invited to the Senior 

School this week to a Planetarium 

presentation and were keen to share all that 

they had discovered about the planets. 

‘I learnt about the constellations and how stars are 

joined up to make a bear!’ Adrian  

‘We found out what it looked like inside Jupiter’s 

moon.’ George  

‘We found out where to look for the plough. There 

are four big craters on the moon that make a face 

shape.’ Rahul  

‘The sun will eventually destroy the earth but not 

for 5 billion years!’ Jason  

 

 

Jumping for Joy at AJIS Athletics 

Our athletics team arrived at Stanley Park, Blackpool with great hopes 

and lots of promise for the biggest event of the season. The boys started 

on the track with the girls getting the day going on field events. The boys 

did a great job with all of them winning through their heats to qualify for 

finals. Best track finish for boys came from Ben Lavender, who ran in a 

fast final 50m to finish 4th in the 600m race. The girls did a good job with 

many of them achieving a season’s best result: Charli Barnett and Darcy 

Breen in high jump and Niamh Bentley in long jump. A fantastic silver 

medal winning performance came from Aimee Reynolds despite it not 

being her best jump of the season. The afternoon meant a switch in 

events, with the girls moving onto the track and the boys competing in 

the field. Although there were excellent throws from Ben Lavender and 

Remi Fadahunsi, they didn’t quite achieve medal positions. Reis Patel 

showed consistency in his long jump performance to achieve a well-

deserved silver medal. On the track our girls dominated the 600m, with 

Darcy Breen and Charli Barnett winning their events, Darcy with a 

comfortable lead and Charli with a thrilling sprint to beat her opponent 

on the finish line. Both Y5 boys’ and Y6 girls’ relay teams fought hard to 

achieve a finals place. The boys finished 6th overall and the girls 4th.  

Most notable performance of the day came from Darcy Breen who had 

the whole stadium in raptures when she destroyed the existing AJIS high 

jump record and set a new best of 1.40m. 

A fantastic achievement for all of the children, to represent themselves, 

their families and their school with such endeavour and positivity. 

 

Y6 Local History 

‘Yesterday Y6 went on a local history 

trip around Stockport.  First, we went 

to Staircase House where we learnt 

about how it had been developed, 

what the people did there and who 

owned it.  We then went to where the 

original Stockport Grammar School 

had been and then to the Hat 

Museum.  We learnt how hats are 

made, how the materials were made 

and how fast they were made. We 

also made felt!’ William McCluggage 
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