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Welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter this term. It is, as always, great to see the children back and bringing the 

school to life. There has been the usual happy buzz of excited children throwing themselves into the wide range of activities 

on offer. We have had visits from brass, woodwind and string teachers to encourage them to try out new instruments and 

we have enjoyed hearing them play (especially playing the hose pipe!). It was good to welcome the Senior School House 

Captains on Wednesday, all looking very smart in their house ties. We also had a visit from our two LAMDA teachers, Mrs 

Bates and Mrs Marston, who came to present certificates to the many children who had been successful in their exams at 

the end of last term. There is now a large number of children involved in LAMDA and achieving a very high standard. 

Congratulations to all those who received their certificates this week. Y5 had a fantastic time at the Hollowford Centre 

earlier this week. I very much enjoyed visiting on Tuesday and the chance to go on a night hike in the driving rain! I was 

thoroughly impressed both with the centre and with the way in which the children just had a go at everything. Our plan is 

to take them somewhere a little more adventurous still next year and then, as they move up through the Senior School this 

process will continue so that they will be well ready for DofE expeditions by the time they reach Y10. My thanks to all the 

staff who contributed to such an enjoyable trip. It is clear from this newsletter that everyone has had a great start to the 

term. If you have not had a chance to see the new layout in our Pre-Reception (our new name for the nursery), pop in to 

see as it looks fantastic. Finally, if you are visiting us for our Open Morning, a very warm welcome and we hope that you 

enjoy your morning with us.  

The Weeks Ahead 
Wednesday 20th September Trip to The Lowry Y2 8.45am-1.00pm 

Friday 22nd September Trip to Chestnut Centre 

Netball v KSM (A) 

Football AJIS Cup 

Y1 

U11 A+B 

U11A 

9.00am-3.00pm 

2.00-4.45pm 

Times TBC 

Saturday 23rd September Football 7 a side @ KSM 

Manchester Harriers Cross Country 

U11 10.00am-12noon 

10.00-11.30am 

Wednesday 27th September Harvest Festival 

Hockey v Lady Barn (A) 

Football v Lady Barn (H) 

All 

U11 A+B 

U10 A-D 

 

3.30-5.30pm 

4.00-5.00pm 

Friday 29th September Artful Playground 

Netball & Football v The Grange (A) 

R-Y2 

U11 A-C 

9.30-11.40am 

1.00-4.30pm 

Saturday 30th September Hockey v CHS, AESG & Westholme 

@ CHS 

U11 A+B 9.15am-12 noon 

 

 By Royal Appointment 

 

Y6 pupil Nancy Dawkes was lucky enough to meet HRH Prince Harry during his recent Manchester visit to see sports 

coaches who are supported through their training by the Prince’s Royal Foundation. Nancy, who plays for all-girls FC 

Bluestars in Didsbury, was lucky enough to have a chat with the Prince. He shook her hand, and asked her where she played 

football and if she liked using the training facilities at the City ground. He also wanted to know who her favourite team 

was. (Manchester City, of course!) 

 

Netball Club 

We currently have Paul 

Harper from Tameside 

Netball Club providing free 

coaching for Y5 & Y6 girls in 

the Senior School Sports 

Hall on Thursdays from 

6.00-7.00pm, for anyone 

keen to improve their 

netball to club standard. 

We also encourage our Y3 

& Y4 girls to improve their 

netball skills through 

Tameside Netball Club’s 

‘Development Pods’ held 

on Saturdays (9.00-10.00am 

for Y3, 10.00-11.00am for 

Y4) at Alderley Edge School 

for Girls. The cost of these 

sessions is £3 each. 

 

Holiday Care 

Booking Forms are now 

available for October half 

term Holiday care from the 

school office.  Book early 

to secure your place 

15th September 2017 

Open Morning  

 
Special Edition 



  

Dancing Star 

 

Y3 pupil Saara Gurjee opened the 

show at this summer’s Centre 

Pointe Annual show, 'A Wonderful 

World' at the William Thomas 

Theatre in Denton.  Saara 

enjoyed the show and performed 

several dances throughout. 

 

 

Sachin Sails to Victory 

Y6 pupil Sachin Gholkar had a great start to 

his summer holidays as he was part of a 

winning team in the Enterprise Boat Race – 

a fantastic achievement as this was a national 

race and some of the other teams included 

members of the GBR national squad! Sachin 

learned a great deal and helped with team 

change overs and so on on the day. It was a 

long, exhausting day, leaving home at 5.45am 

and returning at 11.00pm!  There’s still lots 

to learn and Sachin is keen to see what else 

is out there in the world of sailing. 

 

Stringing Y3 Along 

Miss Ashcroft came over from the Senior School to talk 

to the Y3 children last week about taking cello and double 

bass lessons. She told the children lots of interesting 

information about the instruments and played ‘Happy’ by 

Pharrell Williams. She was then asked by Stanley to play 

Jaws, which left everyone scared!!! The sound of the 

instruments was really low. I liked the cello best. Jonathan Jack  

I think it was really inspiring. Florence Batey  

 

Hair Today… Gone Tomorrow 

(for a very worthy cause!) 

Erin Roberts of Y5 proudly showed 

off her new ‘hair do’ at the start of 

term, after having over 10 inches of 

her locks cut off to donate to the 

Little Princess Trust.  Erin told us 

she felt happy that she was able to 

help poorly children.  

 

 
 

 

 

‘Beautiful’ Reading in Y1  

Y1 were read the book Beautiful Opps, which is a ‘beautiful’ story 

which helps children understand that it is all right to make a 

mistake; in fact, it teaches them to think of it as an opportunity 

to make something beautiful.  

 
As in the story, the children were given a splash of paint on a 

piece of paper and then asked to use their imagination to create 

a picture. The children created some amazing pictures. 

 

Getting Our Houses in Order 

The Senior School House Captains visited a Junior School assembly 

this week and spoke to them about how they were chosen for their 

roles and what co-curricular activities and sports they do. It was 

helpful for the younger pupils to see what can be achieved with hard 

work and dedication and it was great to hear that some of the House 

Captains were in the Junior School themselves a few years ago! 

 
 

Happy Mapping 

Y3H enjoyed a lesson on maps this week. Using 

Play-doh, they were asked to make the shape of 

the UK. It was really tricky! Our children then 

used spaghetti sticks as flag holders to label 

England, Wales, Scotland and London. 

 



  

 

 

 

River Deep, Mountain High for 

Y5’s Castleton Residential 

Our adventurous Y5s have just 

returned from a fantastic three days at 

the Hollowford Centre in the Peak 

District. Over 70 children took part in 

an action packed few days in some 

extremely testing weather and they all 

demonstrated that they had the 

necessary resilience not only to cope 

with the weather, but to excel in the 

activities on offer. All pupils got the 

chance to take part in raft building, hill 

walking, abseiling, caving, zip wire, 

weaselling, high ropes courses and 

team challenge sessions over the three 

days.  All sessions ran day and evening, 

so for some there was an added 

degree of adventure! It was a pleasure 

to see the effort and determination 

shown by our pupils whilst in the 

sessions and we hope they had a 

fabulous time and have taken a lot 

from their experiences this week. 

Here are some of their thoughts: 

Jack Williams 'The high ropes course was 

good but the vines get further and further 

apart and you get a big wedgie.’' 

Holly Batey 'I was the first on the high 

ropes, when I went on the pegs it was 

harder, the vines were harder again. 

When I came down I pretended to be a 

bird.' 

Luca Golden 'At the start on the high 

ropes I felt a bit nervous because people 

were wobbling when they took the first 

step on the bridge. I felt really good at the 

end, people gave me encouragement and 

lots of confidence.’ 
 

 
Hard at Work 

Many of our children have kept themselves busy (or 

perhaps been kept busy) over the summer on all sorts 

of projects. Niamh and Orlagh Bentley brought in a 

very impressive montage based on the Roald Dahl 

story Esio Trot along with an excellent model tortoise. 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club  

This year we have introduced a new Breakfast Club, which 

opens from 7.30am, and is available to all our pupils. The 

children can enjoy a light breakfast of toast, cereals and fruit 

juice whilst under the supervision of our dedicated team. 

 
Email chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk before 5.30pm the 

day before, to secure your place. 

 

 

mailto:chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk


 

A Great Start 

Starting School for the very first time is an exciting time for many of our children.  Our Reception children have enjoyed 

exploring the classroom, building models, playing games, painting and much more in their first week at school. The 

children have all had lots of fun! They have all settled really well and Mrs Coulson and Mr Bowden have been very 

impressed.  

Our Pre-Reception children have settled into their new classroom well. They have had fun exploring resources and 

areas, whilst getting to know some new friends and of course all of the staff. They have been very excited to start our 

Music, French and PE lessons. The children have also had a visit to the swimming pool and the library and even received 

a certificate in the Infant assembly for a great start! Pip the Dog has been a big success and our children are starting to 

look after him and take him under their wings! 

 

 

 

Our Pre-Reception and Reception children share their thoughts on the 1st few weeks at the Junior School. 

Matthew RC ‘My 

favourite thing about 

Reception is playing in 

the courtyard.’ 

 



 

Gaming the Old Fashioned Way  

Our children in Y3 had fun playing traditional games 

like tiddlywinks, scrabble, cat’s cradle, marbles and 

Jack Straws. 

 
 

 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Zayaan Usman, Ariana Coffin, Tom Stockwood, Uzair Malik, 

Qailah Quaiyoom, Damian Bibbins, Tega Oghenetega, Gracie 

Hadfield, Ethan Thomas, Julia Turo, Alayna Ahmed, Roman 

Deans, Lauren Storey, Darcey Appleton, Caitlin Hill, Elise 

Muthappan, Jack Dyson, Lucas Henry and Harry Cook. 


