
Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 
  Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. I am just back from a Head’s conference where our theme was being 

inspirational and aspirational (which doesn’t just mean breathing in and breathing out!). There is certainly plenty in this 

newsletter to show that the children are inspired to take part in a wide range of events and activities, and inspired by the 

places they go and the people that they meet; clearly they also aspire to great things. Congratulations to our U11 footballers, 

who came home from Macclesfield with runners up medals last week. I also handed out a number of medals from the Key 

103 Mud Run. Congratulations also to everyone who successfully completed that. (When I go running, I don’t even like it 

when water gets inside my shoe!) Our thanks for the many donations for this year’s harvest, which have all gone to very 

deserving homes. I particularly enjoyed seeing our Pre-R children going on their walk to Davenport shops to buy items to 

donate, the first of a number of planned visits to our local community. Even our youngest children are gaining an understanding 

of their place in the world and the importance of connecting with, and looking after, others. Y1 had a fantastic visit to The 

Chestnut Centre and Y2 have clearly been inspired by their trip to the Lowry, with an exciting ‘Art Afternoon’ to follow. 

Looking ahead, Y4 are off to York for their residential next week and I am looking forward to spending the day with them on 

Thursday. The excellent ‘Young Shakespeare’ are performing to Y6 and we are grateful to our SPA for helping to fund their 

visit. Our SPA, of course, has an important role in helping us to make our school inspirational and I hope to see many of you 

at our meeting on Tuesday 3rd. 

 29th September 2017 

The Weeks Ahead 
Tuesday 3rd October Football v Lady Barn (H) 

SPA Meeting, Governors’ Room 

U9 A-D 

 

4.00-5.00pm 

7.00pm 

Wednesday 4th October Art Afternoon Y2 12.00-3.00pm 

Thursday 5th October York Residential Departs 

Young Shakespeare 

Netball & Football v The Grange (H) 

Y4 

Y6 

U10 A-D 

7.45am 

9.00-11.15am 

2.15-3.30pm 

Friday 6th October Netball v St Pius (A) 

Football Tournament @ Etihad 

York Residential Returns 

U11 A 

U8 

Y4 

9.00-10.00am 

9.00am-12noon 

5.00-5.30pm 

Saturday 7th October Hockey Tournament @ Terra Nova 

Manchester Harriers Cross Country 

U10 10.00am-12noon 

10.00-11.30am 

Monday 9th October Football v Altrincham Prep (A) 

Parents’ Consultations 

U9 

PR-Y2 

1.30-4.30pm 

4.00-7.00pm 

Tuesday 10th October Football v Lady Barn (H) U8 A-D 4.00-5.00pm 

Wednesday 11th October Netball v WGS (A) 

Parents’ Consultations 

U11 

PR-Y2 

3.00-5.00pm 

4.00-6.00pm 

Friday 13th October Football Tournament @ Etihad 

Play in a Day 

School Council Meeting 

Hockey v Queen Ethelburga (A) 

U11 

Y3 

 

U11 A+B 

9.00am-12noon 

9.00am-3.00pm 

1.00-1.30pm 

3.00-4.45pm 

 

4+ Assessment 

Over the coming weeks, we will 

be assessing children for the very 

limited number of places in our 

2018 Reception classes. If you 

know of any parents who are 

interested in applying for a 

Reception place for 2018, please 

encourage them to contact Mrs 

Cheyne as soon as possible to 

arrange an assessment. 

 

 

 

Half Term Holiday Care 

Places are limited in our Holiday 

Care Club this October. 

Booking forms are available now 

from the school office to secure 

your child’s place. 

Harvest Festival Gives Food for Thought 

A very big thank you for the generous donations of food brought into school 

for our Harvest Festival this week. The children had a morning assembly and 

learnt about the history of harvest and its traditions. Our school chaplain, 

Reverend Leaver, talked about people’s lifestyles and how some people in 

other countries have limited food, and also how some children in Britain 

may go home to little food.  A group of our Y3 pupils visited the elderly in 

Cheadle to deliver the food parcels and the surplus food was then collected 

by staff from the Wellspring in Stockport. Robert Lord Y3K told us: “I 

delivered Harvest goods to the community and I talked to a lovely old lady. This 

was a very special time; it was hard work delivering all those bags”. 

Our Pre-Reception children also created a very special Harvest box to 

deliver to the community after visiting the Davenport shops and choosing 

items of food. 

 

 

 
 



  

Dinosaur Fun in Reception 

Our Reception children enjoyed reading Harry and the 

Dinosaurs last week and making their own dinosaur 

swamp. The children were excited to discover a 

mysterious egg in RC’s ‘swamp’ when they came to 

school on Thursday. They watched the egg closely 

during the week and were very excited when a 

dinosaur hatched out of it! Luckily it was very friendly!  

 
 

Footballers Runners Up at King’s Macclesfield 7’s  

 

The Under 11A team performed very well to finish runners up in 

the King’s Macclesfield 7 a side competition last Saturday. They 

had three wins, versus King’s Macclesfield (4-2), Terra Nova (3-2) 

and Bolton (5-1), and suffered two defeats against Cheadle Hulme 

(0-2) and the eventual winners, Altrincham (2-3). This was enough 

to see the boys just pip Terra Nova, who also won 3 out of their 

5 matches, on the most goals scored in the competition rule. 

The quality and speed of the attacking play were excellent, very 

quick and imaginative. However, as one of the parents 

commented, I’m not sure if Alan Hansen would have been too 

pleased with the defending at times! 

Back row: Ben Lavender, Ashley Bennett, Jameson Chatha (capt.), 

Nicholas Turner and Reis Patel 

Front row: Alex Canty, Alfie Anderson and Robert Stanton 

 

 

Electric Lessons in Y4 

Our Y4 children have been looking at a topic on 

electricity in their Science lessons. They have been 

finding out how electrons move around a circuit and 

have been testing this out by using different 

components to build their own circuits. 

 

Wise Old Bird Enthrals Y1 

Y1 enjoyed a visit to The Chestnut Centre last week.  Our 

children saw a variety of owls linked to the Owl Babies story, which 

they have been reading. They were also lucky enough to see three 

types of otters, a fox and a pine martin. When everyone was back 

in the classroom at the centre, our boys and girls were treated to 

a display of feeding and flying over our heads by Knuckle the Barn 

Owl. Mrs Swales: ‘It was an ab fab day!’ 

 

 

 
A Happy Birthday to… 

Edith Sheard, Matthew McDougall, Morwenna Clifford, Cameron Shepherd, 

Evangeline Cope, Lucas Sullivan, Erin Rouse, Zack Joubert, Adrian Ryt, 

Annie Clarke, William Buckley, Thiana Quinn, Leon Porter, Shepherd 

Cyrus, Roman Hartley-Denton, Ella Martin, William Daniels, Dimitris 

Dimopoulos, Sachin Gholkar, Ben Conway, Lara Mathen, Charli Barnett, 

Amber C and Jamie Stewart. 



  

Y2 Get the Low-Down on Lowry 

Our Y2 children have been learning all about the life of L S Lowry in their 

History and Art lessons and enjoyed a visit to The Lowry in Salford last 

week. This trip gave the children the opportunity to study his artwork in 

greater detail and to recreate some of his more famous pieces in the 

workshops. They learned how to draw faces showing different expressions 

and had the opportunity to draw some of Lowry’s work, including The 

Portrait of Ann and The Man with Red Eyes. The children all had a fantastic 

day and were a credit to the School; the Lowry staff and the coach driver 

complimented the children on their excellent behaviour.  

The children will continue with their Lowry inspired artwork back in school 

and are also looking forward to creating pieces, with family members, as 

part of their ‘Art Day’ on October 4th.  

  

Thinking Skills in Y3 

In a thinking skills lesson, Y3H got their thinking 

caps on and were asked; 

If you could visit anywhere on a magic carpet for an 

hour, where would it be and why? 

 

Daniel ‘The Indian jungle, to handle venomous 

animals’. 

Stanley ‘Hollywood, to meet the You Tubers.’ 

Alfie ‘Florida, to visit the skate parks.’ 

Melika ‘Orlando, because it’s so hot and my mum 

would like to live there.’ 

Evelyn ‘London, to meet my cousins.’ 

Shawn ‘Goa, because of the food, the swimming 

pool and it’s beautiful.’ 

Zahira ‘South America, to see my ten cousins.’ 

Archie ‘Jungles and forests, to discover new things.’ 

 

The Bitesized Battlefield Mud Run 

 
Several of our pupils took part in a very messy 

mud run last weekend to raise funds for the 

Key103 Cash for Kids Appeal.  Y6 pupils Millie 

Nuttall, Niamh Bentley, Charli Barnett and Anna 

Porter completed the circuit twice, crawling, 

running and slipping their way through the 

course, along with over 400 other children. Millie 

told us: “It was a really fun and exciting day and we 

all got very muddy!” 

 

A Piece of Cake 

Our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning took 

place earlier this week.  Many of our teachers 

broke their diets and indulged in the delicious 

cakes on offer. This included our very own 

Bake Off winning cake, made by Mr Taylor, and 

all for a very worthy cause.  The total amount 

raised so far is a very tasty £240.  With money 

still coming in from the prize raffle, that figure 

is set to rise (unlike some of the home baked 

cakes!). 

A huge thank you to Miss Gay and Mrs Gilmour 

for arranging such a wonderful fundraising 

event. 
 



 

Pre-Reception Go Shopping for Harvest 

On Monday morning, some of our Pre-Reception children were excited to go on one of our first walks to the shops in 

Davenport. They were able to buy food to donate for the Harvest festival, having each been given a pound coin to spend on 

something of their choosing. Back in the classroom, others got busy painting and decorating the box for the arrival of the 

items purchased. The children were able to present their donation in the Harvest festival assembly on Wednesday morning. 

Afterwards they got to carry out the things they had brought from home, along with the box that they had made, to the bus 

that was taking the goods off to the Wellspring in Stockport with some of our older Junior School children. 

 

 

   

Exciting changes in Pre-Reception 

There have been some exciting changes to our Pre-Reception classroom. Over the summer, staff were supported by the 

Early Excellence Centre in Huddersfield to help rethink the furniture, layout and resources, creating new areas for play 

where our children are encouraged to be independent and self-sufficient. The children have settled in with confidence and 

excitement for the term ahead. Through their play, they create and discover, developing resilience and learning to take 

turns and make choices. Children are confident to have a go at new things, which we have already seen as they explore 

the different areas and develop their own play. 

Mrs Hampson, our EYFS Coordinator: “We have chosen to rename our Nursery as Pre-Reception to clearly reflect what we, as 

a school, offer for the early education of our youngest pupils. The class is very much a pre-cursor to Reception and, in conjunction 

with the children’s play, our well-qualified staff provide small group activities to develop skills in numeracy and literacy. 

 

 
U11 Football SGJS v Altrincham  

Match report by Jamie Stewart Y6B 

Both teams played equally well and by half time we were one 

goal down with Altrincham scoring two goals.  Despite good 

defence, Altrincham kept finding chances and scoring goals. 

In the second half, SGJS nearly made an early come-back with 

another goal but Altrincham had that cutting edge to win the 

match.  Everyone gave it their all but, unfortunately for us, 

Altrincham were the better team on the day. 

Final Score: SGJS 2-7 Altrincham 

 

The meeting is not just for those involved in the SPA 

already but is an opportunity for everyone to talk 

about the SPA and how we would like to take things 

forward. So whether you have been involved in the 

SPA for years or you've just joined the school, please 

come along and be a part of the SPA future. 

 

SPA News 

You are warmly invited to our 

SPA meeting next Tuesday at 

7pm in the Governors' Room. All 

parents are very welcome to 

attend, and that invitation 

extends to dads as well as mums! 

 

Taking Centre Stage 

Thomas Morrison in 

Y6M was lucky enough 

to be the Match Day 

Mascot for Lancashire 

Lightning in their match 

against the Birmingham 

Bears over the summer 

holiday. He was present 

in the middle for the 

toss, met the captains 

and was interviewed in 

front of a crowd of 

around 7,000. 

Poppy Appeal 

Poppies will be on sale in school from next 

Monday.  This year we also have 50 small brooch 

poppies which will be sold for a minimum donation 

of £2. 

 

 

 

 


