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NEWSLETTER 
 

 8th December 2017 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter, the penultimate for this year already! ‘Star of the Week’ awards must 

go to all of our Infant and EYFS children. They all showed tremendous enthusiasm (and perhaps occasionally a little too 

much!) in this week’s nativities and the large audience at each performance enjoyed a fantastic show. Featuring singing with 

great energy, dancing with great style and speaking with great confidence, our two nativities set us all up for the festive 

season with their retelling of the Christmas story. Our thanks to all the staff involved in putting the productions together 

and to the children for entertaining us all. There is, of course, lots more excitement to come before the end of term, with 

Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday (further details below) and a panto and Christmas activities on Friday. ‘Elf School Day’ 

is always great fun and the Infants are sharing ‘Christmas wishes’ on Monday. 

Thank you for all the presents which have already been brought in to put under our tree. Key 103 will be making the first 

collection on Monday but children can continue to bring presents into school ready for the second collection by The 

Salvation Army. This morning’s assembly provided time to reflect on the difference which we can make to other people’s 

lives as we thought about the difference just one candle can make in the darkness. It was also an opportunity to thank the 

children for all of their recent charitable activities. We will also be collecting donations for Save The Children on Thursday 

but please note that children do not need to bring in a donation in order to wear a Christmas jumper. 

We are very much looking forward to our carol service on Monday 18th in St George’s Church. All of the children in Y3-6 

take part and they have been rehearsing hard in preparation. They had their first practice together this week and they are 

already sounding very good. All parents and relatives are, of course, welcome to join us and I look forward to seeing many 

of you there as we celebrate together. 

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 11th December Key 103 Mission Christmas Collection 

Christmas Wishes 

 

KS1 

 

3.30-4.15pm 

Tuesday 12th December Elf School Day 

Hockey v MHSG (A) 

EYFS 

U11A + U10A 

9.00am-3.00pm 

3.15-6.00pm 

Wednesday 13th 

December 

Netball v AESG (A) 

LAMDA Presentation 

U10 A+B 

Y3 + 4 

2.45-5.00pm 

3.45-4.30pm 

Thursday 14th December LAMDA assembly 

Christmas Lunch and Jumper Day 

Y5 + 6 

Whole School 

8.45-9.10am 

 

Friday 15th December Pantomime ‘Aladdin’ 

Christmas Parties and Activities 

House Hockey 

Whole school 

Whole school 

 

9.30-11.30am 

1.00-3.00pm 

3.30-4.45pm 

Monday 18th December Carol Service, St George’s Church Y3-6 7.00-8.00pm 

Tuesday 19th December End of Autumn Term 

(Spring Term Commences Thursday 4th January 2018 

 3.35pm 

 

Baubles! 

Great fun was had by our Y1 and 2 children performing their 

Nativity ‘Baubles’.  This year’s play was about a caretaker who 

secretly made baubles to decorate the Christmas tree for 

the children. When the children realised it was the caretaker, 

they made a beautiful bauble as a gift for him. Each bauble 

had a picture of a different Nativity scene and thus the story 

unfolded. All of our children sang beautifully, with many 

children singing solos, along with small group parts, which 

was amazing for such young children. The stars and sheep 

were entertaining dancers and all of the children loved 

singing the final song celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

 

A King is Born 

Our EYFS thoroughly enjoyed performing in their Nativity ‘A 

King is Born’. We also think some ‘stars’ were born as the 

children spoke so clearly, danced enthusiastically and sang 

with gusto!  The stars (the ones in the story) shone brightly 

and the angels told Mary that she was going to have a baby. 

Mary, Joseph and the donkey travelled a long, long way to 

Bethlehem. The town was busy and all the inns were full, but 

one innkeeper kindly offered them his stable to sleep in and 

Jesus was born. The angels sang and the shepherds gathered 

up their very bouncy sheep. The Wise Men brought splendid 

gifts for the baby and everyone rejoiced.    

 

 



  

Y2 Use Their Loaf 

This term our Y2 pupils have been learning all about ‘The Great Fire of 

London’. Last week the children baked bread using a 17th century recipe, 

just like the bread made in the bakery in Pudding Lane. They worked 

together in groups, carefully following the recipe, weighing and measuring 

ingredients. At the end of the day, everyone enjoyed a slice of the tasty 

loaves. Our children later used their experience of bread making to aid 

their instructional writing in English.  

 
 

 

Christmas Tree Festival 

 
Our Pre-Reception children’s creative efforts 

went on display last week as part of St 

George’s Christmas Tree Festival.  Their 

decorations shone beautifully in the 

atmospheric light of the church. 

 
Marleigh is a Class Act 

Marleigh Coster in Y4S was a teacher for the day recently after telling the 

class in PSHE that she would like to be teacher when she is older. She 

started the day by taking the register and then heard some of the class read 

from their reading books. Next was English, which was a comprehension. 

During the lesson, Marleigh went around the class helping out and marking 

any correct answers. She also gave House Points for good work. In Maths, 

Marleigh demonstrated block graphs on the whiteboard and, again, marked 

many of the books, checking if graphs were correctly drawn. She also did 

playground duty as well as helping out in her MFL and Science lessons. 

 
 

Maths Challenge 

Congratulations to the following pupils on their number crunching 

achievements in the recent Maths Challenge. 

Scooping Bronze were: 

Jack Williams, Elsa Mullins, Lilly Cook, Conor Hallworth, 

Ben Lavender, Evie Poor, Kingsley Arthanayake, Nancy 

Dawkes, Jack Rafter, Frazer Assheton-Smith and Bethany 

Burton. 

Silver honours went to: 

Elise Muthappan, Mia Krywonos, Dimitris Dimopolous, 

Joshua Roberts, Thomas Morrison, Philippa Othen, Jamie 

Stewart and Christian Woodworth. 

 

 

Mummy’s the Word in Y3H 

Our children in Y3H enjoyed a creative Humanities 

lesson on mummification as part of their topic on 

the ancient Egyptians,. After researching the whole 

process, the boys and girls got to make their own 

mummy, using dolls and wrestling figures. 

 
 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Gene Mounfield, George Mounfield, Joshua Newey, Anvita Nehru, 

William Lloyd, Dylan Zhao, Khadija Khan, Elllie Raynes, Sophia 

Sparrow, Jack Porter, Freya Carter, Alexander Johnston, Marco 

Burns, Lucas White, Robert Arrowsmith, Finn Raynes, Amelia Le-

Fondre, Stanley Dean, Rebecca Cook, Florence Batey, Mustansir 

Ganjifrockwala, Eesa Ansari, Benji Miller, Oscar Miller, Robert 

Morrison, Katherine Monk, Eddie Poole, Mia Bentley, Armaan 

Sawhney, Amelia Blakeley, Holly Batey, Emma Broomhead, Sean 

Duckworth and Jameson Chatha. 

 



  

Carol Service 

Our annual Carol Service takes place at 7.00pm on Monday 18th 

December at St George’s Church. All children in Y3-6 are 

required to attend and parents are warmly invited to come 

along to this wonderful start to the Christmas celebrations. 

 

Author Visit 

Alex T. Smith, the award-winning creator of the 

bestselling Claude series came to see our Y1-4 children. 

Alex was the illustrator-in-residence at Edinburgh 

International Book Festival in 2016 and has taken part in 

World Book Day events with over 1,000 children at one 

time. Alex is also widely acclaimed for his work illustrating 

children's classics; he won Children's Book Winner of the 

World Illustration Awards 2016 for his illustrations in a 

new edition of Dodie Smith's The Hundred and One 

Dalmatians, has won the UKLA Picture Book Award and 

was the official World Book Day illustrator in 2014. 

Claude debuts as a TV programme on Disney Junior in 

2018. 

Alex spoke to the children about how his Grandfather 

had inspired him to be an author and illustrator by writing 

him stories to read every day when he came home from 

school. He taught the children and teachers how to draw 

Mr Penguin from his latest book and they produced some 

great drawings! Our children then made Sir Bobblysock 

Christmas decorations, which are now hanging in Simply 

Books. 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 14th 

On Thursday 14th December, children may 

wear a Christmas jumper to school as part of 

their uniform. As Friday 15th is Save The 

Children Christmas Jumper Day, the children 

may like to make a voluntary contribution of 

£1 to the charity. Christmas lunch will be 

served on the 14th and children may also 

bring in a Christmas hat to wear at lunchtime. 

 

 

Bookmark Competition 

A group of our Y5 girls launched a ‘design a bookmark’ 

competition this week.  To be in with a chance of winning a 

super ‘surprise’ prize, your bookmark must be entirely hand-

made (so no printing off anything!) and placed in the poly-

pocket on the library door.  Remember to add your name 

and class to the back of your entry, which must be received 

by next Friday, 15th December.  Good luck! 

Disclosing Tablets 

Our Y4 pupils discovered a lot about oral hygiene and 

bacteria during their Science lesson using disclosing tablets. 

Thomas Stanton told us: “I learnt that I need to do more 

brushing at the sides and top of my teeth.  It tasted like powder.’ 

Thiana Quinn added: ‘At the start it tasted kind of like bubblegum 

but at the end it tasted a bit bitter.  When I brushed my teeth, my 

toothbrush went pink. I’ve learnt that I need to brush at the back 

near my gums.’ Bea Stockwood concluded: ‘The disclosing tablet 

showed me that I have to brush my canine teeth close to the back.  

I thought it tasted nice at first but then it tasted horrid.’ 

 
 

Ms Jones Celebrates 20 Years on the Job 

Our After School Care Manager, Ms Jones, celebrated 20 

years of dedication to the team this year. Ms Jones has 

seen many changes (and hair styles!) over the years and 

has had the pleasure of seeing so many of our children 

grow into confident young adults as they continue their 

education through our Senior School and beyond.  

AJIS Gala 

Our boys and girls competed very well at the AJIS Gala last 

week against other local independent schools, bringing home a 

clutch of medals.  Ben Lavender took Gold in the Boys’ 100m 

Freestyle, Roman Breen secured Bronze in the Boys’ 25m 

Backstroke and Silver in the Boys’ Medley Relay went to Oliver 

Feehan, Ronan Breen, Leon Porter and Jack Williams. Great 

finishing positions were also gained by India Cowell, finishing 

8th in the Girls’ 25m Fly, Harry Cook finishing 8th in the 50m 

Backstroke and our Boys’ Silver medallists just missed out on a 

second medal, finishing 4th in the Freestyle Relay. 
 



 

SPA Christmas Fair  

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Fair this year. It was a super day and we’ve had lots 

of feedback from the children and parents telling us how much they enjoyed it. A whopping £10,000 was raised, 

thanks to your generosity. Our SPA work tirelessly to bring you events such as this and we thank them for all 

their hard work. 

 


