
  

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

 
Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter, which is full of exciting things going on in school. Talking of exciting 

news, our congratulations to Mrs Coulson who has announced that she is expecting her first child. Mrs Coulson will be with 

us until almost the end of the summer term and I’m sure the children will also be getting very excited by then! For those of 

you who have not had occasion to visit our Pre-Reception this term, it has had a complete makeover this year and Mrs 

Hampson has joined the team to lead the children’s education as they prepare for our Reception classes. We are holding a 

Pre-Reception ‘Open Day’ on Thursday 22nd March. Parents, with or without their children, may visit between 9.00-11.00am 

and 1.00-5.00pm, providing an opportunity for the grown-ups to see our Pre-Reception in action and meet and talk with our 

staff. Children are also welcome to come and join in with the activities. There is no need to register but it would help us to 

have an indication of when we can expect visitors. If you have any friends who are thinking about places for children aged 

three in September, further details will be on the website next week. 

I have been asked to remind parents that the NHS advises that children with diarrhoea and/or vomiting should be kept off 

school until 48 hours after their symptoms have gone. https://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx 

I have included some advice below which the LA has asked us to pass on regarding an app called Music.ly and also something 

called Snapchat streaks. If this seems to you like some kind of foreign language, you are not alone! None of our children are 

actually old enough to be on Music.ly but there is nothing to stop children of any age using the app. You will also find below 

some important information from the Bursar regarding cases of fraud which have been reported elsewhere in the country 

which involved convincing parents to pay their fees into a different bank account. 

Finally, our congratulations to Arden who topped the House points chart last term with an impressive score of 3188 points. 

 

 
The Weeks Ahead 

Monday 22nd January Warburton’s Workshop 

Gala v MGS (H) (Boys only) 

Y3SM 

By invitation 

9.00am-12noon 

4.00-5.00pm 

Tuesday 23rd January Warburton’s Workshop 

Manchester Arena ‘Young Voices’ 

Y3H 

 

9.00am-12noon 

10.00am-9.00pm 

Wednesday 24th January Warburton’s Workshop 

Netball v Lady Barn (A) 

Rugby v St Ambrose (H) 

Hockey v KSM (A) 

Y3K 

U11 A+B 

U11 

U10 A+B 

1.00-3.30pm 

2.30-5.30pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

3.00-5.45pm 

Thursday 25th January IAPS Gala (A) @ Moreton Hall By invitation Times TBC 

Friday 26th January AJIS Football Festival (A) @ St Bede’s U10 10.00am-1.30pm 

Saturday 27th January Hockey v AKS (A) U11 A+B 7.45am-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31st January Rugby v The Grange (A) 

Grandparents’ Afternoon 

U11 A+B 

KS1 

1.00-4.30pm 

1.45-3.15pm 

Thursday 1st February AJIS Football v Birkenhead (A) 

AJIS Netball v Birkenhead (A) 

U10 

U10 

2.30-5.30pm 

2.30-5.30pm 

Friday 2nd February Hockey v Leeds Grammar (H) U11 & U10 A 1.50-3.15pm 

 

19th January 2018 

Holiday Care 

Bookings are now being taken 

for February Half Term 

holiday care. All dates are 

available between 19th and 

26th February inclusive, 

including the second Monday, 

26th (INSET day). The cost is 

£20 per day and forms are 

available now from the school 

office.  Places are limited so 

please submit your form as 

soon as possible to avoid 

disappointment. 

Y6 Enjoy Robot Wars with Lego Mindstorm 

 
Simon Kettle from Stemworks returned to school to 

help develop our Y6 computer programming skills last 

week. This was to build on their work in ICT lessons 

and also last year’s Y5 Knex programming workshop. 

The Lego robotics workshop proved just as successful, 

educational and enjoyable for our children.  

 

The day began showing the children clips of Asimo (the Honda 

built humanoid robot) and Google’s self-drive car in Houston, 

USA. They discussed the likelihood that robots will be used 

increasingly in our lives in the not too distant future. Working in 

groups of three, they built the Lego Mindstorms robot, adding their 

own personal touches to the basic model. Our children then 

learnt to program it to complete increasingly difficult challenges. 

Several groups also added infra-red sensors to make the robot 

stop when approaching an object. A competition was held at the 

end of the day to see which group could complete five challenges 

the most accurately. These challenges included driving forwards 

and then reversing into a bay around a corner, shooting marbles 

through a gate and knocking bricks off a wall. The boys and girls 

applied themselves well and benefited immensely from the day’s 

work. 

“It was fun learning to program the Lego Mindstorms. It was a nice 

treat after the entrance exam. I loved the competitions with the ‘bots’ 

we programmed.” Sachin Gholkar, Y6C 

“I enjoyed Lego day very much. The coding was challenging but fun. I 

enjoyed the challenges, especially when my group won. It was a great 

experience. My favourite part was customising the robot.” Emilia 

Krywonos, 6C 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Yourchildatschool/Pages/Illness.aspx


  

Ella has a Splashing New Year 

 
Ella Hitchen in Y6C would like to thank everyone who sponsored 

and supported her on her New Year’s Day charity sea swim in 

Wales.  Ella has raised £540 in total and, along with her family, has 

raised a fantastic £1,440 for the Air Ambulance, a charity close to 

the family’s heart after the Air Ambulance attended to Ella’s dad, 

Jason, after a road traffic accident in the summer.  The great news 

is that the Air Ambulance have confirmed Ella and her family have 

raised enough to cover one mission for the helicopter. Well done 

Ella! Mission accomplished! 

 

 

House Hockey 

A big well done to all our children who participated 

in our House Hockey competition over two Fridays 

recently. There were some excellent displays of skill 

and sportsmanship and our children enjoyed the 

opportunity to play with their ‘House mates’. Each 

team drew at least one match and House Captains 

did a great job of managing their players. The results 

were as follows: 

Winners  

Arden with 2 wins and a draw 

Runners up  

Nicholson with 2 wins and a loss  

3rd Place  

Vernon with 1 win and 2 losses  

4th Place  

Warren with a draw and 2 losses 

 

Y2 Enjoy a Word Surgery 

In Y2 our children have been performing contraction 

surgery! Helping the ‘poorly contractions’ to become 

whole again, our children started with two words 

before going into surgery. Our classroom doctors 

surgically removed the part of the word that they did 

not need in their contraction. After surgery, the 

contractions needed a plaster to help them heal! Of 

course, after they healed, a scar was left behind. For 

our contraction friend, this was their apostrophe! 

Our children wore surgical masks to carry out their 

procedures and some children worked in surgical 

teams. 

 

 
 

 

The Tiger Who Came to Y3 

Our Y3 children had a shock when they returned to class from 

their assembly earlier this week.  Stanley Dean in Y3H explains: 

On Wednesday, the children were in assembly and when they returned 

to class they discovered their classroom had been ambushed by a 

ferocious beast! There were clumps of fur everywhere and tiger prints 

on the floor. Tables were upturned and books were scattered around 

the room.  All the children were gobsmacked when they discovered the 

destruction.

 
“Oh my gosh! What has happened here?” said Mrs Hurst as she 

cautiously entered the classroom.  The children and teachers started 

investigating straight away, using magnifying glasses, torches and other 

equipment.  After some time the children found out that the visitor was 

a terrifying tiger.  A spokesperson for Knowsley Safari Park said 

“This species of tiger is extremely dangerous, especially when 

they’re hungry and hunting for meat. Caution! Do not approach 

this predator and call 01234567 if you have any information’. 

Musical Youth 

Congratulations to the following pupils for their 

success in their recent instrumental music exams: 

Arun Patel Grade 1 Violin, Arthur Wolstenholme 

Grade 1 Cornet, Josh Roberts Grade 3 Cello, 

Annabel Huxley Grade 1 Piano, Emma Broomhead 

Grade 1 Piano, Erin Roberts Grade 1 Flute and 

Gideon McDermott-Swann Grade 3 Guitar. 

 



  

A Message from the Bursar 

We have been advised by the Independent Schools Council that a number of independent schools in the UK have recently 

been targeted by cyber criminals. The attacks have started with an email stating the latest payment details for school fees. 

The emails appear official and at times appear to have been sent from a school’s own compromised email system. The new 

bank account details given belong to the hackers and result in payments for school fees being diverted into criminal accounts. 

Please be very cautious if you receive any emails referring to a change of payment details or containing unexpected 

attachments. We have no plans to make any changes to our systems for the payment of school fees. The Direct Debit 

system we have in place should provide you with the necessary security and in the event that we do make any changes we 

will always write to you in advance. However, if you have any concerns about payment arrangements please do not hesitate 

to contact the Bursar, Chris Watson, at the School. 

 

BBC 500 Words Competition  

 
This week we launched our own school version of 

the 500 Words competition (with prizes) to run 

along-side the BBC national competition. Stories 

entered into our school competition will be judged 

in year groups and prizes will be awarded for the 

best entries. Each year we have had at least two 

pupils whose stories have made it through to the 

final round of the competition. 

All entries for both the national and school 

competitions need to be submitted via the BBC 

website and emailed to Mrs Nichols via email 

nicholsc@stockportgrammar.co.uk) by 7.00pm on 

February 22nd.  

Let your imagination run wild and good luck to all 

our budding writers. 
 

Archie is in Fine Tune 

Archie Maughan in Y3 performed to over 1000 

people recently at the amazing Winter 

Wonderland, after he was chosen by his singing 

coach to perform.  Archie loves to sing and 

perform and he has been singing for a few months 

now; he is currently recording songs for an album.  

 
 

Y5 Book Club 

Our Y5 pupils have been enjoying the introduction of two new book 

clubs this term with the support of local independent bookshop 

Simply Books. 

The book clubs see the girls and boys meet each week to discuss the 

chosen book they are reading, 100 pages at a time. This term they 

plan to read three books. 

The first novel they are enjoying is ‘Wizards of Once’ by Cressida 

Cowell. The pupils, already familiar with Cressida’s previous fantasy 

series, ‘How to Train a Dragon’, have been introduced to the first book 

in her new series, which is also a fantasy book but this time set in the 

Iron Age, a time where people truly believed in magic. 

Sue Steel from Simply Books came in to talk about different ways of 

planning a story and presented signed copies of the book as well as 

giving each pupil a special moleskin journal so they could make notes 

and jot down any thoughts or questions they may have. 

 
Lilly Cook said: “I read all the time and the club is really fun as we get to 

discuss different thoughts and theories. By doing this we sometimes change 

our opinions on what we think happened in the book and you get to see 

things from a different view.” 

Will Hadfield added: “It is great to hear all of the different opinions when 

we discuss the pages we have read. It is hard to stop after 100 pages as 

you just want to keep reading. The journal is really useful as it allows you 

to note things down that you don’t want to forget to discuss at the club.” 

Mr Wheeler told us “Starting our new book club is a great adventure for 

us. It is a great opportunity for children and adults to make that exciting 

journey together through a new book, sharing our discoveries as we go.” 

 

 

 A Happy Birthday to… 

Izzy Groom, Alexander Wadden, Adam Ullah, Raabiah Khan, Zoe 

Lai, Evie Lord, Hannah Akbar, Anabel Brazier-Cabrejas, Zahira 

Turay, Toby Gleave, Arthur Wolstenholme, William Dyson, 

Christian Woodworth, Matthew Rogan, Nikhil Vadhri, Joshua 

Roberts, Bethany Burton, Sami Sen, Anna Porter and  Sara Watson, 

mailto:nicholsc@stockportgrammar.co.uk
http://www.simplybooks.info/


  

A Stitch in Time… 

Our Y6 children enjoyed a creative Maths lesson recently. 

Using different shapes as their template, they drew a series 

of straight lines to create curves. Some children worked 

with stars or cubes whereas others developed pictures 

using curve stitching. 

 

 
 

 

Pre-Reception Art Afternoon 

Our Pre-Reception children thoroughly enjoyed their Art afternoon this 

week. Parents were invited into the classroom to join in the fun and 

there was a series of activities to choose from, including creating a 

winter collage, making a frosty snowman and decorating a name mosaic 

to take home. Our children’s art work is proudly on display in the 

classroom for all to see. As one dad punned, it was a wonderful 

“crafternoon”! 

 
 

 

Ethan Gains a Brown Belt 

 

Ethan Thomas of Y3SM was awarded his brown 

belt in Shukokai Karate after a two hour grading 

in December. Ethan had to demonstrate 

competence in katas (patterns), combinations, 

padwork, and kumite and self-defence. Ethan 

started karate at the age of six and trains 

regularly with his parents. 

 
Once Upon a Time in Reception 

 

Our Reception children have enjoyed learning about 

traditional tales over the last couple of weeks. It has 

been an exciting time with trolls and wolves invading 

the classrooms! Our children have made posters, retold 

stories and started sewing their own hand puppets too.  

 

Use of the internet: Music.ly and Snapchat Streaks 

Snapchat ‘streaks’ count how many consecutive days two people have been sending Snaps to each other. Every day they 

send a Snap their streak gets longer. A streak is symbolised by a little picture of a flame and the number of days the streaks 

has gone on for. Only the two people involved in the streak can see this. A lot of young people want to get streaks to 

rivals their friends, or to show that they have a very close friendship with a particular contact. However, there can be 

pressure to respond on a daily basis and it may affect their self-esteem if they feel that others have stronger friendships.  

Music.ly is a popular new app with which you may not be familiar. Whilst is can be fun, it also brings risks. There is a useful 

guide which we will make available via the parent portal.  

 

 



 


