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Welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter for the new Spring Term. It has been good to welcome the children back 

and to see them get straight down to work! The Christmas holiday brought an opportunity for me to take the presents from 

under the tree to the local Salvation Army, who were delighted with our very large contribution. I then visited the food bank 

collection point to drop off our reverse advent donations and they were both surprised by and extremely grateful for the 

large quantity we had collected. Mission Christmas have also contacted us to thank us for our donations, which helped them 

give 35,746 underprivileged children in Greater Manchester present to open on Christmas morning. My thanks for all the 

very generous donations. This morning’s assembly focused on ‘values’ and I have started a whole school discussion on the 

subject with a view to creating our own list of values which we think are important. We have also been working with the 

children to devise a list of qualities which define ‘friends’ (see below for the current list). Each class is asked to discuss and 

contribute to the list and then to choose someone they think best defines ‘a good friend’. Congratulations to this term’s 

school officials and my thanks to them and to the team of prefects for their ongoing contribution to the life of our school. 

 

 

 

 

The Weeks Ahead 
Saturday 19th January Stockport Harriers Cross 

Country 

KS2 10.30am-12noon 

Monday 21st January Gala v MGS (H) By invitation 4.00-5.00pm 

Tuesday 22nd January Art Afternoon Reception 2.00-3.30pm 

Wednesday 23rd January Football v The Grange (H) 

Netball v The Grange (H) 

U11 A-D 

U11 A-D 

2.15-3.35pm 

2.15-3.35pm 

Friday 25th January Football v MGS (H) 

Hockey v Withington Girls (A) 

U11 A-D 

U10 A+B 

2.30-3.35pm 

3.20-5.45pm 

Thursday 31st January Football v The Grange (A) 

Netball v The Grange (A) 

U10 A-D 

U10 A-D 

12.50-5.00pm 

12.50-5.00pm 

Friday 1st February Football (AJIS) @ St Bede’s 

Hockey v KSM (A) 

U10 

U11 A+B 

11.00am-3.00pm 

2.15-4.45pm 

Monday 4th February Gala v Westholme (H) By invitation 4.00-5.00pm 

Tuesday 5th February Safer Internet Day 

Watercycle Workshops 

Whole School 

KS2 

8.35am-3.35pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Wednesday 6th February Rugby v Terra Nova (A) 

Quarry Bank Mill Visit 

U11 A+B 

Y1 

1.00-5.30pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 7th February Netball v CHS (A) 

Rugby v CHS (H) 

U10/U11 A+B 

U10 A+B 

3.30-5.00pm 

4.00-5.00pm 

Friday 8th February Hockey v Leeds Grammar (H) 

Football v Bury (H) 

U10/U11 A 

U11 A, B + C 

1.45-3.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

The above is subject to change. Please refer to the school Website for the most up-to-date information 

 

House Captains 

 
Congratulations to our Y6 pupils selected for positions of responsibility this term.  

Head Boy and Head Girl: Thomas Alexander & Hephzibah Bangudu  

House Captains:   Arden: Emma Broomhead & Max Fell  

  Nicholson: Magdalena Calado-Seifert & Haris Latif  

  Vernon: Abigail Sullivan, Tom Woodside & James Petch  

  Warren: Finn Haisley & Humaira Gurjee. 

 

Holiday Care Reminder 

Bookings are now being taken for 

our Holiday Care during the half 

term break, including the inset day 

of Monday 25th February. To 

guarantee your place, bookings 

must be made via WISEPAY 

before the end of this half term.  

Places fill quickly so book now to 

avoid disappointment.  If you have 

any difficulty with booking through 

the new online system, please 

contact Mrs Chawner in the 

school office. Miss Jones will be 

unable to accept telephone or 

email bookings directly. 

Recycling Energy 

We will soon have a recycling 

point in our reception area for 

you to deposit any used batteries.  

Lithium-ion (li-ion)  

Mobile phones, laptops, hand-held 

electronics 

Alkaline and carbon zinc Cameras, 

toys, watches, hand-held 

electronics 

Lead acid gel  

Wheelchairs, portable tools, ride 

on electric toys 

Lithium (primary)  

Pacemakers, remote car locks, 

cameras 

By recycling these batteries we 

can help to: reduce the amount of 

waste sent to landfill each year; 

reduce the demand for raw 

metals required each year and 

preserve resources; increase the 

UK’s overall collection of 

household batteries; and reduce 

the possible risks to the 

environment and wildlife. Visit  
www.recycle-ore.co.uk/batteries 

to find out more. 

http://www.recycle-ore.co.uk/batteries


  

Rock Steady Eddie Doesn’t Miss A Beat 

Y5 pupil, Eddie Poole, celebrated passing the Rock School Level 

1 Award in Popular Music, Drums Grade 1, with a Merit. Eddie 

has been taking lessons in school for the last two years and 

practises at home in his playroom, where his pet corn snake, 

Stanley also lives – it is just as well Stanley doesn’t have any ears! 

Eddie’s favourite drum composer is Neel Dhorajiwala; he 

particularly likes playing his piece, For You. Congratulations for a 

‘bang on’ result!  

 
House Hockey 

It was a pleasure to see the number of our children who 

participated in the House competition this year. For two Friday 

evenings, our boys and girls played a good standard of hockey, 

working together to ensure each squad member had the 

opportunity to represent their House and enjoy the experience 

of competition against their school mates. The House Captains 

who organised the teams did a great job in enthusing their House 

members to take part and checking everyone had a fair chance to 

play in the matches. The quality of passing was good and the use 

of space improved as teams became familiar with each other. 

Defences covered well and it took some fantastic displays at 

penalty corners as well as individual runs to break the deadlock. 

Arden were a well organised and large squad whose attack could 

not be matched. They won all but one of their games, which 

ended as a 2-2 draw. Nicholson finished 2nd and only lost out by 

a no-score draw. Warren were in 3rd place and Warren 4th. 

 

 

Toys from History Brought to Life in Y2 

Our Y2 children had an exciting afternoon all about toys 

from history recently. Our children were told to expect 

some visitors but they didn’t know who! Our boys and 

girls were asked to prepare some questions for their 

mystery guests too and came up with some super 

questions: 

Are there any toys around now that you wish you had when 

you were little? What were toys made of when you were little? 

Did toys in the 1950’s have batteries? Were books interesting 

in those days? What were baby toys like in those days? 

 
Our boys and girls were excited to discover their 

mystery guests were none other than Mr Wheeler and 

Mrs Bailey! 

We learnt that toys used to be more expensive than they are 

now. Abigail Snarr    

It was interesting when Mr Wheeler showed us a picture of a 

chopper bike. Jake Summersgill 

I liked it when Mrs Bailey told us about when her dolly’s hair 

came off and she stuck it back on with glue without her 

mummy finding out! Hannah Akbar 

 

 

A Hop, Skip and a Jump Science Experiment 

Our Y3 children were keen to take part in a very active 

Science lesson. The investigation was to find out whether 

the length of a person’s legs would help them jump further. 

The class worked together deciding that they would need 

to actually do some jumping themselves. They soon 

discovered it required measuring both the length of the 

jumps they did and their legs! Our pupils certainly wasted 

no time in ‘jumping’ into action. Great fun was had whilst 

measuring each other legs. This generated a lot of 

discussion, comparisons and predictions before heading 

outside to put their theories to the test. Everyone really 

enjoyed comparing results and reaching their final 

conclusions. 

 
 

 

Hockey Honours 

Congratulations to Lilly 

Cook on her selection to 

play as goalkeeper for 

Greater Manchester in 

the U12 squad after 

attending their Junior 

Development Training 

sessions recently.  A 

special mention also to 

Katie Billings and Annie 

Cooke who attended the 

sessions too.  All three 

girls were a year younger 

than their counterparts 

and should be very proud 

of their achievements. 
 



  

Lego Workshop Inspires Y6 

Last Thursday and Friday a man called Mr Kettle came in to teach us all about engineering. He went through a quick slideshow about 

it, including electric hoovers and some amazing robots. Then, he set us the task of working together to build and program a robot out of 

Lego. After that, he set us a series of challenges to complete for points; they were not that simple! We had to add on bits of Lego in 

order to make the challenges easier. The challenges were: push a pen for 60 points, push a brick for 30 points, knock off two bricks for 

60 points and push balls into a net for a maximum of 70 points. Then he told us about infrared lights; we can't see them but they are 

used lots. I really enjoyed the workshop and I learnt a lot of new things I didn't think could be possible. Annabel Huxley 

 

 
 

 

First, we were split into teams to design, construct and decorate our robots. 

We had a talk about coding and then used the laptop to program our 

robots. Next came the challenges and the points! The first challenge was 

to program our robot to start in a box on one side of the mat and get it 

past the line on the other side. Other challenges involved pushing some 

balls in goals, ramming bricks into the box, pushing a pen into different 

arcs on the mat and pushing bricks passed the line. It was a really fun day 

and it may just change your mind if you thought you didn’t like Lego or 

coding! Will Hadfield 

 
Y2T Are A Friendly Bunch! 

Y2T were proud to receive the Friendship Award in 

their Infant assembly recently. Our boys and girls 

have been discussing what makes a good friend and 

the way to support each other in school. They 

talked about respect, tolerance and trust.  Our 

children realised that friends support them 

throughout their day, listen to their problems, share 

toys both within and outside the classroom and 

respect that everyone is different.  Eva Miller told 

us: “It was a pleasure to have the friendship award. We 

are all good friends in 2T.” Euan Courtney added: “I 

am very happy.” and Erin Haisley summed it up 

perfectly with: “I feel very proud to be a pupil in Y2T.”  

 

 

 

Carol Service Hits the Right Notes 

A magical musical term of concerts and performances came to a 

close in December as our Junior School pupils and their parents 

ventured to St George’s Church for a Carol Service full of 

Christmas joy. Your generous donations also raised a superb 

£487.44 which was have donated to Stockport’s local homeless 

charity, The Wellspring. Our children certainly raised the roof as well 

as the bar! Thank you for supporting such a worthy cause. 

 
 

 

 



  

Who’s That Trip-Trapping Over Our Classroom? 

 
Our Reception children had an unexpected visitor from a 

troll recently! Our boys and girls have been reading The 

Three Billy Goats Gruff and arrived at school last Wednesday 

morning to find large, green footprints on the carpet and a 

half-eaten snack covered in green slime. The troll left our 

children a note so they knew that he had visited. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed making ‘wanted’ posters and 

worked together to create some interesting traps to try and 

capture the troll. They were certainly full of enthusiasm and 

told everyone they met that a troll had been to their 

classroom!  

 
 

AJIS Football Brings Drama to the Field 

A dramatic AJIS Cup quarter final match against King’s 

Macclesfield took place this week. Our boys were 0-2 down 

after only 10 minutes but pulled one back before half time 

with an excellent move involving Oliver Feehan and Jack 

Williams with Roman Deans applying the finishing touch. 

The second half was very tight but Jenson Wilkinson 

managed to score a well-deserved equaliser. 

In the last 5 minutes both teams had excellent chances to 

win the game but both missed so the match was settled 

with a penalty shoot-out. Mr Taylor was having horrendous 

flashbacks of David Batty, Gareth Southgate, Chris Waddle 

and lots of tears but he need not have worried; SGJS and 

Kings’ both scored a remarkable 14 successive penalties 

before the Kings’ goalkeeper had his penalty saved by Hugo 

Cooke, leaving Sean Duckworth to step up and smash 

home the winner. Final score 2-2 with our boys advancing 

to the Semi Final 8-7 on penalties. 

Let’s hope Mr Taylor’s nerves can cope! 

 
A Journey of Discovery is a Real Page Turner 

Our Y6 Readers, Christian, Ava, Matthew, Katie and Lilly 

are currently reading ‘Five Children and It on the Western 

Front’ by Kate Sanders. They have discovered that this 

fantastically enjoyable read is more than just a novel set at 

the time of World War One. Our children meet the 

Psammead once again and embark on many adventures as 

the author skilfully guides them through many landscapes- 

each allowing a peep into others’ worlds at different times. 

The writer’s clever use of figurative language creates such 

atmosphere that all our readers feel transported whilst 

reading!  Everyone thoroughly recommends this book and 

the school Library has copies for avid readers who feel 

tempted to try it too!  

Lilly Cook enthused: “It was a really good book; I really enjoyed 

it because of the use of so much figurative language.” 

 
A Super Hero Topic in Y3 

Our Y3 pupils have had an interesting introduction to their 

new topic of Heroes this week. With much amusement, Mrs 

Hudson and Miss Knowles surprised the classes by donning 

their very own superhero outfits! Our children were 

encouraged to discuss and define what makes someone a 

hero. They were then asked to decide, from a variety of 

people, who they thought was a hero and why. Our girls and 

boys were amused to hear the story ‘Spyder’ by Matt Carr, a 

book about the world’s smallest secret agent. Work will 

continue over the next few weeks and looks set to be full of 

investigation and intrigue! 

 

Isaac Puts the Wheels in Motion 

Well done to Y6 pupil Isaac Finnie on completing a 

gruelling 10 mile cycle at the Leeds Urban Bike Park’s 

beginners’ and intermediate event for Mountain Bikers 

last Saturday.  Isaac took part alongside a group of riders 

from our Senior School and kept a good pace amongst 

stiff competition. A super achievement, considering this 

was his first attempt on the course. 



 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Christian Woodworth, Zahira Turay, Adam Ullah, 

Izzy Groom, Anabel Brazier-Cabrejas, Imogen 

Thorburn, Raabiah Khan, Matthew Rogan, Nikhil 

Vadhri, Toby Gleave, James Everitt, Arthur 

Wolstenholme, Will Dyson, Mishal Soomro, Zoe 

Lai, Evie Lord, Hannah Akbar, Leo Garvey, 

Alexander Wadden and Sophia Krywonos, 

A Bright Start to the Term for EYFS 

Our EYFS pupils have an inspiring term ahead of them as they are 

encouraged to explore, experience, discover, practise skills and 

develop ideas. Our children will be learning through carefully guided 

activities and stories such as ‘Hansel and Gretel’, ‘Rapunzel’, ‘10 Little 

Dinosaurs’ and the ‘Magic Train Ride’. 

As their learning weaves through these stories, as well as many other 

engaging tales, our children will also be marking celebrated events such 

as Chinese New Year and Easter and getting involved in immersive 

initiatives like Book Week. Also on the agenda are winter welly walks 

and ice capades, as well as the fun and excitement of craft afternoons 

with parents. Additionally, there will be some surprise stories in store 

for our Reception children. 

 
Boys and girls who like to take a holistic approach to health can take 

part in yoga, which continues in 2019. The activity, which is good for 

muscle development and core flexibility, is benefiting from brand new 

mats. The broad curriculum helps our pupils develop physically and 

emotionally and interact socially, increasing their confidence, 

independence and communication skills, all enabling them to make 

good progress over the year. 

 
 

 
Being a Good Friend 

Each of the Junior classes is being given the opportunity to discuss and add to a 

school list of the qualities of friendship. How would you define a friend? Our list so 

far:  

Someone who likes you for being you and won’t judge you. 

Someone who is always there for you. 

Someone who you trust and can confide in. 

Someone you can rely on and trust (they know your insecurities but would never ridicule 

you for having them). 

Someone who believes in you (they will try to build your confidence and encourage you) 

Fun to be around and positive 

Always makes time for you and listens to you 

A friend will share things with you 

Friendship is being able to forgive 

Happy to have different opinions and still be friends 

You need to be a good friend to have a good friend 

For the younger children, the Infant classes have a slightly different approach.  

To support the children in making and understanding friendship, they also have a 

friendship trophy. The friendship trophy is rotated around the classes, with each 

class having it for a week at a time. During the week that the class has the trophy, 

the children in that class have an opportunity to look for ‘signs of friendship’ and 

these are then written in the friendship book which accompanies the trophy. These 

are shared with the rest of the Infant classes at Thursday celebration assembly.  

 

Doing Things By Halves 

Our Reception children have been learning all 

about halving this week. They particularly 

enjoyed halving chocolate biscuits with their 

friend!  

 


