
  

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER  Friday 1st February 2019 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. Term speeds on, with the occasional snow interruption, and it is clear 

from the many stories here that the children continue to engage with school with both energy and enthusiasm, producing 

work of high standard, both in and out of school. As mentioned in our last newsletter, we are focusing on different values in 

school. Last week we thought about ‘self-discipline’ or ‘self-control’ and, this week, we moved on to ‘curiosity’. I encouraged 

the children to be and stay curious and offered them four suggestions for ways to achieve this: 

1. Have a curious mind. Be open to learn, unlearn, and relearn. Some things you know and believe might be wrong. 

2. Don’t Just Accept. Ask questions all the time. What is that? Why is it made that way? How does it work?  

3. Think of learning as fun. If you think of learning as something fun, you will naturally want to dig deeper.  

4. Read lots of different things. Explore new worlds. 

These apply to adults as well, of course! Talking of curiosity, why not join us for our annual SPA Quiz next month. I can 

certainly guarantee some ‘curious’ questions and some questions to satisfy the ‘curious’! 

 

 The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 4th February Gala v Westholme (H) By Invitation 4.00-5.00pm 

Tuesday 5th February Safer Internet Day Whole School 8.35am-3.30pm 

Wednesday 6th February Rugby v Terra Nova (A) 

Trip to Quarry Bank Mill 

U11 A+B 

Y1 

1.00-5.00pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Thursday 7th February Netball v CHS (A) 

Rugby v CHS (H) 

U11 & U10 A+B 

U10 A+B 

3.00-5.00pm 

4.00-5.00pm 

Friday 8th February Hockey v Leeds Grammar (H) 

Football v Bury (H) 

U11 A & U10 A 

U11 A, B + C 

1.45-3.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

Tuesday 12th February Football v Lady Barn (A) 

Parents’ Consultations 

U9 A+B 

Pre-R-Y2 

3.20-5.25pm 

4.00-7.00pm 

Wednesday 13th February Mark Wood, Explorer 

Young Voices, MEN Arena 

Gala v KSM (H) 

KS2 

By Invitation 

By Invitation 

10.30am-12noon 

12.30-9.00pm 

4.00-5.00pm 

Thursday 14th February Football v Birkenhead (A) 

Hockey v KSM (H) 

Parents’ Consultations 

U10 A, B + C 

U10 A+B 

Pre-R-Y2 

1.00-5.30pm 

3.00-4.00pm 

4.00-6.00pm 

Friday 15th February Performing Arts Tour Departs 

Half Term Holiday Commences 

Y6 6.15am 

3.35pm 

Saturday 16th February Stockport Harriers Cross Country 

Performing Arts Tour Returns 

Y3-6 

Y6 

10.30am-12noon 

5.00pm 

Subject to change, please refer to the school website for the most up-to-date information 

 

Safer Internet Day and Mental Health Week 

Next Tuesday is ‘Safer Internet Day’ and the whole week has a 

mental health focus across the country. Given the increasing 

amount of information about the impact of the internet on mental 

health, this seems a useful coincidence. We will be working with 

the children in school but there are also some useful materials for 

parents available online. 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2019 

 

 

Holiday Care & 

Breakfast Club 

Places are still available via 

Wisepay for half term 

Holiday Care, including inset 

day 25th February. Bookings 

cannot be taken over the 

phone or emailed to Ms 

Jones.  

Breakfast Club is available for 

all children between 7.30-

8.00am during term time, for 

a small charge. To reserve 

your place, please email 

chawnera@stockportgramm

ar.co.uk  

SPA Quiz Night 

The annual SPA Quiz Night this year 

takes place on Friday 22nd March, 

starting at 7.30pm in the Dining Hall. 

Always a fun night, teams of up to 6 

people are encouraged to take part. 

Included in the £8 per head entrance 

fee is the ever-popular cheese platter 

for each table. With questions set by 

our now resident Quiz Master, Mr 

Wheeler, it promises to be a night of 

brain-teasers and conundrums. Look 

out for a booking form, coming home 

soon with your child. 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2019
mailto:chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk
mailto:chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk


  

The 3 Little Pigs Inspire a Testing Science Lesson 

Our children in Y1 have been learning all about materials. 

After reading The 3 Little Pigs in English, their Science lesson 

involved an investigation! Which house would be strongest? 

Our girls and boys built a house of Lego, one of wooden 

blocks, one of paper straws, one of sugar cubes and one of 

marshmallows. The last two were a bit sticky so it was 

decided they would not be good for rainy or hot days; the 

sugar cube house dissolved when water was poured over it 

and marshmallows were too sticky after a while to build 

with them at all! The paper house was just not strong 

enough to withstand 21 children blowing at it, the wooden 

house was strong but when the table was pushed, it started 

to crumble. The Lego house seemed to be the strongest and 

had the best all-round performance of all the materials 

tested. 

 

A Splashing Result for Molly 

Congratulations to Y5 pupil Molly Mills after she scooped 

an impressive four golds and one silver medal in her 

Swimming Club Championships recently, gaining five 

personal best times along the way. Molly swims with 

Romiley Swimming Club where she has trained for the last 

12 months. 

 

 

 
 

 

Reception Parents are a Crafty Lot 

Our Reception children recently enjoyed a craft afternoon 

with their parents. All the artwork our children produced 

was linked to their favourite traditional tale ‘The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff’. Our girls and boys enjoyed making a story 

wheel and retelling the story to their parents.  

 
Some fantastic (but scary!) troll masks followed, with the 

help of more artistic input from parents.  A wonderful 

afternoon of sticking, gluing and painting. 

 
 

 

Y6 Art Day 

Following on from their Art 

Day earlier in the term, our 

Y6 children have been busy 

putting the finishing touches 

to their creations.  Amongst 

them, a wonderful Mary 

Poppins figure has been 

created – practically perfect 

in every way! 

 
 

Incidentally, tickets for our Y6 Production of Mary Poppins will 

be available soon to order via Wisepay. 



  

Come Rain or Shine… 

 
As part of their Humanities work learning about the 

weather, our Y3 children wrote their own weather forecasts 

and presented them using a green screen.  

They felt like real presenters as they reported on the 

wintery showers, blustery winds and outbreaks of rain! 

 

Learning the Codes of Success 

Starting with robotic mice in Pre-Reception through to 

Lego robots in Y6, our children have been learning about 

programming and STEM subjects in fun and exciting ways. 

Pre-Reception children have been learning how to use 

robotic mice that are programmed simply by pressing 

direction buttons. Our children are learning when they 

need to clear the programming, how to tell the mouse 

what they want it to do, and all about directions with 

simple mazes for the mice to navigate. 

 
 “He found the cheese! The Mouse ate the cheese!” Thomas 

excitedly told us. Beginning with simple commands such 

as forward, backward, turn left and turn right, our boys 

and girls led the mice to the cheese at the end of the 

maze with ease and great excitement.  

As we reported in our last issue, our Y6 pupils have been 

enjoying coding in a much more advanced fashion, 

building and programming their own robots made from 

Lego. Our pupils were joined by scientist Mr Kettle from 

STEMworks who introduced the children to different 

types of robots, from electric hoovers to much more 

advanced and exciting models. 

 
 
 

Musical Opportunities 

 
Our children have the chance to sample lots of different 

musical instruments, thanks, in part, to a generous donation 

from our SPA.  From woodwind to strings, brass to 

percussion, every child has the opportunity to give an 

instrument a try within school.  Brass and string taster 

sessions are proving popular too, with lots of our children 

making the most of the opportunities available to them. 

Taking to the Slopes 

A group of our Y5&6 children took to the slopes at the 

Chill Factore last month as they began their skiing lessons 

alongside children from our Senior School. 

 

http://www.stemworks.co.uk/


  

Snow Fun For Everyone! 

Our children were thrilled to see the flurry of snow 

this week and were even more excited to get out and 

have a play in it!  

 
They had great fun running and making footprints with 

one another and, of course, who could resist making a 

snow angel! 

 
As more snow fell later in the week, our older children 

busied themselves building a new school mascot, albeit 

a temporary one! (This is Barbara!) 

 

Reception ‘Book’ Their Ideas Up 

Our boys and girls in Reception enjoyed reading Hansel and Gretel 

last week. They wrote about the witch and also made up some 

fantastic (but disgusting!) recipes for a tasty child! They also 

particularly enjoyed tasting the sweets that Mr Bowden pinched 

off the Witch’s house! Our children thought about the different 

tastes and were able to spot that some were sweet and some were 

sour!  

 
Our Reception children have also enjoyed stories from many of 

our parents who have volunteered to be a ‘surprise storyteller’. 

Thank you to all those parents who have taken part so far.  

 
 

 What’s Bugging Year 3? 

There was a ‘buzz’ of excitement recently as Y3 made a start to 

their new topic.  All our Y3 pupils worked extremely hard on 

their homework, producing some fantastic ‘bug heroes’. The bugs 

arrived in all shapes and sizes and caused quite a stir. Our girls 

and boys enjoyed showing off their creations and the level of 

creativity was ‘flying high’. 

 



 

News From The Pool 

Our recent home Gala against 

Manchester Grammar School saw 

our boys finish as victors with a 

score line of 176-167 in a closely 

fought gala with a high standard of 

swimming.  Our thanks to all the 

friends and family who were able 

to support our children. We look 

forward to our next home gala 

against Westholme on Monday. 

 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Charlie Singleton, Dylan Daw, 

Zahra Raja-Zahid, Jasper Hughes, 

Bethan Morriss, Luca Golden, 

Poppy Dyson, Eliana Malik, Zeidan 

Malik, Erin Roberts, Max Fell, Lucy 

Jones, Katy Parker, Jake 

Summersgill, Franz Xia, Adam 

Usman, Sofia Niven, Laina 

Thompson, Zack Zaman, Porter 

Leah, Isaac Finnie, Freddie 

Hancock-Grimley, Lilly Cook and 

Lula Stafford. 

Curiosity Sparks our Children’s 

Imaginations 

Inspired by topics studied in school, a 

number of our determined and creative 

pupils have taken it upon themselves to do 

some independent research and project 

work. 

Y4 pupil Sadie-May Feehan loves animals and 

her favourite subject is Science, so she 

relished the chance to put together a poster 

on English naturalist, geologist and biologist 

Charles Darwin. Her interest was piqued on 

a trip to the Natural History Museum in 

London where she saw his statue, original 

books and collection of finches. The 

research will stand her in good stead in her 

career aspirations to be a vet. 

 
 

Y3 sister and brother Bella and Joshua 

Hughes put together a booklet on the 

Ancient Egyptians after learning about them 

in school. These ancient history enthusiasts 

were intrigued by the mummification 

process, finding out more about 

Tutankhamun and thoroughly enjoyed a trip 

to Manchester Museum to view their vast 

collection.  Their favourite subject is Maths.

 
 

Meanwhile, Y5 pupil Robbie Jack did a 

piece on his grandfather, Professor 

Kenneth Jack, whose most notable 

achievement was to develop the 

Synthetic Ruby as well as an 

involvement in the creation of Sialon, 

winning many awards for his work. It is 

little wonder that Robbie’s favourite 

subject is Art and Design Technology as 

he likes ‘creating stuff’ – it looks like 

inventiveness could be a family trait! 

 

Fellow Y5 pupil Toby Burton also got 

creative as he penned his own story 

entitled ‘The Diary of a Viking Boy’. 

Toby’s favourite subject is Science but 

he also likes English as he enjoys 

creating fun stories and he was inspired 

to write this piece after reading the 

‘How To Train Your Dragon’ books. 

 
 
Switching languages to Spanish, Y4 pupil 

Yasmine Zaki created her own 

resource of Spanish words and phrases 

as a result of learning the language in 

school. 

 

 

Musical Excellence 

Congratulations to the following 

pupils on their recent Associated 

Board of the Royal Schools of 

Music exam results: 

Katie Billings: 

Grade 1 Baritone 

William Hadfield: 

Grade 1 Trumpet 

Caitlin Hill: 

Grade 3 Cello 

Samuel Hill: 

Grade 3 Violin 

Abigail Sullivan: 

Grade 2 Clarinet 

 


