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Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter, which is particularly full. Clearly, the children have been very busy over 

the past two weeks. Many congratulations to our U11 rugby team, which was victorious in the Rossall 7’s tournament, and 

also to our U11 football team, beaten finalists in the AJIS cup. Congratulations also to the winning team in the Y6 Maths 

Challenge. Y2 enjoyed a visit to St George’s Church and they then joined with Y3 for a trip to hear author Francesca Simon. 

Y5 were visited by the excellent Young Shakespeare Company and Y2 by the Vernon Building Society. We have enjoyed 

welcoming a number of parents into school recently, with a range of ‘surprise storytellers’ in Reception, parents talking about 

their career paths to Y3 and Dr Vaidyanathan talk about his team’s research into the production of biodegradable plastic as 

part of our ‘Waste Week’. It was good to see a large number of parents also at this year’s SPA Quiz. Many thanks, once again, 

to Heather and her team for organising. I look forward to seeing many of you at next week’s performances of Mary Poppins, 

which is certain to be another excellent production.  

The Weeks Ahead* 
Monday 25th March Trip to Jodrell Bank Y5W 9.00am-3.00pm 

Tuesday 26th March Cross Country, Bruntwood Park Y5+6 3.15-5.30pm 

Wednesday 27th March Rugby Festival @St Ambrose U10 12noon-3.45pm 

Thursday 28th March Rugby v KSM (A) U10 A+B 1.30-4.30pm 

Friday 29th March Football v APS (H) 

Trip to Jodrell Bank 

U11A 

Y5S+Y5C 

2.30-4.30pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Monday 1st April Parents’ Consultations Y3-6 4.00-7.00pm 

Tuesday 2nd April Parents’ Consultations Y3-6 4.00-6.00pm 

Wednesday 3rd April Easter Day 

Football Competition @ St Ambrose 

Mary Poppins Y6 Production 

Infants 

U9 

All Welcome 

1.30-3.00pm 

12noon-4.00pm 

7.00-8.00pm 

Thursday 4th April Mary Poppins Y6 Production All Welcome 7.00-8.00pm 

Friday 5th April End of Spring Term  3.35pm 
 

*Subject to change, please refer to the School Website for the most up-to-date information 

Holiday Care 

A reminder that Easter 

Holiday Care bookings 

are now being taken via 

Wisepay.  Places are 

limited and available on a 

first-come-first-served 

basis. 

Please contact Mrs 

Chawner in the school 

office if you would like to 

book using Child Care 

vouchers. 

An ‘Aspiring’ Afternoon for Y3 

Our Y3 children were treated to a visit by some of our school’s 

parents this week, who came to discuss their careers in an 

event called ‘Heroes and Aspirations’. 

Our parents talked about their career path and how they were 

encouraged and inspired to follow this route. Our boys and girls 

were able to hear first-hand about potential career paths from 

those working in fields such as law, architecture, technology 

and medicine. Thank you to those parents who took the time 

to come into school and giving the children such an enjoyable 

and informative afternoon of talks. 

 

A Musical Taster Proves Impressive 

 
Our music taster sessions came to an end this term 

with some informal concerts for parents. The termly 

taster sessions, on strings, woodwind and brass, have 

provided more pupils with the chance to try out a 

whole range of instruments. Parents were shown how 

sessions run, and pupils played and demonstrated a 

variety of sizes of instruments from trumpet and violin, 

to double bass. 

The next opportunity to try an 8 week taster course 

will be in September 2019.  

 

 



  

Rugby 7’s Victory for U11’s 

Our talented Y6 Rugby players returned home from the Rossall 7’s 

Festival triumphant after winning all their games. In the final game of 

the tournament, our squad played Kirkham, who are known as a 

team of tough and experienced competitors. With the score level at 

1-1 at half time, our players dug deep and defended incredibly well, 

making a colossal number of tackles and, as a result, ended up winning 

the game 2-1. The squad, made up of Roman Deans, Hugo Cooke, 

James Petch, Mohammed Abuhoraira, Christian Woodworth, Tom 

Woodside, Jack Williams, Mason Kitchen, Jenson Wilkinson and 

Mathew Ediker, put on a fantastic display of skill and enthusiasm at 

the festival. Earlier on during the day-long tournament our boys 

played a number of challenging games against Buchan, Rydal, St Mary’s 

and Pownall Hall. Despite the stormy weather and a host of 

challenging teams, our squad worked superbly as a team, winning all 

of these games without conceding a try.  

 
“The boys played a very high standard of rugby in very difficult conditions. 

I was extremely impressed by their team ethic and the determination 

shown, particularly in the final game. We have always shown great skill at 

the festival but this year the commitment of the players and the hard work 

they have put in at training really made them stand out.” Mr Taylor 

 

 

 

 
 

Y6 Book Club Gives Top Marks 

Our Year 6 Book Club have just finished reading ‘The 

Lie Tree’ by Frances Handinge. Caitlin Hill explains 

why she has given the book a rare 5 golden stars!  

 
 Year 6 Maths Challenge 

On Wednesday 13th March, our Y6 children visited the 

Senior School to take part in the Primary Maths 

Challenge, for which they were split into their 

respective Houses. There were 3 rounds: the first was 

a series of problems for our children to solve in their 

groups; the second round was called ‘the group relay’ 

where they had to answer questions using the previous 

answer; the final round was working as a split group, 

again answering a variety of problems. Our children 

battled against each other, raced around the Hallam Hall 

to beat each other and worked on difficult questions 

and they tell us that they all had had a wonderful time! 

1st place:  Christian Woodworth, Ali Raza,  

Owen Morris and Leon Porter. 

2nd place: Sean Duckworth, Annabel Huxley,  

Isaac Finnie and Katie Billings 

3rd place:  Lilly Cooke, Max Fell,  

Emma Broomhead and Holly Batey 

The overall winning House was Vernon this year. 

Well done to all our Y6 children for taking part and 

showing exemplary behaviour. Thank you to the Senior 

staff for running the challenge and to our 6 parent 

helpers. 

 

 

A Practically Perfect Evening’s Entertainment Awaits 

Have you got YOUR tickets yet?  Bookings are still being taken via 

Wisepay for this year’s Y6 production of Mary Poppins on 3rd and 

4th April. Our children have been rehearsing all year to bring you 

what promises to be a wonderful show. Tickets are £4.00 per 

adult and children can watch for free! We look forward to 

welcoming you to this supercalifragilisticexpialidocious show. 

 



  

Humble Beginnings for GB Hockey Squad 

Two of our former Junior School pupils, Holly 

Hunt and Erica Sanders, recently went to New 

Zealand, Australia and China to play hockey 

with the Great Britain senior ladies team. Back 

in 2008, as Y6 pupils, both girls were part of our 

successful U11 hockey team who made it 

through the local and regional rounds to the 

National finals where they came an impressive 

4th in the country.  

Right from an early age, they showed 

tremendous skill, passion and commitment to 

hockey and, Mrs Carroll tells us, were always a 

pleasure to coach. Both girls continued to play 

hockey in their Senior schools, as well as 

competing at County and Regional levels, before 

being picked for England U18s and U21s. Mrs 

Carroll is extremely proud of their 

achievements over the years and both names 

are ones to watch for in future competitions. 

 
 

 
 

A First for Harry 

Pre-Reception pupil Harry Dickinson was fortunate enough to be invited 

to have his picture taken on the pitch with the Manchester City First 

team against Watford last month. Harry has recently joined the 

Manchester City Disability Academy and was selected along with several 

other children from the academy. Harry told us it was a little scary but 

very exciting at the same time! 

 

Brothers In Arms 

Dylan Daw and his brother, Ollie, took part 

in the United Tae Kwondo Championships. 

Dylan won an impressive bronze medal after 

sparring in a gruelling six hour 

competition. This is the third year in a row 

that Dylan has won a bronze at the 

Championships, which sees competitors of all 

ages and Kup grades competing. Dylan’s 

younger brother Ollie took part in the 

Championships for the first time and came a 

commendable 4th in his sparring division, just 

missing out on a bronze medal by a single 

point in the semi-finals where he was 

competing against higher graded ‘7th Kup’ 

boys. An impressive result for both boys. 

 
 

 A Happy Birthday to… 

Alia Iqbal, Ronan Breen, Alfie McCluggage, Emily Rogan, Thomas Mungall, Amelia Delaney, Amelia Braid, George Yuan, Pearl 

Wolstenholme, Fatima Athar, Jasmine Afshar, Humaira Gurjee, Catherine Wickens, Erin Haisley, Lexie Whittaker, Abigail 

Snarr, Nicolette Leung, Thomas Stanton, Archie Maughan, Emmie Littler, Daniel Storey, Sophia St Clair, Sophia Lipniski and 

James Zhang. 

Book Club 

Our Reception children started 

their own book club recently. 

They are thoroughly enjoying 

talking about their library 

books, which they read each 

week. Our children have 

amazed us with their ‘re-tells’ 

and they have started to select 

emojis to describe how the 

book made them feel. They are 

even recommending books for 

their friends to read! 

 
 



  

Reception Have Time on Their Hands 

RC had lots of fun learning how to tell the time 

recently and demonstrated their skills with each 

other outside, by taking on the role of being the 

clock hands themselves! 

 
Our children have also continued their learning 

about animals and have been talking about 

habitats in particular. Our boys and girls were 

excited to get started on a challenge set, to make 

their own habitat picture. There was a variety of 

collage materials available and a range of animals 

to choose from. They were keen to explore 

textures and choose what would best create the 

impressive artwork which resulted. 

 
 

U11 Footballers Reach AJIS Cup Final 

On the way to the final our spirited team qualified in 2nd place from a group of 4 including King’s Chester, St. Bede’s and 

Newcastle Under Lyme, with Chester winning the group. Our boys then beat Bury, King’s Macc and Kirkham on the way to 

the final. In the final, after a very closely contested first 15 minutes, Chester scored three goals before half time. 3-0 down in 

a final would have seen most teams throw the towel in but our boys showed tremendous character to fight back and score 

twice without reply. In our massive effort to score the equaliser, Chester exposed the gaps in our defence to score a 4th 

right on the final whistle. Our boys should be very proud of their efforts to reach the final and even more so with their never-

say-die attitude. 

 

 

Plastic Is Not So Fantastic 

Year 5 and Year 6 were lucky to have one of our parents, Dr Vaidyanathan, 

from Sheffield University, come and talk about his team’s research into the 

production of biodegradable plastic. Mr Shuhaili, a PhD student, came along 

too.  Dr Vaidyanathan first spoke about plastic and the massive worldwide 

problem of plastic waste and what to do with it. 

 
He talked to us about the simple things such as the millions of small plastic 

bags we use in the supermarkets to put our fruit and veg in and the plastic 

used in food packaging.  He showed us photos of beaches with piles and 

piles of plastic waste washed up on the shore and animals that had been 

severely affected by small pieces of plastic.  We saw pictures of an 

uninhabited island in the Pacific Ocean, Henderson Island, where the 

beaches are covered in litter and plastic waste.  

 
He talked about landfill and the impact on the environment and he also 

told us that our generation was going to have to try and solve the problems 

which our parents’ generation have created! We found out that a normal 

plastic drinks bottle will take around 450 years to decompose, but the 

biodegradable plastic the team is developing will completely decompose in 

80 days.  The plastic is made from algae, grown in the labs.  It is a bio-

plastic and the algae is mixed with other compounds to make the plastic.  

Hopefully, the plastic will be ready for use by factories in five years’ 
time. By Roman Deans & Jack Williams 
 



  

Y2 Visit to St George’s Church 

On a chilly, damp Wednesday morning our Y2 children set off on a visit 

to St George’s church. Their trip was very special as it is the same church 

which the Senior pupils attended on Founder’s Day. Our boys and girls 

were given a tour of the church and many of its special features were 

highlighted. Our children were delighted to have the opportunity to sing 

in the choir and liked the font baptisms take place.   Everyone returned 

with an impressive amount of knowledge from the day: ‘We learnt that the 

church had lots of purple for lent.’ Qailah told us.  William said: ‘I liked looking 

at the different features of the church. My favourite was the lectern with the 

golden eagle.’. Whilst Ollie added: ‘I liked the symbols all over the ceiling!’, 

with Ellie telling us ‘I sat on the special chair, it was the vicar’s chair.’  

 

 
 

 

 

The Value of Money 

Our Y2 children had a visit from the Vernon 

Building Society this week and learnt about the 

differences between a bank and building 

society as part of a fun story called Little Croc’s 

Purse. 

 
Little Croc found a purse and met a gentleman 

called Murdoch. Murdoch was not his real 

identity. He pretended to be the owner of the 

purse and tried to encourage Little Croc to 

give him the purse using the power of 

persuasion.   At the end, Little Croc met the 

rightful owner of the purse.  

It encouraged the children to talk more about 

the importance of spending, sharing and saving. 

It then started a class discussion about why it 

is important to save; what are wants and 

needs? Our children were asked to determine 

whether school uniform, clothes, and 

toothbrush are wants or needs. Our boys and 

girls then thought more about where we get 

money from and whether all professions earn 

the same amount. Hopefully the activity gave 

our children the inspiration to save! 

 
 

 

Young Shakespeare 

Our Y5 children enjoyed watching a truly 

inspirational performance of A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream performed by The Young 

Shakespeare Company. 

It was an hilarious interpretation of one of the 

Bard’s favourite comedies and featured 

magnificent performances by some of our Y5 

volunteers playing the parts of Lysander, 

Helena, Hermia, Demetrius (the star crossed 

lovers) and Theseus, Hippolyta and Egeus. 

 

 

 

 

Reaching For The Sky 

A group of 37 pupils from the Senior and Junior Schools made up four 

teams who, together, took part in the Manchester Schools Climbing 

Competition at Rock Over Climbing Centre recently.  

 
It was a great event with over 200 pupils taking part to compete for 

individual categories as well as an overall team prize. This year we decided 

to take a different approach to selection, which made the team prize a 

little harder to achieve, but made the school experience more inclusive. 

All the pupils put in huge efforts and climbed really well on the varied 

problem set for them. It is a big learning curve for those who have not 

taken part before and it was fantastic to see everyone supporting each 

other. It was a great day which was enjoyed by everyone. All the pupils 

left with smiles on their faces, whether they had a medal or not. 



  

A Waste of Time? 

As well as the visit to our Y5 and 6 children from Dr Vaidyanathan, 

pupils across the school have been busy learning about ‘waste’.  

Y1 took on the challenge of litter picking whilst out on a walk 

around the school grounds. Our children were challenged to spot 

the various bins provided around school and it led to a great deal 

of discussion about plastic waste and compostable waste.  

Y2 enjoyed looking around school in the different classrooms and 

asking the teachers about how many objects they use that are 

made out of plastic. They spoke to lots of staff members and 

observed that in both our Reception classrooms so many objects 

and toys were made out of plastic. Katy Parker commented: ‘We 

should try and recycle plastic - don’t buy too many plastic water bottles, 

instead use either a glass of water or fill up your plastic water container 

each day for school.’  

Y3 have had a lot of fun collaborating and creating their own songs 

about stopping people from using single use plastics. They 

particularly enjoyed filming their creations using a green screen. 

Our children came up with strong messages which highlighted the 

impact plastic has on the environment and suggested alternatives 

such as paper bags and paper straws.  

 
Y4 worked in groups, answering questions from an environmental 

survey and also looked at the impact of microbeads in the food 

chain. These tiny beads of plastic are found in toiletry products 

such as toothpastes and facial scrubs. Our children were surprised 

to learn that these microbeads are finding their way into food 

chains and possibly onto their dinner plates! 

 

Theatre Trip Inspires Our Children 

Our Y2 and Y3 children were excited to visit the Plaza 

Theatre in Stockport on Friday morning to hear all 

about the new Horrid Henry book Up, Up and Away. 

The fantastic author Francesca Simon told her 

audience all about her career, sharing some of her 

inspirational ideas and tips for writing stories.  

 
Our children enjoyed listening to her read one of the 

stories from her new book and even got to join in 

with the sound effects! A great time was had by all 

and our children were thrilled to receive a signed 

copy of the book on arrival back at school. 

Some of our Y3 pupils were so inspired by the 

morning’s visit that, at lunch time, they went to the 

library to take out some more Horrid Henry books! 

 
 

All Aboard! 

Our Pre-Reception children were very excited to receive a visit 

from a real train driver this week as part of their topic on The 

Magic Train Ride. Mr Newhouse came to talk with our children 

about his role, he also brought with him some magic tickets! Our 

children heard first hand all about the trains he drives and were 

keen to share their own experiences of going on a train too!   

 

Founder’s Day 

With Founder’s Day clashing with Red Nose Day, we 

decided it was easier to move the former than the 

latter! We once again held a special assembly to 

commemorate the founding of the school and the 

contribution of Sir Edmund Shaa and all those who 

have followed. This term’s Head Girl and Head Boy, 

Hephzibah and Thomas, closed our short ceremony 

with our words of thanksgiving: “Let us, who are at 

the school today, give thanks for the wider community of 

the school, those who run the school, our parents and the 

Old Stopfordians and for all those who help to make our 

school.” 

 
House Football 

Congratulations to this year’s winners, Nicholson. 

 



 

Comic Relief – Red Nose Day 
Our children had a super day last Friday as they donned their best ‘nose’ outfits and raised an incredible £603.46 

for Comic Relief. A fabulous total, not to be sniffed at! 

 


