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Welcome to a truly bumper end of term edition of our Newsletter. We’ve 

all enjoyed a great final week, with the fabulous Y6 production of 

Madagascar a clear highlight. My thanks and congratulations to all those 

involved. We have also been taking part in Sport Relief, with a range of lunch 

time activities organised by our House Captains and a ‘dress in sports 

clothes’ to finish. The children all looked suitably sporty and colourful and 

the staff also impressed, with many adopting a 1980’s Fame theme! Many 

congratulations to our U11 Girls who won the inaugural AJIS Football 

Tournament with an impressive run of results. Our U10 boys also made it 

through to the final of their AJIS tournament and they were unlucky to lose 

to a late goal in a very well-contested final. Congratulations also not only to 

our Poetry Competition winners but to all those who made it through to 

the final. The standard was very high throughout and we all thoroughly 

enjoyed the various pieces. We also celebrated National Poetry Day with a 

visit from Matt Goodfellow, who had all of the Juniors laughing and joining 

in with his excellent poems. You will find below news of much more that 

has been happening around school but, for now, it only remains for me to 

wish you all a very Happy Easter and a lovely break. We look forward to 

seeing everyone back with us on April 16th. 

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 16th April Start of Summer Term  8.35am 

Friday 20th April Cricket v Lady Barn (H) U11A-C 2.00-4.30pm 

Monday 23rd April Biathlon 6C, 6B, 5T & 5C 1.05-3.30pm 

Wednesday 25th April Caernarfon Residential Y6 8.45am depart 

Friday 27th April Caernarfon Residential Y6 7.00pm return 

 

Waste Not, Want Not 

Y3 took part in ‘Waste week’ recently.  Our 

children were encourage to think about how 

we can reduce our waste.  

 
Our boys and girls went on a fact-finding 

mission and were surprised to discover some 

rather shocking facts… 

It’s thought that there will be more plastic than 

fish (by weight) in the sea by 2050. 

1.4 million bananas are thrown away in the UK 

each day. 

UK families each waste £700 a year on food. 

Using the idea of ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’, 

our children made a pledge to make one 

small change to their lives to help to reduce 

the waste they produce. Some suggestions 

were taking clothes to a charity shop, using a 

reusable water bottle and eating up your 

food or taking less. 

 
 

 

Easter Holiday Care 

Booking Forms are available now from the School Office for our Easter 

Holiday Care. Holiday Care will run between Tuesday 3rd and Friday 6th 

April and Monday 9th to Friday 13th April from 8.30am-5.45pm each day at 

a cost of £20 per day. Our children will be provided with a safe and 

stimulating environment in which to enjoy, amongst other things, baking, 

riding bikes, dressing-up, creative playing and clay modelling. Please call Miss 

Jones direct on 07947 140685 for availability. Please note 4th, 9th and 10th 

April are now fully booked. 

 

Easter Cheer 

Our children helped to raise an ‘eggcellent’ amount of money for Francis 

House this week, buying knitted Easter chicks before morning registration. 

Scissor Man Goes for the Double 

Scissor Man, aka the mild-mannered 

Headmaster of the Junior School, has doubled 

the challenge by taking on the Manchester 

Marathon as well as London. Many thanks to 

those who have already sponsored him. He is 

raising money for The Little Princess Trust. 

justgiving.com/fundraising/timwheelervlm2018 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/timwheelervlm2018


  

Girls’ Football Gathers Pace 

After practising every Friday lunchtime since the start of the school year, 

our U11 girls had their first fixture v St. Winifred’s. Two games were played, 

watched by a large crowd. The results were mixed, with a 3-3 draw and a 

0-5 defeat. Clearly, lessons were learned from both games and the girls 

looked forward to competing in the AJIS tournament to be held at St. Bede’s 

the following Monday… 

Success followed as the girls became the first team to win the newly formed 

AJIS cup competition, which had been rearranged after the original date was 

hit by bad weather. This meant that four schools entered, with Bury sending 

two teams. A round robin tournament was held with everyone playing each 

other once.  After comfortably beating each of the two Bury teams 3-0, a 

tense 0-0 draw against St. Bede’s followed. With our last opponents 

Bridgewater having won their opening 3 games we had to win the match to 

take home the shield. A strong team performance saw us win 1-0, which 

meant we had gone through the competition without conceding a single 

goal. Congratulations to Anna Porter, Charli Barnett, Nancy Dawkes, 

Niamh Bentley, Aryanah Latif (GK), Sara Watson, Annie Cooke, and Freya 

Niven.  

To quote the girls: 

 “We played exceptionally well, it was a great experience and we are honoured 

to have won!” 

 
 

             

 

 

Time to Learn 

 
Our Reception children have started learning 

how to tell o’clock times. The boys and girls 

enjoyed using their bodies as the minute and 

hour hands to make different o’clock times in 

the playground.  

 

 

 Dylan’s Alive and Kicking 

Congratulations to Dylan Daw of Y3K after 

scooping 2 bronze medals at the United 

Taekwon-do Organisation Annual 

Championships, which took place in 

Manchester recently.   Dylan won one of his 

medals for his performance in the Individual 

Pattern competition, and the other was in a 

closely contested sparring competition. 

  
 



  

Annual Poetry Competition 

The overall winners, who receive a £5 book voucher, are: 

Jenson Wilkinson, who read an original and extremely 

powerful and moving poem called “Goodnight Soldier” which he 

read at his Grandfather’s funeral.  

Saara Gujree, who read a poem called “It Wasn’t Me”. Mrs 

Lawson commented that Saara ironically looks like she has 

never been bad in her whole life! Her annunciation was also 

excellent.  

Sophia Krywonos, who performed a poem called 

“Snowball”. Her delivery was lovely, and she even managed to 

supress a little giggle on the final funny line.  

Well done to all the entrants this year, especially our finalists. 

As always, the effort which had gone into learning the poem, 

rehearsing the performance and even preparing costumes was 

excellent. Our thanks to Mrs Lawson for undertaking the 

incredibly tricky task of judging and choosing our winners.  

 

Netting a Win 

Our U10 netballers were delighted last week, having 

beaten Kirkham 9-0 in the AJIS U10 Netball Tournament 

at King’s Macclesfield. Well done to all the girls for 

competing and to Mrs Cooke and Mrs Courtney for their 

support. 

 
 

A Shocking Science Lesson 

Our Y5 children got a shock when they attended Science club 

this week. Through learning about electricity, they magically 

made water bend and stuck balloons to walls! They then had 

the opportunity to have a go on the Vann de Graaff generator, 

watching as their hair slowly started to stand upright. 

 

AJIS Rugby 

Our Y6 rugby team travelled to Merchant Taylor’s School 

in Crosby for the AJIS Rugby tournament. Our team were 

placed in a tough group containing Kings’ Macclesfield, 

AKS and Manchester Grammar but they battled hard and 

managed to win all three matches placing them top of the 

group. The second stage of the competition involved 

playing St Ambrose and Cheadle Hulme (who also finished 

top of their groups). We lost both of these matches 

despite a brave comeback against St Ambrose. Individually, 

there were some excellent performances and Mr Jones 

was particularly impressed by a couple of Robert Stanton's 

try-saving tackles. The team showed great promise for the 

future. 

Knowsley Knows How to Impress Y3 

Our Y3 pupils had an amazing day at Knowsley Safari Park. 

All our girls and boys learnt lots of facts about the animals as 

they drove around the Safari Park, stopping to watch the 

cheeky baboons dig into hundreds of delicious eggs!  

They also learnt about the funny terms used to name groups 

of animals (a dazzle of zebras!), watched some very clever 

sea lions in the show, saw baby bats in the spooky bat house 

and had a session in the Discovery Centre where they had 

the opportunity to look at and handle animal skulls, African 

land snails, a royal python and a bearded dragon! 

 
 



  

AJIS Footballers Make The Final 

SGJS were the runners up in the recent AJIS U10’s football competition held 

at St. Bede’s school. After comfortably beating King’s Macclesfield and Bury at 

the group stage, they then recovered from a goal down to beat a very physical 

Merchant Taylor’s 2-1 in the semi-final. 

This set up the match of the tournament versus Manchester Grammar in the 

final. Watched by the other 10 schools, who had stayed for the presentation, 

the game swung one way then the other as the lead was exchanged several 

times. Unfortunately, with 2 minutes remaining, MGS scored the crucial goal 

to take a 3-2 lead to which they managed to hang on. Although disappointed, 

the boys had all performed extremely well. Jack William’s pace and striking 

ability would have grabbed the headlines, but the teamwork and skills shown 

by all leaves us looking forward to, and optimistic for, next season. 

 

                                                                                                                                                            

Sweet Success for Saara 

 
Saara Gurjee had a fantastic weekend of 

four shows recently, as she performed in a 

ballet production of Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory at Centre Pointe in 

Denton. 

 

 

 
Shelfie Winner 

 
Congratulations to Lilly Cook who wins a 

£5 book voucher for guessing the most 

photos and staff names correctly in our 

recent competition. 
 

 

 

Reception Discover Creepy Crawlies 

As part of their topic on animals, Reception have been studying mini-beasts 

this week, enjoying a mini-beast hunt outside. The children looked under logs 

and leaves and even patted their feet on the grass until some worms came out 

of the soil.  

 
 

 
 

Y4 Are Pitch Perfect 

Y4S have been investigating pitch in Science 

as part of their topic on sound. Using 

cardboard boxes and elastic bands to make 

instruments with high and low notes, our 

children discovered that high pitched notes 

were made by shorter, thinner and tighter 

bands and lower pitched notes were made 

by elastic bands which were thicker, looser 

and longer. 

Afterwards our boys and girls got into 

groups to make their own music and 

perform to the class, calling themselves 

'The Elastic Band'!  

 

 
 



  

Climbing To the Top 

On Wednesday 21st March, we entered a team into the Greater 

Manchester Climbing Competition. Our team of Y4 children, along with 

Mr Vernon, accompanied two other teams from the Senior School. With 

high expectations with the Senior School team having won the competition 

for the last two years, our Juniors stepped up to the mark and certainly did 

not disappoint. 

Our team, consisting of Viola Phillips, Erin Roberts, Harriet Hanger, Sadie 

Canty, Clara Zelhof, Will Dyson, Arun Patel, Oliver Cresswell, Joshua 

Muamba and Adrian Ryt, are all members of Mr Pinder’s climbing club. 

Some of the children have climbed outside of school before but the 

majority are beginners. However, their enthusiasm, persistence and 

determination really shone through and the team, despite being up against 

teams consisting of Y5 and Y6 children from other schools, managed to 

finish in second place. Will commented: “It’s been my favourite day of the 

year so far!”  

What an amazing achievement and a testament to the hard work and great 

teamwork of these aspiring young climbers. When asked about the 

competition, Harriet replied: “It was really fun. We came second and I feel 

much more confident now.” It was a fantastic event to be part of and the 

children, although very tired, came home brimming with excitement and 

new found confidence. Oliver said: “It was an epic day of climbing...my fingers 

hurt now!” 

 
 

 

Reception Art Afternoon

 
Our Reception Children enjoyed another 

lovely afternoon with their parents last week. 

Several parents joined us for an ‘animal 

themed’ art afternoon in the hall. Our children 

enjoyed making bird masks with their parents 

and turning a photo of themselves into an 

animal of their choice.  

 
There was some fantastic artwork produced 

and the children all had a lovely afternoon. 

Thank you to all those parents that could join 

us. 

 

 

Marvellous Music 

Senior School Head Boy, Sam 

Howard, came to play some classical 

guitar at a recent assembly. Apart 

from his excellence on the guitar, 

Sam is also shining academically and 

has been offered a place to read 

Mathematics at New College 

Oxford, one of ten offers made to 

our sixth formers this year. Sam’s 

visit was part of a regular 

programme of musicians and singers 

who come over from the Senior 

School to perform. For our 

children, apart from being 

entertained, we hope that they will 

be inspired and encouraged as they 

see what is possible if they keep 

practising as they move up through 

the school. 

SPA Reps Meeting 

We discussed a wide range of 

questions and queries at our 

recent meeting. A summary of 

questions and our response is 

being distributed via Classlist and 

will also be made available on the 

portal. Alternatively, please 

contact your class rep for a copy. 

Our thanks to those parents who 

were able to attend.  

We are very much looking 

forward to the next SPA Quiz 

Night, which takes place on Friday 

27th April. You do not need to be 

an expert quizzer to enjoy the 

evening. Mr Wheeler, fresh (he 

hopes) from the London 

Marathon, will be setting the 

questions once again.  

Putting Their Dancing Shoes On 

Several of our girls recently took part in a 

dance show with Caroline Dean School of 

Dance.  After months of extra practice and 

rehearsals, the girls were able to showcase 

what they had learnt over a busy weekend of 

five shows. Amelie and Klara Joubert, 

Philippa Othen, Neave and Lula Stafford, 

Giulia Burns and Abigail Snarr all enjoyed the 

show and gained lots of confidence from the 

experience. 

 
 



  

Y6 Footballers Brave the Weather in Blackpool 

The annual Y6 Football Tour to the Fylde Coast took 

place on 16th and 17th March. On the way to their 

overnight accommodation in St. Anne’s, three matches 

were played against Bolton School. Although the B’s and 

C’s lost their games, the A team took part in a thriller 

to register a 7-5 victory.  Afterwards, clear blue skies 

made their proposed walk along the promenade an 

inviting prospect. So, with the sun setting, they ventured 

out into the now bitter cold early evening. The comfort 

and warmth of the Seafarers fish and chip restaurant was 

the venue for a hearty meal. The fish eaten by the staff 

were so big that they were brought out on trays! Our 

children rounded off their meals by tucking into a variety 

of sundaes and crumbles. Saturday morning was even 

colder than the night before. The House competition 

was played at Stanley Park, but it was cut short due to 

the arctic conditions. Arden were the winners as they 

won all 3 of their matches. A trip to the Blackpool FC 

souvenir shop saw the boys take advantage of their 

‘Young Seasiders’ membership. A £5 fee to join was 

rewarded with a voucher to exchange for a replica team 

shirt (which all the boys took advantage of). They also 

purchased many other items before lunching at 

McDonalds and then moving on to the Blackpool v 

Southend Division One fixture. A 1-1 draw was 

probably a fair result, but the concentration levels of all 

were tested as we all battled against the elements. 

The sanctuary of the warm bus was appreciated as 

everyone made their journey home. 

We are sure all the boys enjoyed the trip; their 

behaviour throughout the tour was exemplary.          

 

A Great End to the Y5 Hockey Season  

Well done to the Year 5 hockey teams who played Kings 

Macclesfield for their last match of the season. Whilst their 

individual ball control and position play have improved 

enormously this year, they have struggled to build an attack or 

finish. On this occasion, however, the attacking play was 

excellent with the girls finding space on their strong side and 

passing well to get the ball into the D where attacking players 

were well positioned to shoot. The A team won 3-1 and the B 

team won by a comfortable 8-0. 

 
 

Animal Magic in Pre-Reception 

Following on from their ‘Tin Forest’ Book Week activities, our 

children showed a fascination with animals. The excitement 

continued to grow when a letter arrived from Elmer along with 

some number and phonic games for our children to play.  

Our boys and girls got creative and helped to paint a life-size 

Elmer and a tiger. If you are brave enough, come and see the 

classroom, which is definitely more of a jungle at the minute!  

Our children are all looking forward to the arrival of the ‘jeep’ 

to go on adventures, armed with maps, bags and binoculars… 

who knows what animals they might find! 

 
 

 

 A Happy Birthday to… 

Flora Dunnington-Barfaraz, Fatima Athar, Erin Haisley, Abigail Snarr, Hamish Singleton, Amelia Delaney, Alfie McCluggage, 

Emily Rogan, Archie Maughan, Daniel Storey, Sophia St Clair, George Yuan, Thomas Stanton, Toby Burton, Ayan Mahmood, 

Arun Patel, Ronan Breen, Humaira Gurjee, Sophia Lipniski, Eiliya Noman, James Boyle, Patrick Zhu, Stephen Monk, Luke 

Constantine-Williams, Freya Niven, Amber Sullivan, Reis Patel and Philippa Othen. 

Pre-Reception Dance for Sports Relief 

Our Pre-Reception children donned their best dance 

wear recently and enjoyed an afternoon disco to kick 

start the Sports Relief activities within school.  

 



 

 

 

 

Y6 Production is a Roaring Success 

It’s been a wild, wild time for Y6 as they completed their 

week of rehearsals for the Madagascar musical production 

and were thrilled to don their beautiful costumes (courtesy 

of SGS parent Mrs H Vlassis and Mrs Jane Wimbleton).  

Audiences got into the swing, or shall we say ‘beat’ of things 

with the well-known song I like to move it, move it from the 

Disney film, plus a host of other catchy, varied songs.  

The fab four of Marty (Molly Parnell), Alex (Jameson Chatha), 

Gloria (Pippa Othen) and Melman (Nick Turner) kept us 

amused, enchanted and on the edge of our seats as their bid 

for freedom took them on their travels, encountering 

penguins, lemurs, lionesses, New Yorkers and the evil foosas. 

Jameson (Alex the lion): “I absolutely loved the play, it was such 

an honour to play Alex the lion. I thoroughly enjoyed the whole 

show”. 

And Molly (Marty the zebra): “I really enjoyed the show; it was 

hard work but it was all worth it.” 

Well done to all of our Y6 children for the great energy in 

their singing, dancing and acting and for leaving us such 

brilliant memories. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


