
  

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter the new school year and a particular welcome to visitors to our Open 

Morning. Although we are only a couple of weeks into the term, this packed newsletter shows just how busy the children 

have been, both in and out of school. It would take a whole book to cover everything that the children do but we hope that 

you find this an interesting selection of all that has been going on. They have returned with their usual energy and enthusiasm 

and it has been great to see the school come back to life. It has been an exciting summer in terms of development and we 

continue to work to further improve facilities for the children. Our new changing rooms will be finished soon and the canopy 

and new infant entrance should also be completed over half term. The next stage is to build a new Pre-Reception classroom, 

extend the Reception outdoor areas and then finish everything off by landscaping and redeveloping the playgrounds. The end 

result will see further significant improvements to the outdoor areas available to the children. The new Astro in the courtyard 

looks fantastic – many thanks to the SPA for co-funding this project. The second stage will see us install an outdoor classroom 

so that we can make increased used of this excellent space. Finally, congratulations to all those who were successful in Music 

and LAMDA exams over the summer.  

 
The Weeks Ahead 

Saturday 21st September OPEN MORNING 

Football v KSM (Tournament) (A) 

All Welcome 

U11A 

10.00am-12noon 

10.00am-12noon 

Wednesday 25th September Phonics ‘Stay and Play’ Reception 9.00-9.30am 

Thursday 26th September Football v St Ambrose (A) 

Netball v KSM (H) 

U10 A+B 

U11 A+B 

1.15-4.15pm 

3.30-5.00pm 

Friday 27th September Trip to East Lancs Railway 

Etihad Football Festival 

Y6 

Y4 

8.35am-3.35pm 

9.00am-1.00pm 

Monday 30th September Tag Rugby (opponents TBC)  U9 Times TBC 

Wednesday 2nd October Netball v SMH (H) (TBC) 

Poetry Competition 

U11A+B & U10A 

KS2 

3.00-5.00pm 

8.30-9.30am 

Thursday 3rd October York Residential Departs 

Poetry Competition 

Y4 

KS1 

7.45am 

8.30-9.30am 

Friday 4th October York Residential Returns 

Football v CHS (H) 

Hockey v CHS (H) 

Etihad Football Festival 

Y4 

U11 A+B 

U11 A+B 

Y3 

5.30pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

9.00am-1.00pm 

Saturday 5th October Woodbank Park Cross Country  10.30am-12noon 

 

Holiday Care 

Bookings for October half 

term Holiday Care will soon 

be available via Wisepay. 

Dates will be available 

throughout the two week 

break.  Places are limited so 

look out for the email 

confirmation when dates 

become available to book. 

 

Open 

Morning 
21st September 2019 

Hockey Season Opener 

Our Y5 & 6 girls had their first matches of the season, playing 

Manchester High, earlier this week. Y6 had a very even, end to end 

game and came out with a draw. Our Y5 team started the game at pace 

but soon ran out of energy and were overtaken, ending the match with 

a loss. Nevertheless, an encouraging start to the season from both year 

groups. 

 
 
 

Enjoying the Fruits of Their Labour 

 

Our Reception children have enjoyed getting 

creative this week, learning all about patterns; 

making their own designs using paint, objects, 

beads, even fruit! Our boys and girls enjoyed 

eating the fruit kebabs as a special treat!  

 

 



  

Y6 School Officials 

Congratulations to our Head Boy and Head Girl and House Captains 

selected for the Autumn term. 

 
Head Girl and Head Boy 

Erin R and Thomas S 

 

 
Nicholson 

Katherine M and Freddie H-G 

 
Vernon 

Malak H and Zak H 

 
Warren 

Sam H and Connie S

 
Arden 

Nel R and Mustafah K 

 

 

 

Y2 Enjoy a Visit to The Lowry 

Our Y2 children visited The Lowry last week and looked around the 

gallery, learnt some facts about L.S. Lowry and observed some of the 

equipment he actually used. 

Our boys and girls enjoyed a workshop session which included using 

techniques like stippling and using dots for crowds and freckles, cross 

making, drawing with a rubber for light and shade and smudging for 

tone. 

Our children also had the opportunity to try and draw a line and then 

wash with a water soluble pen to create a sense of atmosphere. 

The day was rounded off with a 30 second and one minute drawing 

exercise where they had to look at the subject, not their paper, and 

draw without removing the pencil.  

 
 

 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Tom S,  Ethan T, Julia T, Uzair M, Aadhrith S, Zayaan U, Ibrahim S, Gracie H, Amelia H-G, Matthew M, William B, Toby L, 

Aaliya S, Thiana Q, Lucas S and Jacob T. 



  

Ella Puts her Wheels in Motion 

Last Sunday Y6 pupil Ella M and her Y3 brother Henry set out as the 

youngest riders ever to take part in the Seashell Sportive in Cheshire. 

Unfortunately, owing to a crash, Henry was out at mile 9 but his older 

sister completed the 50km course in 2hrs 57mins, raising £270 for 

the Seashell Trust. The charity is dedicated to providing a creative, 

happy and secure environment for children and young people with 

complex and severe learning disabilities, which include little or no 

language abilities.  Ella even managed to get a photo with Fran Millar, 

CEO of Team Ineos (a British professional cycling team that competes 

at UCI World Team level), at the end of the race, before insisting on 

cycling home! If you would like to donate to this very worthy cause, 

please go to: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/henryandella 

 

 

Owl Babies in Y1 

 
Our Y1 children have settled into their new 

classes and have been enjoying learning about 

owls through the Owl Babies story. They have 

thought about how Sarah, Percy and Bill felt 

when their mother was gone and how they felt 

when she returned with food. Our boys and 

girls have acted out the story in front of the 

class and have then completed some beautiful 

writing to retell the story. 

Alongside this, our children have made their 

own collage of owls! 

 

Reception Enjoy Their New Surroundings 

Our Reception children have all settled in really well and enjoyed exploring 

their new classrooms. Our boys and girls have produced cakes in the play 

dough area, made pirate boats outside and investigated how to make 

shadows with the torches. They were excited to start their new topic on 

dinosaurs and have even watched a dinosaur egg hatch that they found in 

their dinosaur swamp! 

 

 

  

LAMDA Success 

A fantastic result from our LAMDA pupils this summer, with everyone passing their exams. An impressive 42, out of the 45 

children who took the exam, were awarded Distinctions.  

Going with the Flow in Y6 

As part of their river topic, our Y6 children have been 

looking at how rivers form and change on their journey 

to the sea. 

Our boys and girls first used hose pipe to serve as the 

river source and then watched as the river naturally 

formed. They identified the different features and 

labelled them with flags. It was particularly interesting 

to see erosion and deposition happening immediately. 

Our fascinated children then looked at how rivers 

change course due to erosion and deposition, causing 

meanders and oxbow lakes.  

 
 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/henryandella?fbclid=IwAR1OKAFgv93KMDNIMWs84MMHiqLm8qoybrVaSQp_DFg7fVwLk7dt_Bv-9cc


  

Building Update 

 
Our building has undergone a number of impressive redevelopments and improvements over the past few months. Thanks to 

an extension to the front of the building, the changing rooms will double in size before being fully kitted out and ready to use. 

Our children are very excited about this improvement, especially as they are able to see work in progress thanks to a number 

of viewing portholes.  

 
 

Our Site Manager, Phil, came to an assembly and he happily answered the plentiful questions from our intrigued children. Our 

hall, which hosts assemblies, visiting speakers, authors, theatre companies and indoor sports and activities such as dance and 

yoga, has also been refurbished. The Courtyard, which a number of classrooms look out on, has had a makeover, thanks to a 

donation by the SPA. It has been landscaped with artificial lawns, providing an all-year-round play surface for our children. 

Finally, the start of term saw the completion of an entirely new roof for the main building and the removal of large quantities 

of scaffolding which had enveloped the Junior School throughout the summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Champ 

Y5 pupil Chethas R proudly 

holds the shield that he won at 

the Stockport District Cubs 

Chess Tournament over the 

summer break. 

Chethas was representing 1st 

Great Moor Scouts and won five 

out of his six matches. 

In March this year we reported 

how he represented Cheshire 

and North Wales in the Under 9 

Northern Zone Chess 

Championships too.  Another 

great result - well done Chethas! 

 

Musical Assembly 

Our Y3-6 children enjoyed an assembly with 

Senior School Assistant Director of Music 

Mr Kennedy and a group of peripatetic 

music staff this week who told the children 

all about our music taster sessions.  

 
The peripatetic music staff played pieces on 

the saxophone, clarinet, cello, double bass, 

violin and viola and answered insightful 

questions from the inquisitive budding 

musicians. The taster sessions are free and 

are a great way to uncover a love of music 

and develop a taste for a musical instrument. 

Y3 See the Light 

Our Y3 children have been learning about 

light. They have investigated how different 

amounts of light reflect off different 

objects and used this knowledge to make 

their own reflector to help them to stay 

safe in the dark. Our boys and girls then 

tested their reflectors in the dark tent. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Y5 Find the Key 

Our children in Y5S enjoyed a Science lesson all about classification 

this week.  The class were asked to classify materials and, working in 

groups, used post it notes to create classification keys. They used lots 

of great scientific vocabulary too! 

 

Life Science Inspires Ethan 

Y5 pupil Ethan T discovered a love of Life Sciences 

over the summer whilst visiting the Linnean 

Society of London with his parents. Founded in 

1788, the society is the world’s oldest active 

biological society and it was here that that Charles 

Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace outlined the 

theory of evolution by natural selection in 1858! 

Ethan participated in an evening of detective work 

to discover how life survives in the most extreme 

environments and took part in an escape room 

themed around life in a Mobile Cave in Romania. 

He also learned how carnivorous plants, such as 

the Venus fly trap, have adapted to live in poor 

nutrient soils, and named his own species! 

 

Music Success 

Congratulations to the following children on their recent music exam 

results: 

Sam H  Grade 4 Violin (Merit) 

Malak H Grade 1 Violin (Merit) 

Robbie J Grade 2 Violin (Pass) 

Melika M Grade 1 Violin (Pass) 

Arun P  Grade 2 Violin (Pass) 

Alexander P Grade 1 Violin (Merit) 

Erin R  Grade 2 Singing (Merit) 

Thomas S Grade 1 Flute (Distinction) 

Harry S  Grade 1 Cello (Pass) 

Zahira T Grade 1 Violin (Merit) 

Arthur W Grade 3 B Flat Cornet (Merit) 

Clara Z  Grade 3 Singing (Merit) 

Lucas S  Grade 1 Cello (Merit) 

Sophia M Grade 1 Guitar 

Toby G  Grade 2 Guitar 

Well done, also, to the following children on completing their Pre-

Grade exams: 

Robert A Violin 

Poppy D Piano 

Gracie H Piano 

 

 

All England Dance Champ 

Congratulations to Y2 Pupil Ophelia S who 

competed in the All England Dance National Finals 

in London over the summer. She was awarded a 

gold medal in the ‘Age 6  and under character solo’ 

category.  Ophelia was astounded with the result 

and said “Well, I didn’t expect that!”   

 

Y6 Learn to Believe in Themselves 

Our Y6 children having been discovering self-discipline, 

resilience, self-belief and determination in their PHSE lessons 

this term. Our boys and girls have been focusing on how these 

can be improved in all areas of life and have been exploring the 

mantra ‘No Human Is Limited’. 

https://www.ineos159challenge.com/ 

 

 

https://www.ineos159challenge.com/

