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Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. There have once again been many exciting things going on both in and 

out of school. We very much enjoyed our Harvest assembly and some of the children from Y3 then distributed the many 

generous gifts which had been sent into school. The buzz from Y5 attempting their K’Nex challenge was immediately evident 

on entering the room and the children, as ever, rose to the challenge. Y4 and Y5 both very much enjoyed their residential 

trips and they were also buzzing on their return. The Infants enjoyed a visit from theatrical story-tellers Tell Tale Hearts and 

Pre-R have been out and about exploring. In class, Year 2 have produced some ‘magical’ writing and Reception have finally 

discovered my secret (I am actually a dinosaur!). (Had I known this at the start of the week, the rather puzzling conversation 

I had with various children from Reception over Monday lunchtime would have made much more sense! When they asked 

me why I was a dinosaur, it seemed easiest just to roar at them and keep smiling!) Congratulations to Lucy and Harriet for 

their biathlon results, to Arthur, Sam and Robbie for their success in the cross-country and to Neave and Ella for their 

gymnastics. I hope everyone enjoys a lovely half term break. 

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 4th November Autumn Term Resumes  8.35am 

Tuesday 5th November Netball v Pownall Hall (A) U9 1.00-4.30pm 

Wednesday 6th November Football v Moorfield Primary School (A) U11 A 2.45-4.30pm 

Thursday 7th November Football v The Grange (H) 

Netball v The Grange (H) 

U10 A-D 

U10 A+B 

2.30-3.35pm 

2.30-3.35pm 

Friday 8th November Hockey v AESG (H) 

Football v Bolton (H) 

U11 A+B & U10 A 

U10 A+B 

3.30-4.45pm 

3.45-5.00pm 

Monday 11th November Rugby AJIS Festival (A) Merchant Taylor U10 11.00am-5.00pm (TBC) 

Tuesday 12th November Parents’ Consultations KS2 4.00-7.00pm 

Wednesday 13th November Hockey v St Mary’s Hall (A) 

Rugby v Stonyhurst (A) 

Art Afternoon 

SPA AGM, Governors’ Room 

U10 A & U11 A+B 

U10 A & U11 A+B 

Y1 

12.30-6.00pm 

12.30-6.00pm 

2.00-3.15pm 

7.30-8.45pm 

Thursday 14th November Parents’ Consultations KS2 4.00-6.00pm 

Friday 15th November Football v APS (H) 

CHILDREN IN NEED DAY 

U11 A-D 2.30-3.45pm 

8.35am-3.35pm 

Saturday 16th November Cross Country Woodbank Park  10.30am-12noon 

 
 

 

 

 

Prehistoric Learning in Reception 

Reception had some unexpected visitors last week. 

Our boys and girls discovered that dinosaurs had 

visited the school! They arrived into class to find 

massive footprints in their classroom. Our children 

then wore their homemade dinosaur feet and 

searched the Infant department for dinosaurs. They 

all really wanted to know where the dinosaurs had 

come from… Two days later, they received a letter 

to say that Mr Wheeler was actually a dinosaur in 

disguise and had let the dinosaurs into school! Our 

children couldn’t believe it!  

 

Harvest Festival 

 
Thank you for all your generous donations to this year’s Harvest 

Festival.  We were able to deliver an abundance of much needed 

food to people in our area, including the Wellspring Centre and 

Queen’s Gardens home for elderly people. 

 
  

 



Y3 Ask the Questions 

Our Y3 children interviewed the Senior School 

Headmaster Dr Owen last week as part of their work in 

RE and Philosophy. Our children have been learning about 

Buddhism, specifically looking at the role of leaders and 

how they impact our daily lives. Our boys and girls came 

up with a selection of questions to ask Dr Owen about his 

role as Headmaster and the qualities he thinks are 

important to help him to lead the school.  

 
 

Y2 Football Festival 

 
It was the turn of our Y2 children to attend a Football 

Festival at the Etihad Stadium last week.  They had a 

fabulous time and thoroughly enjoyed their morning, 

winning four of their six matches. 

 

Y6 Hockey Tournament  

A mixed team of Y6 children played five games through the 

afternoon at Terra Nova last week. 

 
There was an excellent mix of individual and team attacking 

which resulted in wins against Pownall Hall and Lady Barn and 

draws with Rydal Penrhos and Terra Nova. The final game 

was a tough one against a strong Lady Barn team who played 

one attacker high up the pitch and took our defence by 

surprise. The final results put our team in 3rd place overall. 

Some glimmers of excellent team play but also with some 

targets for improvement. 

 

 

Seasons of Change 

Our Reception children had lots of fun on their autumn 

walk recently. Our children searched for signs of 

autumn and particularly enjoyed jumping in piles of 

leaves and throwing them up in the air. They found pine 

cones, leaves, acorns, fungi, seeds and berries.  

 
 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Emily H, Aaban A, Piper O, Rayyan F, Maddy L, Ophelia S, Daniel 

D, Connie S, Ted D, Tyler O, Ariella W, Joshua M, Georgiana H, 

Chaitanya R, George H, Maisie D-M, Samarth V, Oliver D, Jessica 

S, Jessica L-G, James P, Jessica H-O, Mila Y, Deen C, George B, 

Jacob T, Ella S, Charles H and Harry D. 

 

 

Magical Learning in Y2T 

The start of the new term saw Y2T writing their own poetry 

around a magic box. The children used the poem The Magic Box 

by Kit Wright as a stimulus, which allowed them to continue their 

use of amazing adjectives.  They discovered a magic box of their 

own in their classroom with a variety of objects inside. The class 

enjoyed discussing their special objects and the reasons why they 

would include these objects in the box. It was a ‘magical’ end to 

the first half of term.   

 

 



  

Y4 Experience Life as a Roman in York 

Our Y4 children donned Roman tunics to train as guards and 

improved their javelin throwing and sword skills on their recent 

residential in York. They made a Roman Soldier’s oil lamp and 

wrote in Latin. Soldier training set our boys and girls up well for 

when a Celt came to try and raid the fort and they performed the 

‘testudo’ (tortoise) to send her packing! After a run around York 

racecourse, everyone enjoyed a delicious tea and, in the evening, 

played Roman board games and made a model Roman catapult 

using lollipop sticks. 

After a good night’s sleep and a full cooked breakfast, our children 

were ready to tackle the activities at the Yorkshire Museum. 

Participating in a prehistory workshop, our children handled 

artefacts from the Stone Age, wove a blanket, made coins, created 

a cave painting, made a small pot, built a Stone Age hut, painted 

their faces and told stories round the fire to celebrate a successful 

hunt. 

The children also had the opportunity to look round the rest of 

the museum, following the Prehistoric Progress Trail and the 

Roman Gallery Trail, answering questions and looking at the 

artefacts on display. 

 
 

 

Cross Country News 

 
Last Saturday Y6 boys Arthur W, Sam H and Robbie 

J all ran as a team in the second Junior Schools Cross 

Country event of the season at Woodbank Park. The 

team gave their best performance yet, led by Arthur, 

who came first in a field of 80 runners. Sam secured 

10th place and Robbie finished 13th, moving the team 

into first place overall in the schools’ league standings.  

A great result from all three runners. 

 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Our annual Coffee morning for Macmillan 

raised an impressive £264. Many of this year’s 

donated cakes were home-made, with Miss 

Koziel taking the top prize for a home-bake 

Mary Berry would be proud of! Our thanks to 

Miss Gay, Mrs Turner and Mrs Gilmour for 

arranging for our staff to have their cake AND 

eat it, for a very worthy cause. 

 

Y2H Have a Dream 

Y2H enjoyed a lesson for Black History Month on Martin Luther 

King recently. Our children heard a brief account from a 10 year 

old girl who was present at the famous I Have a Dream speech. Our 

children were surprised to hear that things were very different in 

America in 1963 and how black people were treated differently to 

white people. Following that, our children wrote of their dreams 

and visions of the future.  

‘I dream of a world where nobody kills bears, lions and tigers.’ Grace W. 

‘I dream of a world without litter.’ Jepp B. 

‘My dream is that there is a better cure for cancer’. Ophelia S.  

‘My dream would be that everyone would have a house so no one lived 

in card boxes.’ Georgia S.  

 

 

Holiday Care Relocation 

A reminder that this half term our Holiday Care will 

be held in the Woodsmoor Building at the far end of 

the school complex. Miss Jones will be available by 

the swimming pool entrance from 8.30am each 

morning. Very limited places are still available and 

can be booked now on Wisepay. 

 

 

SPA Christmas Fair SAVE THE DATE 

Our annual Christmas Fair takes place on 

Saturday 30th November between 11am 

and 2pm.  If you are able to help out on the 

day, please contact our SPA at: 

spa@stockportgrammar.co.uk.  

All offers of help, even if only for part of the 

event, are always gratefully received. 

mailto:spa@stockportgrammar.co.uk


 
  

Story Telling From The Heart 

Our children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 enjoyed a visit 

from Tell Tale Hearts, a theatre and interactive 

storytelling company this week. They enjoyed stories 

from around the world being brought to life through 

props and acting. Bethany and Mila said: ‘My favourite 

story was the mouse story because we saw the mouse 

house!’ Our children sat mesmerized through an 

hour’s storytelling and would have happily sat for 

even longer! 

 
 

A Walk of Discovery for Pre-Reception 

Last week our Pre-Reception children put their wellies on and 

went for a walk on the school fields to learn about Harvest. After 

a talk from Mrs Hampson about the importance of harvest and the 

job that a famer does, they left their classroom and navigated their 

way around the Biology building and the all-weather pitch before 

reaching the tractor that the Grounds team use for maintaining 

the fields. Whilst at the tractor, our children talked about the size 

of the wheels, the steering wheel and gears and about all of the 

things that the tractor could tow behind it. 

 

 

Gymnastics Champions 

Y5 pupils Neave S and Ella H smiled proudly after a 

great showing at the Stockport School of Gymnastics 

2-Piece Championships. Neave finished first on the 

floor and first overall. She said: “I was the first one in 

my family to take up gymnastics and now my mum and 

sister also do it. I like it because it is fun and I can learn 

new skills.” Ella came third on the floor and third 

overall. She was inspired to take up the sport after 

watching the Olympics and ‘The Gabby Douglas Story’ 

movie. She told us “Gymnastics looked like fun on TV 

and I was keen to try it and as soon as I went to my first 

class I loved it!” 

 
 

 

Y5 and Y6 Skiing 

A limited number of beginner and improver Ski 

lessons to be held at the Chill Factore are still 

available for our Y5 and Y6 children.  Please proceed 

to Wisepay for further information and to confirm 

their place with an advanced payment. Please email 

Mr Hughes in the Senior School at: 

hughesa@stockportgrammar.co.uk with any 

enquiries you wish to make. 

 

Y5 K-Nex Workshop 

Our Y5 children have enjoyed two days of K-Nex activities this 

week. Their day started by identifying the huge variety of 

engineering careers that are available. Our boys and girls then 

considered the question “Are computers good or bad?” 

Our children’s first task was to build and develop their prototype 

Ferris wheel, ensuring that lights flashed and the motor ran to 

accelerate, decelerate and reverse the direction of the ride. 

The final challenge was for our children to use what they had 

learned to meet the design criteria and be creative, developing 

their own ride and including music in the programming. Finn in 

5W told us: “The best part of the day was the tricky challenge of 

making the motor work and designing the wheel.”  Whilst Julia in 5C 

explained: “It was amazing to do something that I wouldn’t normally 

do in school and especially because I love programming.” 

 

 
 

 

mailto:hughesa@stockportgrammar.co.uk


  

Castleton Residential Hailed as ‘Best Ever’ 

The wet weather did nothing to dampen Y5’s enthusiasm as 

they took part in a range of fun activities on their exciting 

residential last week. 

The Hollowford Centre in Castleton played host to our 

energetic pupils for three days and our children were able to 

challenge themselves and work on their team-building skills in 

the great British outdoors. 

After an informative briefing and sorting out the important bed 

and dorm situation, the children were split up into groups and 

stuck straight into the activities. On site, some pupils took on 

team challenges such as rafting and the zip wire whilst, off site, 

others went caving or spent the afternoon at Higgar Tor, 

weaselling and bouldering. In the evening, our children went 

caving or walking up and over Back Tor using head torches.  

The second day saw some of the challenges become a little 

trickier thanks to the rainfall but our girls and boys took this in 

their stride as they went caving in Giant’s Hole. The wet and 

wild start to the final day again did nothing to deter our resilient 

pupils as some braved the elements to take on the high 

challenges, whilst others did team challenge activities and 

orienteering. The remaining groups went off site to cave and 

weasel again. By the afternoon, the weather had improved 

dramatically and the sun was shining on Higgar Tor. This meant 

that it was a great final session as our pupils climbed over, slid 

down and went through a wide range of boulders. The trip 

certainly hit the right note with animated Y5’s excitedly telling 

their parents all about the residential. Lola F’s mum, Katie, said: 

“The residential was the ‘best trip ever’ according to Lola, she just 

loved it! We thought she would be exhausted on Friday but she was 

very lively and keen to recount minute by minute all her activities and 

fun!” Meanwhile, Robert L’s mother Lisa added: “Robert came 

back very tired but excited and with lots of stories about the 

adventures he’d had over the three days. His personal favourites 

seemed to be the rock climbing and night caving. What was lovely to 

see was that he was pleased with himself and felt proud of what he 

had achieved during the trip and it was also clear from what he said 

that, as well as their own personal achievements, there was a great 

focus on teamwork and team challenges.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.lindleyeducationaltrust.org/hollowford-centre/


 

Going the Distance 

Lucy J and Harriet H from Y6 had an early start 

at Fleetwood Leisure Centre last Saturday, 

meeting at 6.45am to compete in the North 

West Biathlon Time Trial. 

 
The girls represented the school and hoped to 

gain times to qualify for the National Finals.  The 

sun was shining and the wind was light, creating 

ideal conditions for the run along the sea front. 

The first event was an 800m run along the 

promenade, followed by a 50m swim. Both girls 

competed really well and smiled throughout the 

whole event; they are waiting to hear if they 

gained the 2,000 points needed to reach the 

National Finals. 

 
 

 

Y4 Plaza Visit 

Our Y4 children enjoyed an audience with much-loved children’s 

author Jacqueline Wilson at the Plaza Theatre, Stockport. 

Jacqueline is a mesmerising story teller and the children heard all about 

her life and how she started writing, how she created some of her 

best-loved characters and all about her brand new book ‘We are the 

Beaker Girls’, which has been published today! The book is a warm-

hearted story about the importance of family and friends…classic 

Jacqueline Wilson.   

A wonderfully warm and engaging person, Jacqueline very rarely does 

events for schools so this really was a special occasion and a wonderful 

opportunity for our children. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Wheelchair Fencing 

Our Fencing Club children had the opportunity to try wheelchair 

fencing at their club this week. Mr Vardy challenged our children to 

attempt something very different and was impressed with how well the 

children adapted. 

 


