
  

 

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER  13th December 2019 

Welcome to the final Newsletter of the year. As we look back on another packed couple of weeks, there has definitely been 

a consistent theme and I have a feeling that Christmas may be approaching. Our unexpected day off, caused by the major 

disruption to the area’s water supply, led to some rearrangement of nativity performances but the children, as ever, took it all 

in their stride and produced performances to delight their large audiences. The Junior children performed their carol service 

items to each other this week and, after all the hard work which has gone into preparation, they are sounding fantastic. We 

are very much looking forward to Monday’s event and we look forward to seeing you there. The response to our Christmas 

charity appeals has been brilliant and we are very grateful for your generous support. This morning’s assembly picked up the 

charity theme again with a slightly strange puppet version of ‘A Chrismoose Carol’ – I don’t really think I can explain here so you 

will need to ask your children if you want to know more! The opportunity to write Christmas wishes provided another lovely 

event in the run up to Christmas and it was good to see so many parents able to join us. Many congratulations to our swimming 

team, led by our swim captain Arthur W. They not only competed with great success but also set a very high standard in terms 

of their behaviour and attitude throughout the day. Finally, it only remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas break 

and to offer my very best wishes for the New Year. 

EYFS Nativity 

Our Pre-Reception and Reception children dazzled 

everyone with their amazing performances of ‘Born in 

a Barn’ last week. Our boys and girls loved dressing up 

in the array of bright costumes and demonstrated 

great confidence on stage.  

 
They have had so much fun learning their lines, songs 

and dances and were so excited to perform to all their 

friends and families. We are so proud of all their hard 

work and for making it so memorable for everyone. 

 

   

KS1 Nativity 

Great fun was had by our Y1 and Y2 children performing their 

Nativity, ‘Children of The World’.  The play was based on the different 

traditions observed at Christmas around the world. Our children 

learned how to say ‘Happy Christmas’ in several languages, sang 

songs with traditional tunes and danced in the style of the countries. 

There were super duets during the songs and fabulous harmonies, 

finishing with an encore of the rousing gospel-style song Come To 

The Manger. All of our children clearly loved performing! 

 

The Weeks Ahead 
Tuesday 7th January Spring Term Commences  8.35am 

Thursday 9th January Hockey v Withington (A) U10 A+B 3.15-5.45pm 

Friday 10th January Football v MGS (A) U11 A-E 1.45-4.15pm 

Tuesday 14th January Football v KSC (H) U9 2.30-3.30pm 

Wednesday 15th January Senior School Entrance Exam 

STEM Day 

Netball Festival (H) 

Y6 

Y2 

U10 

9.00am-3.00pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

12.45-3.30pm 

Thursday 16th January Lego STEM Workshop Y6 9.00am-3.00pm 

Friday 17th January Lego STEM Workshop Y6 9.00am-3.00pm 

Saturday 18th January Woodbank Park Cross Country  10.30am-Midday 

 

Carol Service Reminder 

We look forward to welcoming all 

Y3-6 children and their families to 

our annual Carol Service at St 

George’s Church on Monday 16th 

December at 7.00pm. Our children 

have been busy rehearsing for this 

wonderful celebration of Christmas 

and look forward to celebrating 

with you. 

Holiday Care 

There are limited places still available for Holiday Care during the first three days of the Christmas Holiday.  Please proceed 

to Wisepay to secure your place or contact Mrs Chawner in the school office if you would like to pay using Childcare 

Vouchers. chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk  
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Uniting the Nations in Y6 and Beyond 

Junior MUN (Model United Nations) is a club in which Y6 children role-

play representatives of governments from various nations around the 

world, debate and make agreements on issues.  The club is run in the 

Senior School right up until sixth form and similar clubs take place all 

over the world! Miss MacDonald, who runs MUN in the Senior School, 

is working with us each week along with several Senior School MUN 

members, to help get our Junior MUN off to the best possible start. 

Under their expert guidance, our children are learning to debate and 

discuss international problems and make rules that all countries have to 

follow, just like the government makes laws for people to follow in this 

country.   

Under the skilful leadership of Senior School Chairs, the first issue which 

our junior delegates have explored is the use of animals in circuses.  

Delegates considered both sides of the argument, then thought about 

what their country believed before writing their resolutions up together 

as a ‘country’.   

Our Y6 delegates of Italy, Eddie P and Robert M, then bravely took the 

floor and opened the speeches defending their resolution.  Points of 

Information (questions) on their resolution were then taken from the 

floor. 

Delegates then considered points from Bolivia, presented by Y6 

delegate Benji M, against Italy’s resolution. Giulia B, delegate for Belgium, 

proposed an amendment to ‘clause 1’ which reduced the time limit for 

countries to ban the use of all circus animals, which was accepted. The 

final resolution, for all member nations to reduce and eventually stop 

the use of animals in circuses, was then passed by an overwhelming 

majority.  Up next for discussion is the issue of plastic pollution.  

Junior MUN is a fantastic opportunity for children to learn more about 

the world around them and develop valuable skills. Not only are children 

learning to debate and persuade people to agree with their point of view 

but they are also learning to listen, work together and compromise to 

reach agreement.   
 

 
Canadian delegates write their resolution. 

                            
Italy’s opening speech to other Junior MUN delegates. 

 

A Sweet Lesson 

Our Y4 and Y2 children had a visit from the 

dentist recently who showed them how to brush 

their teeth and take care of the whole of their 

mouth. They talked about the kind of foods that 

contain a lot of sugar which can damage teeth. 

She showed our children pictures of teeth that 

have not been properly looked after and they 

were quite shocking! Lots of children were 

surprised at how the sugars in fruit are safe to 

eat unless they are processed in any way.  

 
Our children had fun looking at pictures of 

disclosing tablets and how they show up the 

plaque on their teeth. They also learned about 

the importance of using a pea-sized amount of 

paste, brushing their teeth twice a day for two 

minutes and visiting the dentist twice a year for 

check-ups. Everyone has promised to take good 

care of their mouths so that they have strong 

healthy teeth into adulthood. 

 

Christmas Comes to Breakfast Club 

Our children at Breakfast Club have been busy 

creating their very own Christmas collage 

recently, colouring in baubles for the tree and 

carefully cutting out presents.  Breakfast Club is 

available to all Junior School children from 

7.30am each morning at a cost of £4 per session. 

To book your slot, contact the school office or 

email chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk by 

5.30pm the day before. 
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AJIS Gala 2019 

A super event saw phenomenal swims from the SGJS team at 

the recent AJIS Gala in Lancashire. Members of our team 

made it into 12 finals and came away with an impressive clutch 

of medals. Particular congratulations go to: 

Arthur W Gold in 50m Breaststroke, Melika M Gold in 25m 

Front Crawl, Gerard B-S Silver in 25m Breaststroke, Harriet 

H, Annabel E, Molly M & Lucy J Silver in Girls U11 Front 

Crawl Relay and Bronze in U11 Medley Relay, Lucy J Bronze 

in 50m Breaststroke and Stanley T Bronze in 25m Butterfly. 

All of our swimming team were a credit to the school and a 

pleasure to be around. Thank you to the parents who came 

and supported us on the day.  

 
 

Simply Christmas 

 
Last Thursday, Sue from Simply Books in Bramhall came to 

visit our Infant children to read a story. She read The Polar 

Express by Chris Van Allsburg. All our children loved it and 

it made them very excited about Christmas. After the 

story, our boys and girls made decorations that were 

inspired by the story; snowflakes and presents for Sue’s 

shop window. Please take your children along so that they 

can show you their impressive work. 

 

 

Pre-Reception Embrace Technology 

Our Pre-Reception children used green screen technology 

to create a Christmas scene last week.  Some children were 

a little unsure about having their picture taken against a 

green background, whilst others confidently posed for the 

camera.  Either way, all of our children were excited to see 

the backdrop scene onto which they had been superimposed 

and were all delighted with their final photo. 

 
 

 
 

 

Keeping the Beat 

Congratulations to Y6 pupil Eddie P on achieving a Merit 

in his recent Rock School Grade 2 drum exam.  

 

Noah Nets His First Goal 

Y5 pupil Noah M-E took part in his first kitted lacrosse 

tournament, playing for Mellor at Stockport Lacrosse and 

Cricket Club last Sunday. It was a big step for Noah in what 

is a physical game. Six other teams competed, with Noah 

scoring one goal and producing three assists.  

 
 



  

Making Christmas Wishes 

Our children enjoyed welcoming their family members to our 

‘Christmas Wishes’ event earlier this week.   

 
They celebrated their achievements this term with their parents, 

grandparents, aunts and uncles, by showing them the work in their 

books. The children had learned about wishes for the world and 

were then encouraged to write a special wish with their adult guests. 

It was a lovely festive occasion for everyone whilst reminding us all 

of the needs of others. Our boys and girls and their special guests 

wrote Christmas Wishes on special tags to hang on the Christmas 

tree and in our reception area and enjoyed minced pies and 

gingerbread men to add to the occasion.   

 
Our children made some very thought-provoking wishes which they 

were proud to share. 

 
‘Water for all’ Jacob T from RC wrote, whilst Ella S from Y1B wrote: 

‘I wish that everyone knew that they were loved by someone’. Zoe O 

from Y2T wished ‘all children could go to school’. 

 

Creating Adventures in Reception 

RC concluded their topic on ‘Space’ by making their 

own adventure books this week. Our children 

enjoyed being illustrators and authors to create their 

own adventures. Some of our boys and girls planned 

a trip to Mercury whilst other children jetted off to 

the Sun. Our children also enjoyed creating their 

own front covers on the iPads.  

 

Visiting History 

Our Y3 children used Google Expeditions to navigate 

themselves around Stonehenge, to support their 

work on the Stone Age.  

 
Our boys and girls were able to view the stones and 

find out more about how they might have got there 

and what the site may have been used for.  

 

 

All the Fun of the Christmas Fair 

On Saturday 30th November our school was bustling with parents 

and pupils enjoying the Christmas Fair.  From Santa’s Grotto to face 

painting, the teddy bear tombola, cake sales and mulled wine, there 

were stalls too numerous to mention and plenty of fun for all 

ages.  The SPA would like to thank everyone for their donations, 

help and support in raising almost £8,800. 

 

  



  

Christmas Jumper Day 

 
Our boys and girls were invited to wear their Christmas jumpers 

to school on Thursday as part of the annual Save the Children 

appeal. They also had the option of enjoying a traditional 

Christmas Lunch with all the trimmings in the Dining Hall, or the 

added bonus pudding of Christmas tree shaped choc ices! 

Charity at Christmas 

 
Thank you for all your generous donations to our 

Christmas Appeals this year. Key 103 collected some 

of the gifts left under our tree for their Mission 

Christmas appeal and the remaining gifts will be 

gratefully received by the Salvation Army at the end of 

term.  Our Reverse Advent appeal for Stockport 

Foodbank has also been well supported and we would 

again like to thank everyone for their generosity in 

supporting such worthy causes at this important time 

of year. 

 Santa Netball 

Our Y5 and 6 netballers enjoyed an end of term game with a 

difference at their after school club on Wednesday, playing to 

Christmas music and donning their Christmas hats in a match 

which saw Reds compete against Greens.  Greens won the match 

with the Reds winning the cheerleading honours after their 

valiant support from the side-lines. 

 

Christmas Cheer in the Community 

Our Y3 and 4 Singing Group took to the road this week to bring 

Christmas cheer to a local old people’s residence in Hazel Grove.   

 
The residents enjoyed a selection of classic Christmas songs such 

as Away in a Manger, Little Donkey and Once in Royal David’s City as 

well as two brand new carols learnt especially for our carol 

service next week.  In between songs, our children recited 

humorous Christmas poems before finishing the afternoon with 

a rousing rendition of We Wish You a Merry Christmas.  

Seasons Greetings from Pre-Reception 

 
Our Pre-Reception children ventured to Davenport 

Post Office last week to buy some stamps and send a 

special letter home to their families.  Our boys and girls 

each gave the shopkeeper money for the stamp and 

then stuck it on their envelope.  Outside the shop, our 

children posted the letter in the postbox.  The trip 

taught our children about money, introduced them to 

people in our local community and utilised their 

knowledge of the green cross code. 



  

Christmas Discos 

Many thanks to our SPA for organising a fabulous series 

of discos for our children last week.  Our boys and girls 

were put through their paces with music and dance 

moves from DJ ‘Spikey Mike’ and had a special Frozen 

visitor too! 

 Democracy in Action 

Y6B ran their own General Election on Thursday.  Our 

children came up with three parties: The Rights, Save 

Our World and The Green Union. Each had a leader and 

a deputy and wrote and delivered their Manifesto to 

the class. A Leaders Debate followed before the class 

voted on who they would like to be governed by. 

Save Our World party, lead by Molly M and deputy 

leader Marleigh C, won the vote. 

 
 

Christmas Pantomime and Activities 

The Panto Company Ltd got our children into the Christmas 

Spirit (oh yes they did!) with a performance of Sleeping Beauty. 

The show featured five actors taking on a variety of roles. Giggles 

the court jester and Fairyenough were favourites with our children 

as they were very funny characters.  

 
Our boys and girls cheered, boo’ed and hissed their way through 

the performance before the afternoon brought creative 

Christmas activities for our Junior children to enjoy and our Infant 

children had their Christmas parties. 

 
 

 
 

 

Y6 Embrace Christmas 

Our Y6 House Captains planned and delivered a 

Christmas-themed House Assembly on Wednesday to 

their respective Houses. The children ran Christmas 

quizzes and prepared lots of Christmas activities. 

 

 



 

A Happy Birthday To… 

Benji M, Oscar M, Thom K, Sophia S, Divine A, William L, Robert M, 

Robert A, Finn R, Emily W, Jack P, Gene M, George M, Thomas C, 

Stanley D, Leo W, Freya C, Alexander J, Katherine M, Harry C, Isabella 

S, Joshua N, Rebecca C, Eddie P, Isabella B, Florence B, Mustansir G, 

Anvita N, Marco B, Ellie R, Lucas W and Eesa A.  

LAMDA Showcases 

As a result of an increased number of our children taking LAMDA 

lessons this year, there were two ‘Winter Showcases’ this year. A total 

of sixty children from Y3-6 took part and shared seasonal poems, 

acting pieces, humorous poems and Christmas-themed pieces, 

including Red Riding Hood, The Grinch, ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, 

The Witch’s Brew, Sights and Sounds of Bonfire Night, Christmas Thank 

Yous, A Christmas Carol, The Snowman Sketch and extracts from 

monologues. Our children did really well rehearsing and learning their 

lines and cues and played their characters during the performances 

with great skill, expression, confidence and enthusiasm.  

The first showcase saw the Big Bad Wolf eat Granny and the ghosts in 

Christmas Carol with very spooky voices and, in the second, there 

were some very evil witches creating a magic, mischievous spell along 

with a very demanding and cunning crocodile and a misbehaving dog 

called Tikki causing trouble! 

 
Both showcases included fabulous performances of The Grinch who 

stole Christmas, delivering a very important message for us all: ‘that 

Christmas perhaps doesn't come from a store, that Christmas perhaps 

means a little bit more...'   

A big well done to all those who took part and performed so 

fantastically well and thank you to all the parents, grandparents and 

families who came to watch and support all our young performers.   

 

EYFS Elf Day 

 
Our boys and girls in Pre-Reception and 

Reception had an Elf-tastic day this week! In Pre- 

Reception, they enjoyed Santa races, decorated 

Christmas trees and made Christmas pudding 

cakes.  

 
In Reception, our children decorated Christmas 

biscuits, sewed and decorated stockings and 

made Christmas tree decorations. At the end of 

the day, all of our children enjoyed a hot 

chocolate and a festive biscuit whilst watching a 

Christmas film. 

 
 


