
  

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 
 31st January 2020 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter, the longest for quite some time. It is now four weeks into the term and the 

continued enthusiasm of the children is always good to see and brings great energy to the school. There are various articles 

here about some of the lessons taking place in school and you will see that I have enjoyed dropping into various classes recently. 

I was also most impressed today when I dropped into a Y5 class to find them taking on a challenge to create a way to transport 

candy canes down a piece of string. Plenty to make them think and lots of Science involved too! I always enjoy my annual visit 

to Y2 to talk about toys from my childhood, most of which seem to be related to football in some way. It is fascinating to 

discuss how much things have changed and also good to see that many things remain pretty much the same! It was, as ever, 

lovely to see so many able to join us for our latest ‘Art Afternoon’. Congratulations to our athletes who competed at the AJIS 

Indoor Competition this week, to our swimmers who took part in last week’s gala and to our chess team. I was most impressed 

when I heard about Adam and Ellenor’s fund raising and my thanks to the team of Y5 girls who worked hard to make their 

cake sale a success.  

The Weeks Ahead 
Tuesday 4th February Netball v NULS (H) U11 A+B 2.30-3.30pm 

Wednesday 5th February Rugby v St Ambrose (A) 

Quarry Bank Mill Trip 

U11 A+B 

Y1 

2.15-4.30pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Friday 7th February Football AJIS Cup, St Bede’s 

Hockey v KSM (H) 

U11 Girls 

U11 A+B 

1.00-4.00pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

Saturday 8th February Woodbank Park Cross Country  10.30am-midday 

Monday 10th February Football v The Grange (A) U9 1.15-5.00pm 

Tuesday 11th February Parents’ Consultations 

Safer Internet Day 

Pre-R - Y2 4.00-7.00pm 

9.00am-3.00pm 

Wednesday 12th February Parents’ Consultations Pre-R ONLY 3.30-4.30pm 

Thursday 13th February IAPS Swimming Gala, Stonyhurst 

Parents’ Consultations 

 

Pre-R - Y2 

4.00-6.45pm 

4.00-6.00pm 

Friday 14th February Performing Arts Tour to London Y6 6.20am Depart 

Saturday 15th February Performing Arts Tour to London Y6 5.00pm Return 

 

Holiday Care 

Limited places are still available at 

our Holiday Care sessions at a cost 

of £20 per day, between Monday 

17th and Friday 21st February and on 

INSET day Monday 24th February. 

Please proceed to Wisepay to 

confirm your place or email 
chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk 
to reserve your place using childcare 

vouchers.  All places are subject to 

availability and are offered on a first-

come-first-served basis. 

Toys from History  

Y2 enjoyed a blast from the past last week as they listened to two visitors to their classroom talking to them about toys from 

their childhood. As part of their Humanities work, our children devised a set of questions to ask their special visitors. Mr 

Wheeler showed them a variety of toys, including one of his favourite games, Monopoly. He also explained to the children that 

he was never quite lucky enough to own his own Chopper bike – the must-have bike of the moment – but was fortunate to 

occasionally ride one belonging to his friend, who was the only boy in the whole year group to own one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Bailey brought in her very old favourite doll, which she named Margaret Rose, and spoke about the special materials her 

doll was made from. Mrs Bailey also told our children how she takes very good care of her doll by placing a lavender bag close 

by to stop the dolls dress from decaying. ‘It was interesting to learn how the doll lost its teeth.’ Bobby L told us. Anvita N added 

‘My grandma has got an old doll made out of wood.’ Logan W shared his thoughts: ‘I think it was fascinating when Mrs Bailey told us 

that the doll had human hair.’ 

Our children were delighted to hear all about Mr Wheeler and Mrs Bailey’s adventures growing up and stories about their 

favourite toys. It was definitely a blast from the past! 
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Birthday Gift of Giving 

Adam U and Ellenor D from Y2H raised an astounding 

£380 for The Little Princess Trust recently, thanks to the 

generosity of children and parents. Both Adam and 

Ellenor celebrated their 7th birthday with a special 

request that their friends in Y2 donated money to The 

Little Princess Trust instead of giving them presents. The 

Little Princess Trust has sent both children a certificate 

and posted a special Tweet on how proud everyone 

involved should feel for their kindness and generosity, 

News From The Pool 

Last Monday saw us compete in a home gala against MGS. It 

proved to be a fantastic first gala for many of our boys with 

the results as follows: 

Year 6: won individual events and drew on relays  

Year 5: drew individual events and lost on relays 

Year 4: lost on individual events and relays 

Year 3: won on individual events and won on relays  

Thank you to all our swimmers who competed and to all 

our parents for their continued support shown to our 

swimming team. A special mention must also go to our 

Swimming Captain, Arthur W, who was phenomenal on the 

night, helping Mr Jones organising the team and going above 

and beyond, supporting all our younger swimmers.  

 

 

 

Resisting Science 

“We made parachutes (with different sized chutes) from bin bags 

and string. We tested them by dropping them from a height to the 

ground and timed how long it took. We did this three times (for 

each parachute) to find an average time.  

We discovered that the parachute with the largest chute was the 

slowest because it created more air resistance”. 

By Khadeejah K and Zahira T Y5S 

 

Art Afternoon 

Our Reception children recently enjoyed a craft afternoon with 

their parents. All the artwork our children produced was linked 

to their favourite traditional tale ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. 

They enjoyed making a story wheel and retelling the story to 

their parents. They then made some fantastic (but scary!) troll 

masks. It was a lovely afternoon and we would like to thank 

everybody who was able to attend. Our children certainly 

enjoyed getting messy with their parents!  

 
 

A Monster Discovery 

Reception had an unexpected visit from a troll this week! 

Our children found large, green footprints on the carpet 

and a snack covered in green slime. 

 
They were very shocked and could not wait to start 

investigating what had happened. Our children have spent 

the week making traps and posters to try and catch the troll 

but have not had any success yet! 

 
 

 



  

Cracking Ideas in Y4 

A number of our Y4 children have joined our ‘Cracking Ideas’ club, 

becoming ingenious inventors in a top secret inventor’s lab! Our 

children have already researched some everyday objects, looked at 

what they liked and did not like about their design and then used their 

creative skills to drawn and explain how they would improve them. We 

cannot tell you what they are just yet as it’s top secret but, rest assured, 

Wallace and Gromit would be proud! When our inventors have 

tweaked their inventions to make them even better, they will be 

entered into a national competition run by Aardman Animations so only 

after the closing date can we reveal our young inventors’ creations.  

 

Reception Take the Biscuit 

Last week our Reception children started learning 

about halving and sharing. Our boys and girls were 

particularly enthusiastic when they got to halve 

some biscuits with their partner!  

 
 

A Plucky Group 

Last week two musical after school clubs began for a 

group of children in Y3-6. The Upper and Lower 

Strings taster sessions are designed to inspire our 

children and hopefully encourage them to fall in love 

with playing an instrument which they may never 

have considered trying. 

 
Tuesday saw our children pick up violins whilst on 

Wednesday our budding musicians were introduced 

to the joys of the cello. 

 

A Happy Birthday To… 

Zoe L, Evie L, Oliver R, Hannah A, Leo G, Alexander 

W, Sophia K, Ada H, Charlie S, Dylan D, Aroosh A, 

Robyn C, Jasper H, Bethan M, Poppy D, Eliana M, 

Zeidan M and Erin R.  

Robot Lesson for Y1 

During ICT lessons, our Y1 children have been using Bee-bots to learn 

about directional movement. They enjoyed inputting sequences into 

the floor robots and watching them travel around various mats. 

 
Our boys and girls applied their programming skills to guide the bee-

bots around scenes on the computer, developing more advanced 

sequences and using pause to stop the bee-bot for a number of 

seconds. Hermione said, “You can look at the screen and the instructions 

you have given.”, whilst James T, Lara and Edith liked programming the 

floor bee-bots because “You pressed the bee-bot’s buttons to make it 

move.” 

 



  

 

Eco Poster Competition 

Saving water and reducing our waste are two areas 

which the Eco Committee are focusing on this year. 

To make sure all our children and staff are aware of 

this, we would like the Infant children to design some 

posters which can be put up around school. The 

posters can either be for turning off the taps and 

saving water or for adding to the sides of the 

recycling bins to inform people about what can go in 

them. The winning posters will be displayed around 

school and published in a forthcoming newsletter. 

Entries should be in an A4, colour, 2D format.  Please 

send all entries to Miss Knowles or Mrs Coulson by 

Friday 14th February. 

 

House Hockey 

Many congratulations to the many children who played over two Friday nights in the House Hockey 

competition. Each team was brilliantly managed by the House Captains to ensure that all squad 

members had a fair amount of pitch time. The standard of hockey played was good and, for many 

children, it was great first match experience. Our children came away having had fun and getting to 

know House-mates in other year groups a little better. Teams scored 5 points for a win, 3 for a 

score draw and 0 for a loss. Runners up were Nicholson with two wins and a loss, accumulating 10 

points and the winning House was Warren with two wins and a draw, finishing with 13 points. 
 Arden Nicholson Vernon Warren Points 

Arden  0 5 3 8 

Nicholson 5  5 0 10 

Vernon 0 0  0 0 

Warren 3 5 5  13 

 

 

Chess Competition 

A group of our regular Chess Club met last Sunday to attend the 

National Primary Schools Chess Championship (Cheshire Schools 

round) run by Sarah Hegarty Chess and hosted at Cheadle 

Hulme School. 

 
Our children battled hard against some of the strongest players 

in the county and finished 7th, with everyone scoring points for 

the team! Good luck to players who are off to the county team 

U9 trials this Sunday.  

 
 

 

‘Water’ Great Science Lesson 

 
Our Y5 children have been learning about water 

resistance in their Science lessons. Their challenge was 

to investigate the bow of boats to see which would 

travel fastest through the water. Our children made mini 

boats out of modelling clay and dropped them in a 

cylinder of water. The boats were then timed to see 

how long they took to reach the bottom. Our boys and 

girls tried different shaped bows (from rounded to 

pointed) and found that they travelled at different 

speeds. Our children also discovered that the faster 

boats had less water resistance and cut through the 

water faster than the rounded boats which created 

more water resistance. 

 

Learning From Our Mistakes 

After a series of assemblies focusing on ‘ambition’, Mr 

Wheeler moved on this week to think about the place 

of mistakes in our learning. It is important to 

understand that mistakes are an essential part of 

learning but that does not mean that we should simply 

accept mistakes. Mr Wheeler illustrated his point by 

telling of his adventure in Lyme Park over the weekend, 

which involved leading his family on a much longer than 

expected walk. Worse still, everyone was in completely 

inappropriate (and in some cases expensive) footwear. 

Refusing a few opportunities to simply turn back, the 

day finished with a long walk in the dark through 

various marshy fields before calling a taxi to take 

everyone home as Lyme Park is locked after 6pm! 

Unfortunately, as Mr Wheeler explained, this is not the 

first time his walks with the family have finished in the 

dark and he really should know better by now. Mistakes 

are fine as long as you learn from them! 

 

   

 



  

Netball Festival 

We played host to a Netball Festival arranged by 

Pownall Hall School. 

Ten teams took part, with each playing five matches. 

Despite the cold weather, all of the competitors 

enjoyed an afternoon of fun sport. 

Book Ambassador 

Extended reading group member, Erin R, has been reading 

a book called ‘Welcome To Nowhere’, a fantastic book set 

in Syria by author Elizabeth Laird. Erin, in Y6, wrote a 

review on the book to help her achieve her Book 

Ambassdor Badge by reading widely and sharing her 

review with others to inspire them to pick up a book too. 

“Omar and his family live in Borsa, a beautiful city in Syria.  

Ever since certain civilians started protesting against the 

government, their life, and everyone’s in Syria, has been turned 

upside down.  Omar and his family are now left to embark on 

a long journey.  Little do they know, Omar’s unpredictable 

brother is up to something.  Something that will take them to 

foreign and unforgiving lands”… 

Erin goes on to share her thoughts on the most interesting 

character, the most emotional part of the book and why 

she has given the book a star rating of 4. Would she 

recommend the book? 

“I would recommend this book to ages 10 and above because 

some content in the book is frightening, upsetting or worrying 

for younger readers. I think it is important to learn about certain 

things because war is a reality.  There is no point in pretending 

it’s not, because we may need to face it in later life.  Everyone 

is fighting some sort of war in their life at the moment and it 

could be over tomorrow; it could be over in years to come,” 

  
 

Secret Storytellers Surprise Reception 

 
Our children in Reception have enjoyed a visit from a different 

Secret Storyteller each week so far this term.  All our boys and girls 

have sat excitedly waiting for the Storyteller to arrive and look 

forward to seeing who’s next! 

Young Shakespeare Company Thrill Y6 

Our Y6 children were treated to a superb performance of 

William Shakespeare's 'The Tempest' on Tuesday morning. The 

classic play was performed by The Young Shakespeare Company, 

featuring five actors who took on the various roles featured in 

the story. The play was told through active story telling which 

involves the children participating at various times. Our 

children were engaged and enthusiastic throughout the 

performance.  

Prospero, Miranda and Ariel were all played superbly and 

Caliban, Stephano and Trinculo certainly made us laugh out 

loud with their amusing antics. Our children left the hall buzzing 

at the end of the performance. 

 
   

 
Lessons Learned  

Teams from both Y3 and Y4 took the trip to Bury Grammar School 

to play a number of football fixtures. Our sports coaches were 

pleased with how well our children put into practice a lot of the 

skills and themes they have been working towards in football club 

and games lessons.  

 
 

 



  

A Tasty Fund-Raiser 

Evelyn T, Florence B, Yasmin Z and Erin R of Y5 organised a delicious 

bake sale, raising £122 for the RSPCA this week. Last year the team of 

girls hosted a successful bake sale to raise money for the Little Princess 

Trust. Florence B said: “We really enjoyed organising and raising money for 

the Little Princess Trust. This year we chose to raise money for the RSPCA 

after learning about rescue animals and seeing the effects of the Australian 

bushfires. I think it’s important to raise money for animal rescue because I got 

my dog, Max, from an animal shelter and he’s amazing.” 

 

Chinese New Year 

Our Reception children have had so much fun learning about Chinese 

New Year and loved hearing the story of ‘The Great Race’ this week. 

Our girls and boys have been busy counting, having a go at writing in 

Chinese and learning some well-known phrases. They have made their 

own lanterns, animal masks and Chinese dragon parade puppets. 

Everyone was most excited to try some dragon dancing. Our children 

even had their own ‘great race’ in the swimming pool too! 

 

Is It better to Send an Email or a Letter? 

Y1E have been learning about the differences 

between how we communicate today and a long 

time ago. Our children discussed how, in the past, 

people left cave paintings and used pigeons and 

smoke signals. They were asked to think about 

how people communicate today and decided to 

compare whether sending a letter or an email was 

best.  

 
Our boys and girls sent an email to Ms Koziel and 

Mr Milnes, then wrote a letter and posted it back 

to school. It took the letter three days to arrive!  

The email, of course, was instant. Lola said “It is 

very exciting to receive a letter in the post.” whilst 

Alex observed “An email is much quicker.”    

 

AJIS Athletics 

On Tuesday 28th January, a group of our Y5 and Y6 

children took part in the AJIS Indoor Athletics 

tournament at Robin Park in Wigan. The competition was 

high, with 26 different schools from across the north-

west attending. Our children were a credit to the school 

with an excellent effort and attitude shown across the 

various track, field and relay events. Particular mention 

goes to Molly M, Lucy J and Julia T who performed 

tremendously to pick up medals on the day. 

 

  



 

Y6 Step Back in Time at Staircase House 

“The trip to Staircase House was so fun and interesting.  We 

learnt about all the different Houses of our school by walking 

around Stockport and stopping at The Arden Arms, Vernon 

Street and Warren Street.  We learnt about archaeology and 

even did some ourselves!  The church was great because we 

learnt so much about Edmond Shaa and Stockport’s history.  

Later on, with a partner, using herbs, we made a three-in-one 

medicine out of cloves (to ease toothache), ginger (for sickness) 

and ground mint (to cure a tummy ache!).  I loved the trip to 

Staircase House and will always remember it.” Viola P Y6T 

 

A Chilly Discovery in Pre-Reception 

From playdough snowmen to measuring twigs, our Pre-Reception 

children have been finding out all about winter this term in their 

very own ‘Snow Factory’! 

 
Our boys and girls enjoyed making spheres to produce some 

fabulous snowmen and made impressive patterns using ‘winter 

jewels’. After reading a book called ‘Ssh Don’t Wake the Bear’, our 

children busied themselves making their very own winter cave. 

In the weeks ahead, they will be thinking about snowy day 

activities and clothes to wear, reading ‘One Snowy Night’ and ‘The 

Polar Bear’ and then setting up a hot chocolate café which our 

children have asked for!  

 
 

Out on a wellie walk, our children found lots of different sticks 

and branches on the ground. Bringing them back into school, they 

used the rainbow rug to compare the different sizes. 

 
  

 

 

 

Conquering History in Y1 

Mr Wheeler came to see Y1E during their History lesson 

recently and wanted to find out what our children have 

been learning about. Oliver told him ‘two people wanted to 

be the King of England and William killed Harold in a battle in 

1066. William won. It was in Hastings.’ 

 
Izzy later wrote in her book: ‘There was a battle between 

Harold and William the Conqueror. William won and became 

king. He ordered a Bayeux Tapestry. It tells us about the fight 

in Hastings. At the end of the battle Harold got an arrow in his 

eye.’ 

Did you guess our Y1 History lesson was all about how 

William the Conqueror became the King of England and 

about the Bayeux Tapestry? 

 
 


