
  

 

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 
 14th February 2020 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter and a Happy Valentine’s Day. I say this in the knowledge that, in our 

modern times, it is acceptable to wish a ‘Happy Valentine’s Day’ to anyone and everything and there are cards for the 

occasion (including for dogs!). This morning’s assembly was, of course, about love and we talked about the fact that this is 

the most important value in our school. Not ‘romantic’ love, of course, but the way that we look after each other, the acts 

of kindness which we show, the care which we display. Returning to the theme of ‘ambition’ from earlier this term, I also 

gave an update on my progress with juggling clubs. (No progress with the unicycle as yet, other  

than pumping up the tyre!) It’s certainly been an enjoyable start to the year and the children have  

continued to impress me both in and out of the classroom. This week’s very full newsletter can,  

as ever, only give an indication of all that goes on in school and all that the children achieve –  

but it is pretty amazing! We were very proud of our Eco committee, who visited London this  

week, to present their petition. Many of Y6 are on a trip to London as I write and we look  

forward to hearing all about their trip. Finally, may I wish you all a very happy half term. 

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 24th February INSET DAY  School closed to pupils 

Tuesday 25th February Spring Term Resumes 

Netball v WGS (A) 

 

U10 A+B 

8.35am 

2.20-4.45pm 

Wednesday 26th February United Utilities Workshops KS2 9.00am-Midday 

Thursday 27th February Hockey v KSM (A) 

Rugby v The Grange (H) 

U10 A+B 

U10 A+B 

2.00-4.45pm 

2.30-3.45pm 

Friday 28th February Etihad Football Festival 

Author Visit 

Hockey (mixed) v NULS (A) 

Y5 

KS1 

U11A 

8.45am-12.45pm 

9.30am-Midday 

12.50-5.15pm 

Monday 2nd March Cross Country @ Bruntwood Park Y5+6 3.20-5.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd March Football v KSC (H) U9 2.30-3.30pm 

Wednesday 4th March Rugby Festival @ Rossall 

Netball v Withington (A) 

U11 

U9 

10.30am-5.00pm 

3.30-5.45pm 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

AJIS Hockey (girls) Venue TBC 

Whole School 8.35am-3.35pm 

11.00am-6.00pm 

Friday 6th March Etihad Football Festival 

Author Visit 

Church Visit 

Y6 

Y5+6 

Y2 

8.45am-12.45pm 

9.30am-Midday 

9.30-11.00am 

Saturday 7th March Woodbank Park Cross Country  10.30am-Midday 

 

 

Holiday Care 

Very limited availability 

remains at our Holiday Care 

this half term, including the 

INSET day on Monday 24th 

February.  Please proceed to 

Wisepay to check 

availability.  

To book using childcare 

vouchers, please contact 

Miss Jones direct as the 

school office will be closed 

over the half term break. 

jonesc@stockportgrammar.

co.uk  

Eco Trip 

The Junior and Senior Eco Committee members headed to London this week with a very important task to complete. The 

visit started with a look around the Royal Academy of Arts to see the Eco Visionaries Exhibition; a collection of works to show 

how architects, artists and designers are responding to some of the most urgent ecological issues of our times. This was 

followed by a visit to London Aquarium where our children could read more about the conservation and protection of marine 

wildlife, linking well with their current Eco topics; Marine, Water and Biodiversity. After that, they headed to 10 Downing 

Street to hand over a petition which has been backed by children and staff at Stockport Grammar. Our children on the 

committee had written the petition, which focused on reducing carbon emissions and planting trees in the UK. We hope to 

have a response from the government in the next few months. The passion and enthusiasm of our children was evident and it 

brought children from all ages together, exposing them to many ideas which we will continue to discuss over the next few 

months, providing a focus for the school to help towards gaining our Eco Schools Green Flag Award.  

If you are interested in the work of our Eco Committee and their role in working towards an environmentally friendly school, 

please speak to Miss Knowles.  
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In Fine Voice 

 
The end of January marked a long anticipated event for our Arena 

singing group, as they caught the train into Manchester for the 

annual Young Voices event at the Arena. Excitement was high, even 

with a long, focused rehearsal, and the group was amazed at the 

size, volume and atmosphere generated by the eight thousand plus 

strong voice choir. The host was pleased to inform the assembled 

choirs that Young Voices had overtaken Take That, no less, in the 

number of performances brought to the Arena! Guest appearances 

form the Urban Strides dance group, Tony Hadley, The Shires and 

Ruti (winner of The Voice), who sang as a youngster in the Young 

Voices concerts, went down a treat with pupils, parents and staff. 

Favourite performing numbers for our pupils were the pop medley, 

songs from Phil Collins and the Queen Medley. Our children 

finished on a massive high with “We Will Rock You.” Next year marks 

the 25th anniversary of the Young Voices events and we look forward 

with great anticipation to another fabulous night. 

 

Magnified Science 

Our children in Y2H have been using technology in their Science 

lessons recently. They used Easy Scope magnifiers and Chrome 

books to enhance their learning on Materials. They made close 

observations on several objects and were surprised to see how the 

wool fibres in their jumpers are inter woven and the lesson caused 

many ‘WOWs’. 

 
 

Pre-Reception Grab a Pizza the Action 

Our Pre-Reception children have had lots of fun 

playing in the Home Corner this term. 

They have thought about the foods that they can eat 

to help us to keep warm on a cold day. Pizza was a 

clear favourite and so they decided to make some of 

their own! 

 
 

 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Lucy J, Katy P, Jake S, Franz X, Adam U, Laina T, 

Porter L, Sophia R, Isabelle S, Hattie S, Freddie H-

G, Chloe X, Lula S, Chloe H, Annabelle B, Beatriz 

A-K, Xeneb K, Shawn P, Ava A and Maeve S. 

Safe Car Parking Reminder 

We have had reports of some parents parking on Davenport and 

Clifton Park Roads when dropping off and picking up children from 

school. The residents would like us to remind you that this is a 

private road and ask that you refrain from parking there.  Please 

be courteous to our neighbours when bringing your children to 

or picking up from school. Thank you. 

A N ’ice’ Lesson 

Our Pre-Reception boys and girls have also explored 

ice, thinking about what ice and snow is made of. 

Some of our children thought that water is blue but, 

once they looked at the water in their water bottles 

and water trays, they found out that water is actually 

‘see-through’.  Our boys and girls then decided to 

make their very own ice and, to do that, they needed 

not just a fridge but a freezer….but where could they 

find a freezer in school?  

 
Rehman used the telephone to speak with Mrs 

Gosling in the kitchen: ‘Please may we bring our water 

over to make it into ice?’ he asked, before telling us ‘The 

ice trays were filled with water and we put it in her freezer. 

It had a sleepover at Mrs Gosling’s and the day after we 

got it.’ Alice told us: ‘Our big circles (of ice) lasted till 

home time but the little ones didn’t because the weather 

was too warm for it. Ice will be solid hard and we won’t be 

able to get it out of the mould because it’s so freezing cold 

and it’s been in the freezer for ages.’ Sophia concluded: 

‘It was water and then it turned into ice, it was white and 

freezing cold!’ 

 



  

Stockport STEM 

As part of Stockport Central Library's half term 

activities, in partnership with Siemens Education 

and the STEM Ambassadors, Stockport Council 

are hosting a fun STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) drop-in session on 

Tuesday 18th February. This is the launch of a new 

monthly STEM sessions across Stockport 

Libraries. The theme of this session is "Living in a 

World Made by STEM" and will feature 3 main 

activities: 

 The Driverless Car Challenge where you 

can learn to code using BBC Micro:Bit to 

program a self-driving vehicle 

 Play the Energy Island interactive game 

where the goal is to generate maximum 

power output whilst minimising cost and 

pollution. Players with the highest score 

wins 

 Learn about the UN Sustainable 

Development through a snakes and ladders 

inspired board game 

They will also have Colby the Code and Go mouse, 

Coderpillars and other activities for younger 

children to learn about STEM.  

Come along for a fun afternoon with activities for 

all the family. Tuesday 18th February 1.00-4.00pm 

Stockport Central Library, Wellington Road 

South, Stockport, SK1 3RS 

 

Holy Teaching in Y4 

In line with their topic on the Christian Church and special meals, Rev 

Leaver, our school chaplain, came to talk to Y4 about Holy 

Communion. She brought with her some bread, which our children 

shared together. She told our children about why the bread and wine 

were special to Christians and described how she feels when she 

shares this special meal. She also brought her vestments with her – 

everyone enjoyed trying on the outfits, which were surprisingly heavy! 

 
 

The Gruffalo Visits in the Night! 

RB children had an intriguing start to the day when 

they arrived to find the classroom taped off! Our 

children were beyond excited to find out what had 

gone on and they rushed in to find that The Gruffalo 

had been.  

 
Our boys and girls were keen to search for 

evidence and enjoyed making their own notes and 

pictures of what they found. The morning 

continued with an outdoor Gruffalo hunt with our 

children finding all sorts of clues. It was an 

invigorating walk with lots of excitement! 

 
 

 

 

 

A Recipe for Success 

Y5 pupil Sadie-May has been 

busy planning and baking all 

year, producing lots of 

delicious cakes for the various 

Charity cake sales we have 

held in school.  Sadie-May still 

organised and baked for the 

cake sale we told you about in 

our last Newsletter, even 

though she was elsewhere at 

an athletics fixture on the day!  

A dedicated and really tasty 

way to make money for some 

very worthy causes. Well done 

Sadie-May! 

County Championships go Swimmingly for Arthur 

Congratulations to our Swimming Captain, Arthur W, who competed 

in the Cheshire County Swimming Championships recently.  Arthur 

finished the day with 3 gold (50m, 100m and 200m breaststoke) and 

2 silvers medals (100m and 200m individual medleys) which placed 

him 3rd overall. A fantastic result against some of the county’s best 

swimmers. 

 
 



  

Quarry Bank Mill is a Y1 Thrill 

Y1 enjoyed their trip to Quarry Bank Mill last month to support their 

learning on materials and how life was for children a long time ago. 

The children experienced life as Thomas and Mary in the Apprentice 

House. They saw where Thomas and Mary slept and completed their 

house chores as well as where they spent twelve hours a day working 

in the mill. All our children were amused by the chamber pot and Lara 

and Zayaan even had the opportunity to empty it! 

 
For part of the day, our children toured the mill and learnt how 

cotton is produced from a plant. They watched the cotton being 

stretched and spun by various pieces of machinery as well as watching 

a lady use the weaving machine to weave the cotton to turn it into 

fabric. Our children also went and looked at the River Bollin and saw 

how the water turned the water wheel which powered the machinery 

in the mill. It was a fun day and our children made us proud, with 

many comments made by the public about how well behaved they 

were.   

 

 

Book Ambassador Review 

As a member of our Extended Reader club and 

working towards his Book Ambassador badge, Y6 

pupil Benji M wrote a fabulous review of A Skinful of 

Shadows by Francis Hardinge recently. This is an 

enthralling tale adapted and modernised into a 

young-adults fiction book that drags the reader 

along to the very end of the story without letting 

them put the book down. 

Plot: 

When Makepeace’s mother forces her to spend 

nights alone in the Poplar’s little chapel to defend 

herself from ‘the night wolves’ that haunt her 

dreams most nights, she is determined not to beg 

and kneel to mother - the enemy. But what she 

doesn't know is that mother is only trying to 

prepare her for the real evil; the ghosts that try to 

crack her mind’s defensive shield and find their way 

into the midst of her memories and soul each night.  

This book is suited for young adults or confident 

readers; I would rate it * * * * * . 

 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt in Reception! 

After reading ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ our children in RC decided 

to go on their own bear hunt around school.  After carefully checking 

behind lots of trees, they saw a little bear creeping across the field! 

Luckily the children decided he was a friendly bear.  In the famous 

words of the author, Michael Rosen, Katy concluded the hunt by 

exclaiming ‘We’re not going on a bear hunt again!’ 

 
 

Y5 Readers 

 

“Y5S went to Reception to read their limerick and 

haiku sci-fi poems to them.  After we read our poems 

to them we individually read a different children’s book 

to a couple of children, including ‘The Monkey Tree’, 

‘The Crayon Book’ and ‘The Snake Skipping Rope’. The 

Reception children loved us reading our poems and 

children’s books to them and we hope to do it again.” 

Florence B and Maya G 



Deeply Dippy In Rochdale 

The world famous Diplodocus dinosaur from the Natural 

History Museum is on a national tour and Dippy will be in 

Rochdale, his only North West stop, between 

10th February and 28th June 2020. 

 
Visitors can look forward to a unique day out, with 2 

dino experiences to enjoy. For further information 

please visit: https://www.visitrochdale.com/dippy-on-

tour/whats-on/the-dippy-experience-featured-event-

p430291 

 

Park Run Sees Our Girls Finish in Top Spot 

Congratulations to Y6 runners Molly M and Lucy J after their 

Cross Country endeavours saw their team finish in top spot in 

the U11 category of the Greater Manchester Cross Country 

Championships, representing Stockport. 

Molly told us: “I was really pleased to take third place in the U11 

category of the competition and for the team to be overall winners. I 

originally began running through athletics but now I really enjoy 

running. Doing park runs has helped build up my confidence to take 

on these bigger challenges and I can’t wait for my next race.” 

 
Lucy followed by saying: “I came fourth place in the U11 category 

and it felt amazing. My mum is very good at running and she’s 

inspired me to do Cross Country. I’m very competitive and love 

running; it helps build up my confidence and it’s great to also be part 

of a team.” 

 
Mr Cooke, Head of PE told us: “We are very proud of both of the 

girls not only for their performances but also for the resilience and 

grit that they show in their training and commitment to the sport. I 

hope their performance’s inspires more pupils to take on active 

challenges away from the school environment”. Mr Wheeler added: 

“As a keen runner myself, I am most impressed with the standard 

which the girls achieve alongside the many other commitments of 

school life.” 

 

Weaving Their Magic in Y1 

Our Y1 children have been learning about traditional tales 

in their English lesson. Last week, the children were 

reading and retelling the story of Cinderella before being 

asked to weave a rug, just like Cinderella did! Our 

children used weaving boards and wove with yarn. It was 

not easy to start with but they got very good at it the 

more they wove! Our Y1 children were keen to share 

their thoughts: Adam: ‘I liked it because it was calm and 

peaceful.’ Hermione: ‘It was tricky to remember not to go 

over the metal part.’ Illyana: ‘You put the thread through and 

next again and again. You get to choose the colour to make a 

pattern.’ Henry: ‘It was a bit hard and a bit easy. I liked it 

because you had to go under and over and it took a long time.’ 

Mr Wheeler was very impressed and even tried a little 

weaving of his own. He told our boys and girls that it was 

very relaxing but we are not sure if he is going to add 

weaving to one of his many hobbies! 
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Safety in Numbers 

On Tuesday our pupils joined thousands of others children across the 

country taking part in ‘Safer Internet Day’.  Each class engaged in an age 

appropriate activity with their form teacher, raising an awareness of using 

the internet safely. 

Our Junior children attended a ‘together for a better internet’ assembly 

earlier in the week which was this year’s global Safer Internet Day 

theme.  Our Infant pupils attended an assembly on Tuesday and looked at 

keeping personal information safe.   

 
Throughout the day, year groups carried out different activities, which 

included our Reception children listening to ‘Buddy the Dog’s Internet Safety’ 

story and learning a song to help them remember how to use the internet 

safely.  Our Y1 children enjoyed a story about ‘Smartie the Penguin’ who 

also talked about keeping safe on the internet. Our Y2 boys and girls made 

a Safety on the Internet’ jigsaw whilst our Y4 children used the iPads to 

make an avatar to represent themselves. 

 
As well as taking part in the Safer Internet Day activities, our Y4 pupils 

have been learning about staying safe whilst using the internet during their 

ICT lessons.  They have used an interactive learning package to gain sound 

knowledge of staying safe and have successfully completed tasks relating 

to email and social media use.  Our children have also engaged in class 

discussions about the hidden dangers of the web and know what to do if 

something they see upsets them. 

 
 

 

                   

Hermione is Over The Rainbow 

Hermione M from Y1E held a cake sale to help 

her achieve the ‘Helper’ badge for Rainbows last 

week. She was raising money to go towards 

modernising the kitchen at her Rainbow’s 

headquarters. She made the chocolate rice 

crispy cakes at home and sold them to children 

in Y1. The cake sale was a huge success. 

Hermione was very happy that she could help 

her fellow Rainbow team.  

 

Art of Stone 

Our children in Reception spent an afternoon 

outside enjoying some natural art this week.  Our 

boys and girls got creative painting pebbles.  They 

thought carefully about their designs and what 

patterns and colours they wanted to use. 

 



 

 

Welcoming the Chinese New Year  

Our Reception and Pre-Reception children have had lots of fun 

learning about the Chinese New Year this term. 

In Pre-Reception our children tried using chopsticks to pick up 

items and coloured noodles, practised writing their names with 

Chinese letters, dipped their hand into a container of rice for a lucky 

dip and used playdough to make noodles, chopsticks, Chinese 

symbols and the tail of a Chinese dragon.  

 
They also got arty by making a dragon out of paper rings and were 

proud to show off the dragon they had created out of paper plates, 

which is currently hanging from the roof! 

 
Meanwhile, as it’s the Year of the Rat, our Reception children 

listened to the story of ‘The Great Race’, had a go at writing in 

Chinese, counted in the language and learnt some well-known 

phrases. Our children also made their own lanterns, animal masks 

and Chinese dragon parade puppets and really enjoyed trying 

dragon dancing. 

 

Sporting News 

 

In a busy week for junior school sport fixtures we have 

seen teams play and compete in Rugby, girls and boys 

Football, Netball and Hockey. After half term, we are 

looking forward to all of our Y4 pupils putting their 

Netball and Football skills to the test in matches 

against The Grange. In PE children from Y4-6 have 

been working hard at perfecting their Gymnastics 

routines ready for this week’s performances. 

 

Design a Book Mark 

To raise money for Francis House 

Children’s Hospice, a group of Y5 

children are holding a book mark 

competition.  To be in with a chance 

of winning an Amazon voucher, 

Celebration box or chocolate bar, 

please hand your bookmark into 

your form teacher by 9th March.  

Remember to include your name 

and class on the back of the book 

mark so we know who it belongs to 

when we announce the winners! 

 


