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Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter. We have all very much enjoyed sharing books this week and the children 

have produced some fabulous creative writing in response to the chosen texts. We enjoyed a most enjoyable visit from author 

Onjali Rauf who spoke to Y5 and 6 about what had inspired her to write and we were also pleased to welcome Y6 from 

Chapel Street Primary, who joined us for the morning. World Book Day also gave me an excuse (as if I needed one!) to share 

a couple of favourite stories from when my family was young, Burglar Bill and The Cat in the Hat. Infants also enjoyed a visit from 

author Michelle Robinson. My thanks to the Y5 girls who have organised this week’s charity event, in aid of Francis House, and 

we look forward to announcing the winners next Friday. Y2 had a fascinating visit to St George’s Church this week and there 

is also a report here on the Y6 trip to London just before half term, which was once again much enjoyed. Our sports teams 

have been busy once again and it has certainly been good to have the chance to play some matches in the sun for a change! 

KS2 consultations are approaching and you are encouraged to book up your appointments as soon as possible. Tickets are 

now available for our annual Y6 show, which this year is High School Musical. We hope that as many of you as possible will 

come and see what it certain to be another fabulous show. All are welcome and tickets for children are free.  

The Weeks Ahead 
Monday 9th March Cross Country, Bruntwood Park 

Theatre Workshops 

Y3+4 

Y3 

3.20-5.30pm 

9.30-11.45am 

Tuesday 10th March Football v Lady Barn (H) Y3+4 B+C 4.00-4.45pm 

Wednesday 11th March Football AJIS Festival @ CHS 

Class Pieces 

Football v Norris Bank (H) 

Netball v WGS (H) 

U9 

Y3 

U11 A+B 

U10 C+D 

10.15am-12.45pm 

3.00pm 

3.30-4.30pm 

3.30-4.30pm 

Thursday 12th March Class Pieces Y4 9.30am 

Friday 13th March Founder’s Day 

AJIS Netball Tournament (H) 

ISFA Football Tournament (H) 

 

U11A 

U11 

 

10.30am-3.15pm 

Midday-4.00pm 

Monday 16th March AJIS Rugby Festival, Merchant Taylor’s 

Parents’ Consultations 

U11 

KS2 

11.00am-3.00pm 

4.00-7.00pm 

Wednesday 18th March IAPS Cross Country, Bruntwood Park 

Art Afternoon 

Rock Over Climbling Competition 

Parents’ Consultations 

Y3-6 

Pre-Reception 

By Invitation 

KS2 

Times TBC 

2.00pm 

8.30am-3.30pm 

4.00-6.00pm 

Thursday 19th March Maths Challenge 

AJIS Netball Tournament 

Y6 

U11 

9.30-11.00am 

Middday-6.00pm 

Friday 20th March Football v Bolton (A) U11 A+B 1.30-5.00pm 

 

Infants Have a Flipping Great Time 

Our Reception all enjoyed tasting pancakes on Shrove Tuesday last week. Our boys and girls discussed their favourite toppings 

and then tried a pancake with lemon and sugar on. Meanwhile, our children in Y1 talked about why people in the UK celebrate 

Pancake Day and discussed which would be their favourite topping. They used bossy verbs to give the instructions on how 

to make the batter, including pour, mix, whisk crack, toss and eat. All our children loved eating the pancakes with lemon and 

sugar. “It was yummy!” said Izzy.      

 

 

 

  

 

Easter Holiday Care 

Bookings will shortly be 

available to reserve your child’s 

place at our Easter Holiday 

Care, which costs £20 per day.  

Holiday Care will run from 

Monday 6th to Thursday 9th 

April and then from Tuesday 

14th to Friday 17th April. Look 

out for the email confirming 

when the Wisepay link 

becomes available. 

 



  

Summer Activity Weeks 

Places for our Summer Activity Weeks are now available for booking.  Please use the link below for details on how to book 

your child’s place: 

https://www.stockportgrammar.co.uk/junior-school/out-of-hours-and-holiday-care/summer-activity-weeks-2020/ 

 

 
Author Visit 

Our Reception, Y1 and Y2 pupils were enthralled by a visit from 

author Michelle Robinson as she introduced them to the star of her 

new book, 'The Day The Banana Went Bad'. The award-winning writer 

of ‘Ten Fat Sausages’ read from her book, gave the children a pen and 

paper challenge, taught them a song and donned a banana outfit! 

 
Michelle also discussed how to become an author and how she gets 

her inspiration to write stories. At the end of the talk, which was 

kindly organised by Simply Books, she did a book signing. 

Matilda in RC told us: ‘I liked the part when we saw the banana’s 

bottom! It was funny!’  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Medicine in School 

If your child requires medicine to be 

dispensed at school, especially in the form of 

antibiotics, please ensure that you speak 

with our school nurse at the medical centre 

and complete the temporary medicine form. 

The medicine should be left with the school 

nurse and picked up at the end of each day. 

This ensures that your child receives the 

correct dose at the right time of day and that 

the nurses are aware of their medical needs 

at the time. 

 

Charity Assembly 

EducAid’s Founder and Country Director, Miriam 

Mason, came to see our children in an assembly this 

week to introduce the charity to everyone. 

 
During her talk she spoke passionately about the 

work they do, showed our boys and girls lots of 

pictures and told them about where the money that 

is donated to the charity goes and how it is used. 

 

 

 

 

Y5 House Netball 

Y5 House Netball was finally completed this week after rain stopped 

play several times. Congratulations to Nicholson, who won the 

competition with three wins out of three. Well done to all our players 

who braved the wind and rain to play their matches over the course of 

the last week. 

https://www.stockportgrammar.co.uk/junior-school/out-of-hours-and-holiday-care/summer-activity-weeks-2020/


  

 

 

Celebrate World Book Day  

Children will be able to redeem their £1 WBD 

vouchers in Simple Books throughout March. 

Saturday 7th March is their WORLD BOOK 

SATURDAY and children are invited to pop in 

any time during the day. This year’s theme is all 

about sharing stories and the store has set 

themselves the target of sharing 1000 stories in 

the shop during the month of March, but 

they need your help to make this happen! There 

will also be an opportunity to take part in a 

World Book Day quiz and word search which 

will be available around the shop, as well as the 

chance to enter their lucky draw for a bundle of 

World Book Day goodies!  

Simply Books is in the centre of Bramhall Village. 

For details of all their events please visit their 

website www.simplybooks.info  

 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

Enzo C, Ethan C, Alyaan F, Amelia J, Orlagh B, Maya G, Luca H, Rayaan 

I, Jonathan J, Adara D, Azaan A, William G, Sophia T, Thomas W, Molly 

M, Benjamin C and Arthur M. 

Surprises Continue in Reception 

Our Secret Story Tellers continue to surprise 

and delight our Reception children this term.  

 
On Wednesday, Hope O’s mum read ‘The 

Detective Dog’ by The Gruffalo author Julia 

Donaldson while Matilda D’s mum read Abie 

Longstaff’s ‘The Fairytale Hairdresser and the 

Little Mermaid’. 

 
 

Chess Success 

Congratulations to Y4 pupil, 

William Lloyd, who has been 

selected to play for the 

Cheshire North Wales County 

U9 Chess Team after his 

successful county trials last 

month. 

Swimming Kit Reminder 

Please ensure that your child 

has a swimming hat for every 

swimming lesson.  The hats are 

available from the school office 

at a cost of £3 and are a 

compulsory piece of kit. 

International Women’s Day 

A group of our Y6 girls have independently researched inspirational 

women this week and have created a presentation which they will 

deliver to the school at an assembly on Monday. Their work is 

displayed in our reception area, ready to celebrate International 

Women’s Day on 8th March. 

 
 

Model United Nations 

Our next Y6 Junior MUN Club will be on the topic of ‘Big Game 

Hunting’. Our children will be discussing the subject in depth with a 

view to agreeing the final resolution in the coming weeks. The club 

runs each Monday lunchtime in the Senior School. 

 

Y6 House Netball 

 

Congratulations to Arden on 

winning this year’s House 

Netball Competition.  All our 

players showed great 

enthusiasm and sportsmanship 

throughout the competition. 

 

 

 

http://www.simplybooks.info/


  

Cricket Success 

Congratulations to Y6 pupil Daniel D after his 

selection for the Tameside Regional Cricket 

Squad for the 2020 season, playing for the U11’s. 

He will be attending pre-season coaching and, 

subject to selection, representing Tameside in 

their regional matches in the summer. This is the 

second season that Daniel has been selected to 

play for the team and we wish him well in the 

ongoing selection process. 

 

Y2 Go to Church 

Our Y2 children went on a short walk to St George’s Church this week. 

Once inside, our children were amazed at how big and high the roof was 

and learnt all about the arches holding it up.   

 
They also learnt that the chairs are called pews and the centre aisle is not 

actually called an aisle at all but a nave! Our boys and girls saw the huge 

pipes which power the sound of the organ and stood in the pulpit to see 

where the vicar delivers her sermons from. They were surprised to learn 

that the church is not that old (only 123 years old) and that there have only 

been eight vicars in all that time who have served the church. Our children 

finished the visit thinking about the different reasons why people might visit 

a church before heading back to school. Emily B told us: “I liked the stained 

glass window. It had many pretty colours.” With Ethan S adding:“I liked learning 

about Mary and sitting in the quiet church.”  Luca H also said: “It was exciting 

to see lots of secret doors in the church.” 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Performing Arts Tour 

With a 6.15am start, 50 barely awake but excited children set off 

for an overnight trip to London. First stop was Harry Potter World 

which never ceases to amaze. The new addition of Gringotts Bank 

and the flying, fire breathing dragon which appeared from 

nowhere, were nothing short of breath-taking and incredible to 

see. Many of our children tried the infamous Butter Milk and 

Bertie Botts Every Flavour Beans and some parted with large 

amounts of their spending money to buy wands, prompting cries 

of “Expelliarmus!” for the rest of the day. 

After a delicious evening meal at Pizza Express, everyone was 

treated to an amazing performance of School of Rock. The acting, 

singing, band and dancing were simply awesome and the final song 

had everyone in the theatre on their feet, clapping and dancing to 

the music. By the time we arrived at the Premier Inn, our children 

were almost walking in their sleep.  

After a hearty full English breakfast and with packed lunches 

distributed, our group set off for a tour of Shakespeare’s Globe 

Theatre. Their tour guides regaled them with tales and woes from 

the history of the Globe and Shakespeare’s many plays. Our 

children sat up in the ‘Gods’ and experienced what it would be 

like to be a very rich person and then a very poor person who 

would have to stand down in the pit. 

The journey home was long but the trip was magical! 



  

Y6 Performing Arts Show 

 
Tickets are now available for our Y6 

performances of High School Musical on 

Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd April at a 

cost of £5 per adult, with no charge for 

tickets for children. Our Y6 children have 

been rehearsing hard all year to bring you 

this high-scoring energetic show which we 

are sure you will love.  Everybody is welcome 

to come along and the Wisepay link will 

remain open until 30th March for you to 

reserve your seats. 

  

 

 

 

 

 Y4 Football 

Our Y4 boys and girls had three matches against King’s 

Chester on Tuesday 3rd March. Our children showed great 

spirit in the games and staff were delighted by the team work 

and commitment of all of the pupils.  

 

 

Y5 Football Festival 

Last Friday our Y5 boys took part in a Manchester City 

football tournament at the Etihad Centre training facility. 

It was a privilege to play in such a professional setting and 

our pupils rose to the occasion, getting stronger with each 

game and navigating their way out of the group stages 

before unfortunately losing 1-0 against Terra Nova in the 

semi-finals.  

 
 

‘Water’ Great Lesson 

To support their topic on States of Matter and, in particular, 

their work on the water cycle, Y4 had a visit from Janet 

who helped our children learn more about how the water 

cycle works and how United Utilities collect, store, clean 

and provide us with fresh water. Our children learned 

about where water goes after we have used it and how it is 

returned to the natural water cycle. They thought about 

the many uses of water, how precious it is and how we 

should make sure that we do not waste it. Our children 

found out how lucky we all are to have fresh, clean water 

at the turn of a tap and how many people around the world 

do not have this luxury. They also discovered that open 

water can be a dangerous place to play and listened to 

advice about the dangers of swimming in reservoirs and 

flooded quarries. There were lots of fun activities and 

everyone had a great day. Thomas W said: “That was so 

much fun!” 

 
 

 

Camera Recycling 

Do you have any old (working) digital cameras which 

you no longer use?  If so, would you like to donate 

them to the school for our children to use?  During 

ICT lessons we have been discussing how technology 

is simply discarded once new equipment is purchased 

which led some of the children to suggest that we could 

try and recycle some of the smaller equipment, such as 

cameras, which we thought was a fantastic idea!  We 

don’t need the SD cards but the charging unit and leads 

would be helpful although not essential. 

 

 

 

 

Broadcasting News in Y6 

As part of reading Goodnight Mister Tom, Y6V have been 

looking at standard versus non-standard English and how 

it helps to develop a character. Our children also tried 

their hand at writing a formal speech with a focus on 

different verb types and the use of passive voice for effect. 

They then created old fashioned news broadcasts about a 

declaration of war. The children filmed these themselves 

using a green screen and then edited them using a video 

editing app. 



  

A Super Day in Reception 

Our Reception boys and girls enjoyed a ‘Wow’ day 

recently as they came to school dressed in an array of 

superhero costumes. 

 
Our boys and girls joined Superhero Training Camp for 

the day and took part in lots of activities such as The 

Iron Man Leap, The Flash Dash, The Hulk Smash and The 

Spiderman Crawl. 

 
Our caped crusaders had a super time! 

 
 
 

AJIS U11 Hockey 

Our teams enjoyed a fantastic start to the day at the recent AJIS 

tournament, with a 4-0 win over Scarisbrick Hall. The winning 

streak continued with a 2-0 win over AKS B team and a 2-1 win 

over Rossall. The last game caught the girls off balance and was 

the toughest match of the morning, resulting in a 1-1 draw. We 

topped the group to go into the plate final where we met a strong, 

physical King’s Chester team. Their positioning in our ‘D’ caught 

our girls unaware so we quickly went 0-2 down. The loss resulted 

in us losing out on a place in the final but it was a most enjoyable 

day of hockey where our girls had the opportunity to show how 

much their game has progressed since Y5. 

 
Hockey Success in Y5 

Well done to our Y5 hockey players, for some of whom it was a 

first competitive match, as they came out the victors in their 

match against KSM recently. Their attacking skills have improved 

enormously and their confidence and composure on the ball is the 

best Mrs Nichols has seen this season. After an exciting first half, 

the A team was 3-0 up and in the second half they scored two 

more goals but one was disallowed. Their opponents could not 

match the attacking strength of our SGJS team but managed a late 

goal which was scrambled across the line. With VAR, the umpire’s 

decision may have been reversed! Final score 4-1. Our B team 

lost 2-1 but showed improvement in their passing into space and 

protecting the ball when under pressure in the second half.  

 

 



  

Fund Raising 

All this week, a group of Y5 children has been fund raising for Francis 

House. In exchange for £1, our children were given an entry into the 

bookmark competition, a raffle ticket to win a teddy and a chance to 

guess the name of the clown. Winners will be announced shortly. 

Good luck to everyone who took part! 

 

World Book Day 

The national theme for World Book Day this year is 'share a million 

stories' and the Junior School’s broad theme within this is ‘adventure’. 

All the books that were shared by different year groups related to an 

adventure of some type, be this a different place, time or world!  

In Pre-R and R, the children shared the wonderful picture book, ‘The 

Way Home for Wolf’. Pre-R children enjoyed listening to the story and 

talked excitedly about Wolf’s winter journey home. As well as story 

mapping and retelling the story, the children enjoyed learning the names 

for baby animals and thinking about the sounds that the wolf would 

make on his journey home. R pupils made the most of the beautiful 

pictures and descriptive language in the book, each writing their own 

sensational setting description. They also had fun taking part in a small 

world arctic play, talking about the story characters and making their 

own characters. 

Y1 and 2 were captivated by ‘The Bear and the Piano’ and took part in 

a range of activities including creating their own bear hats and designing 

their own furry masks to reflect different emotions. Y2 pupils also had 

great fun working together as a class to create their bear book, which 

they enjoyed sharing with Mr Wheeler. 

Y3 and 4 were taken on an urban adventure in ‘The Promise’. Y3 

reflected on the change in urban environment and subsequent changes 

in emotion of the characters, and portrayed these in emotion graphs. 

They then wrote their own poems, in response to the novel, using 

fabulous figurative language to bring their poetic descriptions to life. 

Creating textured vocabulary flowers to inspire and create poetic songs, 

in response to ‘The Promise,’ kept our budding Year 4 poets busy 

throughout the day too. 

‘The Widow’s Broom’ was Y5’s book choice. With their creative hats 

on and pens at the ready, they were all determined to write engaging 

descriptions, powerful poetry and clear instructions. 

Y6 took a step back in time as they listened to ‘The Matchbox Diary.’ 

This tells the story of a grandfather sharing his life’s memories, through 

his matchbox diary, with his granddaughter. Every object reveals a 

memory and the children were inspired to create their own written 

descriptions of personal memories, linked to their own special objects. 

They were then able to design and create their own matchbox to keep 

their special object safe.  

Even lunchtime got the World Book Day treatment as pupils submitted 

their nominations for a book themed menu for the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Book Ambassador Review 

For his Book Ambassador Badge this term, Oscar M 

wrote a fabulous review of Apple and Rain by Sarah 

Crossan 

“At first Apple’s mum, Annie, runs away leaving Apple to 

live with her Nana. Out of the blue, Apple’s mother 

returns and whisks Apple away from Nana to come and 

live with her and her little girl, Rain. At school her best 

friend, Pilar, is taken away by a girl called Donna and 

she starts to realise that she can put her emotions into 

poetry. However, at first she is scared of writing her 

emotions because of the fear of what others might think 

of her. Throughout all of this she and Rain are starting 

to get closer. When her mother goes on a trip to audition 

for a film and doesn’t return, and Rain goes missing, 

Apple starts to worry. Will she ever see either of them 

again?” 

Oscar finished his review with his own thoughts on 

the book. 

“Apple and Rain is one of my favourite books I have ever 

read. I thought that the book was good because it drew 

you in straight from the start and kept you reeled in right 

to the final word. It’s a heart-warming book and makes 

you feel as if you are there with the characters. I would 

recommend this book for ages 8 to 15 because children 

any younger might not get it and children any older might 

get bored and stop reading it” 

 

Y5+6 Author Visit 

Our Y5 and Y6 pupils were thrilled to have award-winning author 

Onjali Raúf in school for a talk today. Onjali, whose stories are of 

friendship and hope, launched her brand new book ‘The Star Outside 

My Window’ to the children. The book is the story of ten year old 

Aniyah and her brother Noah who, following the disappearance of 

their mum, suddenly find themselves living in foster care. When a 

new star is spotted acting strangely in the sky, Aniyah is sure that it 

is her mum, and she embarks on the adventure of a lifetime. 

 
During the visit Onjali explained what had inspired her to write her 

books and talked in detail about how she came to be involved in 

working with refugees as the founder of Making Herstory. Onjali 

tackled issues such as what it means to be a refugee, the difficulties 

and unfairness which refugees face and the help individuals can offer 

to support them. Onjali’s book ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’, 

which portrays the refugee crisis through the eyes of a child, was 

inspired by a Syrian mother and baby she encountered in a Calais 

refugee camp.  

 
Pupils were able to get Onjali’s books signed after the inspiring talk. 

We also very much enjoyed welcoming Year 6 pupils from Chapel 

Street Primary School for this special event and everyone left the 

room thoroughly inspired.  

 


