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Welcome to the latest edition our newsletter and the first produced from a largely empty school! It hardly seems possible 

that, when we were first putting this newsletter together, almost everyone was still in school and things were carrying on as 

normal. There are many highlights here, including features on our recent ‘Waste Week’ and news of sporting success, and we 

hope that you enjoy another bumper edition. We would like to keep producing newsletters over the coming term and so, if 

you have news which you would like to share, experiences from home, activities you have tried, things you’ve cooked with 

the children or pictures they have drawn, please send them to Mrs Chawner chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk We would 

love to hear from you. We all very much enjoyed Y3 and Y4 class pieces, which took place just before school closed. Mrs 

Cole had once again been very ambitious in her choice of pieces and the children, as ever, rose to the challenge and impressed 

us all. The collaboration involved is key to the success of these concerts and it is lovely to see how well the children all work 

together. There was a good range of soloists too and some very confident performances in front of a large audience.  

As you know, I am on a mission to ‘share a smile’ and I hope that there is plenty here to make you smile. It is always strange 

being in school when it is empty and we very much miss all of those smiling faces every day. 

 

Easter Holiday Care 

We are still able to offer Easter Holiday 

Care to children of key workers.  Places 

are available between Monday 6th and 

Thursday 9th April and also from Tuesday 

14th to Friday 17th April at a cost of £20 per 

day.   

 

Please contact Mrs Chawner if you would 

like to reserve your places using childcare 

vouchers. 

chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk. 

Otherwise, please proceed to Wisepay to 

access the link available on your account. 

World Book Day is a Real Treat! 

 
Mrs Wells was delighted to receive some delicious cakes as part of the Y4 

Reading Challenge recently. Our children were asked to complete 21 

reading challenges as part of World Book Day, including reading whilst 

wearing something silly and reading in the bath! One of the challenges was 

to read a recipe (and make it!). Mrs Wells enjoyed sampling a delicious 

chocolate cake made by Freya C, a slice of Victoria Sponge made by Thom 

K and fresh blueberry muffins made by Xeneb K.  

 

Green Fingers in Reception 

Our children in Reception have all enjoyed 

planting some potatoes and are very excited 

to see them grow. They helped to scoop in 

the soil, plant the potatoes and water them. 

We will keep you updated on the progress 

of the potatoes! 

 
 

 

Y2 Compute Old Technology 

There was a lot of cyber 

excitement this term in Y2H 

when Mrs Hurst bought in an old 

computer from home. She and 

the children took it apart to look 

at the inside. There were so many 

‘curious’ questions being asked 

and some great responses to 

them. The children enjoyed taking 

on the role of computer 

specialists and working out where 

the various parts would fit. 
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Cross Country News 

Our children were a credit to the school recently at the 

Lady Barn Cross Country meet at Bruntwood Park. In an 

incredibly tricky terrain, our boys and girls battled the wet, 

muddy and cold conditions to finish the day with some 

excellent results as individuals and an excellent whole team 

performance. Our girls in both Y3 and Y4 finished in 2nd 

position overall (helped by a fantastic first place individual 

finish from Georgiana H), with the Y3 boys finishing in 3rd 

and Y4 boys in 5th. 

 
 

 
Netball News 

Our Y5 C and D Netball teams played against a strong 

Withington side earlier in the term.  

 
Our girls enjoyed the spirit of the matches, and the fantastic 

support from our parents. 

 

Sugar and Spice and All Things Nice? 

Our Y6 children have been learning about keeping healthy, 

discussing the pros and cons of sugar in our diets. They 

presented their findings to our Y3 children, which linked 

well to the work they are doing in their current Science 

topic on food and nutrition.  

 

 
 

Y3 and 4 Class Pieces 

 
 

Our Y3 and Y4 classes have been waiting, and working, with 

much anticipation for their annual class ensemble pieces 

concerts.Y3 delighted a large audience with their sensitive and 

accurate performances on a whole variety of instruments 

including ukuleles, cellos, violins, keyboards and drums. 

Y4 rose to the challenge of tackling some of the fastest pieces 

in the classical repertoire, playing the William Tell Overture and 

the Can Can, and surprising the audience with some added 

extras. A wide variety of solos were performed at all musical 

levels by fifteen of our pupils who are taking instrumental 

lessons. 

 

Well done to all who took part in both of the very enjoyable 

concerts. 

 

 
 
 



  

Cross Country Victory 

 
Congratulations to Arthur W, Sam H and Robbie J 

who were crowned the winners of the Stockport 

Harriers Boys Y5 and 6 Junior Schools Cross 

Country League recently. 

With over 120 boys from 20 schools across 

Stockport and Manchester, the league covered six 

races in all weathers from September to 

March.  Arthur, Sam and Robbie ran brilliantly, 

improving their results with each race to win the 

team competition.  In doing so, Arthur secured 2nd 

place overall, Sam 7th and Robbie 10th. 

Congratulations also to our Y5 and 6 girls who, in 

their individual races, achieved 3rd place overall for 

Molly M, Lucy J closely behind in 4th and Charlotte 

U in 6th. 

A fantastic achievement from all our runners who 

showed commitment and focus, attending the 

Saturday morning races throughout the season. 

 

 Y6 Prove It’s Not a Man’s World 

As part of International Women’s Day, a group of Y6 pupils led an 

assembly with a presentation highlighting a number of inspirational 

women. Our girls compiled some independent research after getting 

frustrated when reading ‘The Lie Tree’ by Frances Hardinge. The 

group of inspirational women included Rosa Parks, Ada Lovelace, 

Marie Curie, Fadumo Dayib, Mamie Phipps Clark, Ellie Simmonds 

and Onjali Ruaf. Their work inspired Y4 pupil Freddie L so much 

that he read up about spy, Virginia Hall, and joined them at the front 

for the assembly. 

The Lie Tree is set in the fiercely male-dominated Victorian scientific 

community and tells the story of Faith, a bright 14 year old girl who 

wants to follow in her father’s footsteps and study natural science. 

The point in the novel which ignited our girls’ frustration and desire 

to find out more about inspirational women is when a character 

named Dr Jacklers tells Faith that men are scientifically proven to be 

a lot smarter than men, as they have larger skulls, and women, whilst 

charming in their own right, could not cope with too much intellect 

as this would cause the female mind to ‘spoil and flatten like a soufflé.’ 

 

 

 

STEM Club  

Our Y5 and Y6 STEM Club had fun creating marble runs using 

cardboard tubes, tin foil and sellotape recently. 

 
The activity involved our children utilising their Science, Technology 

Engineering and Mathematics knowledge alongside their creativity, 

critical thinking and collaborative skills. Earlier on in the year, our boys 

and girls created catapults and matchstick puzzles and conducted a 

‘walking’ rainbow experiment. 

 



  

A Happy Birthday To… 

Alia I, Lizzie C, Alfie M,  Emily R, Thomas M, Gabriel M, Alisa C, Anna C, Amelia D, Amelia B, George Y, Pearl W, Fatima 

A, Jasmine A, Erin H, Lexie W, Abigail S, Thomas S, Archie M, Emmie L, Daniel S, Sophia S, James Z, Toby B, Alexander 

H, Arun P, Katy S, Idris P, Zeena A, Patrick Z, Jenna G, Sophia M and Hamish S. 

Y1 Have a ‘Rubbish’ Lesson 

As part of Science Week our Y1 children have been learning 

about waste with a specific focus on recycling. Our boys and girls 

had a visit from Mr Croft, our Site Services Manager. He talked 

to our children about what waste is and how we can recycle. He 

told everyone about the different bins available to us in school 

and explained that it costs the school more money to have 

general waste taken away compared to ‘green’ waste.  Our 

children then discussed how important it is to pick up their litter 

as this can be harmful to animals both on the land and in the sea. 

 
Bethany said “I always pick up litter when I am out. I put it in my 

pocket and take it home and put it in my bins.” 

Benjamin said “When I am digging on the beach and I find rubbish, I 

always throw it in the bin because I don’t want it to hurt the animals.” 

Our children then went on to design posters to show everyone 

which things can be put in the classroom green and black bins. 

They agreed that they would put their rubbish in the correct bin 

and make sure the teachers did the same!  

 
Poster designed by Edith and Georgina 

 

Charity Update 

 
Our children raised a super £180.00 for St Francis 

House recently with design a bookmark and guess the 

teddy’s name competitions. 

Our Infant winner was Georgia S with Ethan S in 2nd 

place and Beth H taking 3rd. 

The name of the clown was Kenneth and was correctly 

guessed by Annabel W, with Alex P being the lucky 

raffle ticket winner of the giant teddy. Our Junior 

bookmark winners were Mustafah in 1st place, followed 

by Ali in 2nd and Benji in 3rd. Congratulations to all our 

winners and thank you for helping to raise such a 

fantastic amount for this very worthy cause. 

 
 

 

 
Pre-Reception Find a Home from Home 

Our Pre-Reception children have enjoyed mark-

making in different formats after being inspired by the 

story ‘The Snail and the Whale’ as part of Waste Week. 

To get their fingers moving, our children have played 

with spinning tops and made dough snails, topped with 

a cosy home to live in.  

Ada told us: “I made lines like a house….like a snail 

house.” 

Nayel added: “Look at my hand! I made a circle! Zig zag, 

zig zag - look guys!” 

 

 

 
 



  

Book Review 

For his Book Ambassador Badge, this week’s book review comes 

from Y6 pupil Robert M on The Whispers by Greg Howard.  

“Being written in the first person means that the author could spill a 

plethora of emotions and feelings onto paper. It feels like the emotions 

are very real and it sounds like some of the scenarios are spoken from 

experience. It is hands down my favourite book, and it is relatable, 

which definitely adds to the magic. 

An 11 year old boy, Riley, loses his mum randomly. Although he always 

believes she just left, after four months, she hasn't come back. Riley, 

Gary (his best friend) and secret crush, Dylan, decide to take matters 

into their own hands. They decide to look for “The Whispers”, 

mysterious, all-knowing beings that make their abode in the woods. 

But they don’t even know if they exist and they need to give The 

Whispers tributes. But to make matters worse there are all sorts of 

weird things in the woods; hobgoblins, demons and Morcedi Mathews, 

Dylan's uncle. Will they reach The Whispers alive? Will their tributes 

be enough and will they know where Mama is? 

Quite a complex story, suitable for older readers as there are some 

moderately rude words and scenes. I give it *****” 
 

 

Waste Week 

As part of Waste Week 2020, children across the school took part in activities which discussed how we, as a society, can try 

to contain and process waste. 

Pre-reception looked at the story of The Snail and the Whale, talking about oceans and plastic waste and the effect on sea 

creatures. When talking about waste and recycling Alice J said, "It's bad for the environment and it can hurt all the animals in the 

whole wide world. Because it's just bad and makes the animals die, and our animals are helpful." Rehman Dixon added, "When I 

looked out of the window, I saw something really bad, there was rubbish in the water. I want to help by getting all of the rubbish out of 

the sea, and bring it to my house to recycle.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Reception children have enjoyed learning about recycling and its importance to our planet using the book ‘Somebody 

swallowed Stanley’. Our children had fun creating their own posters with slogans such as, ‘When you use rubbish put it in the 

bin’, ‘Bin it’ and ‘Use it again ’. Our boys and girls were so excited to use the materials they had brought from home to make 

their own ‘robottles’. 

In Y1, our children went on a walk around our school environment, looking out for bins and discussing litter and plastics in 

the environment. 

In Y2, our boys and girls have learnt about the impact of plastic tooth brushes on the environment. They created a poster to 

promote brushing with bamboo. They also learnt how to make toothpaste in a glass jar using coconut oil, bicarbonate of soda 

and peppermint essence. George M said “I already had a bamboo brush because my mum is very eco-friendly.” 

Y3 classes looked at the life cycle of a plastic bottle and how things, such as littering and contaminating recycling, can interrupt 

the cycle, causing plastic to enter the environment and end up in our rivers and oceans. Tom in 3K said, “We should be trying 

really hard to protect the environment from plastic pollution; animals such as fish should have the same respect as humans.” 

Pupils in Y4 researched shocking statistics about plastic waste and continued their work on saving water by writing pledges. 

Freddie in 4R promised to turn off the tap whilst brushing his teeth and Hamish in 4W promised to shower for less time. 

As part of their ongoing work on Energy, children in Y5 were given the question: How do children and teachers travel to work 

and how could we encourage more sustainable forms of transport?  

Finally, in Y6, our children collected all the single use plastic they used in a day at home to create a display, highlighting the 

issue of plastic pollution in the oceans.  

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to all our keen reviewers this term who 

have been awarded their Book Ambassador badges. 



 

Tom’s Home Creation is Just ‘Pearfect’ 

Y3 pupil Tom S drew this fantastic pear after 

watching a Youtube tutorial at home recently.  

What have you been learning at home? Share 

your pictures and stories with us to be included 

in a future edition of our Newsletter. 

 
 

Mr Moose’s Wall of Smiles 

Mr Moose has loved seeing all the smiles which you have sent in 

and he has put them all on his ‘wall of smiles’. You can draw a 

picture of a smile or send in a photo to add to the wall. Mr Moose 

would love to hear from you and you can email on 

moose@stockportgrammar.co.uk 
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