
  

Stockport Grammar Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to the special ‘lockdown’ edition of our Newsletter. As I have mentioned in my recent letters home, the work 

which the children have been producing, both those at home and those back at school, has been most impressive and you can 

see just a small selection of it here. We very much miss seeing the children who are at home and so it is particularly good to 

be able to see their work through pictures and videos. Some of the videos have even featured mums and dads, with one merit 

awarded to a parent for his performance of a French rap and another on its way for an impressive Italian accent as a way of 

really getting into character! We have been most impressed with the children’s writing as well and you will soon be able to 

view a selection of poetry on the theme of ‘refugees’ by Y6. This was inspired by the recent visit of author Onjali Rauf and the 

children behind this project, Erin, Bea, Benji and Ava, are hoping that parents will download the ebook, On The Run, and then 

make a donation to the author’s charity, Herstory. You will find further details below.  

The end of term is speeding towards us which means that there will be just one more newsletter before the summer holidays. 

Please continue to send in examples of work and projects along with details of occasions where children have gone out of their 

way to show kindness or to help others.  

23rd June 2020 

Lockdown Celebration 

Y2 pupil Noah F got crafty as he celebrated Eid at home recently. 

In previous years, Noah and his mum would come into school to 

read a story about Ramadan and Eid to the class and to share 

sweets and treats.  

 
 

This year he made decorations, such as bunting, and made cards 

for neighbours. 

 
 

A keen reader, Noah has also helped his parents during the 

month of Ramadan by entertaining his little sister and assisting 

with making meals. Good work Noah! 

 

 

 

Jack’s Animal Instinct 

 
After hearing about the plight of Chester Zoo recently 

and looking into their predicament further, Y4 pupil Jack 

H asked his mum if he could help by making a teddy 

which he could raffle to raise money to help feed the 

animals at the zoo. 

With mum’s help, Jack made this fabulous bear by 

cutting out the pattern pieces and having a go at sewing 

the straight sections on the sewing machine. He then 

filled the bear with stuffing and named him Chester. 

The raffle raised a fabulous £361 which Jack would like 

to put towards sponsoring an animal at the zoo, with 

the remainder going towards food for the animals. 

A great fundraiser for a very worthy cause. Well done 

Jack! 

 
 
 



  

 

Many Strings to her Bow 

The leader of our Junior School orchestra, 

Y6 pupil Clara Z, has been keeping up her 

violin practice sessions with virtual lessons 

at home. The link below will allow you to 

enjoy her beautiful solo rendition of 

Tambourin by André Grétry. 

https://www.facebook.com/1545801912772

89/videos/257622351967188/ 

 

 
Silly Billy Makes Sense of It All 

In recent English lessons our Y2 children have 

been reading a book called Silly Billy by 

Anthony Browne. It’s the story of a boy who 

feels silly for worrying too much. 

Eugene told us: It is the story about a boy who 

always worries about something. First he worries 

about clouds, then shoes and even big birds. One 

day he went to his grandma’s for a sleepover but 

he couldn’t sleep because he was too worried. So 

he told his grandma and she said he was not silly 

and gave him a worry doll. You tell all your worries 

to a worry doll and she worries instead of you! 

Sounds like the perfect solution! 

Our boys and girls were then encouraged to 

create their own worry dolls to support their 

worries. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inventive Technology 

As part of their ICT learning at home, Y3 children have been looking at 

different types of sensors around their house.  Amongst the usual motion 

sensors in alarm systems and thermometers in kettles and fridges, our 

children found some fantastic use of sensors, including Ollie (3H) who sent 

in a video of his 'puppy paw-bell' being operated by his dog with a touch 

sensor.  Callum (3S) found a light detector sensor on his camera for the 

automatic flash, and Louis (3S) spotted an infra-red sensor on his garage 

door to open and close it remotely.  Ellie (3H) took photos of what she 

found and sent a collage in. 

 
Keeping with the theme of sensors and technology, in their following 

ICT lesson, our children were asked to create a robot with a purpose 

and draw this out.   

 
Again, some fantastic work and ideas were submitted. Evie (3K) created 'Suzy 

Storyteller', Katy (3S), 'Bob the Robot Butler' and Leo (3K) came up with the 

idea of a dog robot to look after a dog! Zoe’s (3S) 'Clarice Cleaner' and Erin's 

(3S) robot, 'Rory Room Cleaner' should definitely be on a production line!  

 
Last week’s lesson involved building a robot and we very quickly received a 

wonderful video from Ayush (3H) demonstrating how his car-washing robot 

works and a photo from Ryan (3S) of his robot 'Charlie' who checks for 

symptoms of coronavirus - very topical!   

 

https://www.facebook.com/154580191277289/videos/257622351967188/
https://www.facebook.com/154580191277289/videos/257622351967188/


  

Summer Reading Challenge 

Stockport Libraries are running the Summer Reading 

Challenge again this year, which encourages children, 

aged 4-11 to read six books and receive prizes.  

Reading is, of course, very important for children, with 

evidence showing children enjoy reading because it helps 

them to feel relaxed. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Challenge, which 

started on 5th June, will run right through until the end of 

September 2020 and will be completed online in 

partnership with The Reading Agency.  On the web page 

children will be able to rate and review books, completely 

free. The Reading Agency has produced lots of 

information for parents about signing up for the 

Challenge and this can be accessed from the Summer 

Reading Challenge Website. 

 

This summer, children will meet The Silly Squad; a loveable 

bunch of animals who run a fantastic fun house. But 

beware: a mysterious baddy is waiting to spoil the fun! 

Children taking part online will find out more about the 

fantastic characters and will unlock digital rewards, 

activities and video content as rewards for their reading. 

So join The Silly Squad and meet Bamboozle The Panda, 

Izzie The Octopus, Lily The Frog, Merry the Giraffe and 

Snook The Penguin! 

 

“I feel the Summer Reading Challenge is extra important this 

year. How sensible to have a ‘Silly’ theme! We've all had to 

deal with serious and scary issues, so it's time for a bit of fun. 

There are so many comical and crazy children's books to cheer 

us all up. Let's get reading and get happy!”  

Jacqueline Wilson, Summer Reading Challenge 

Ambassador 

 

 

Holiday Care 

This year our Holiday Care is only intended to support working parents and we ask that it is not used simply as a way to 

provide an opportunity for children to meet up and play. Children should remain at home where it is possible for them to 

do so. Whilst we are usually very happy to welcome all children to holiday care, we will not be able to operate as normal 

over the summer and children are almost certainly going to have to be organised into ‘bubbles’ and will therefore not be 

able to mix with all of the other children on site. We are also keen to retain some capacity for children of key workers 

whose shifts may change over the course of the summer. Very limited dates are still available between 7th July and 21st 

August and for the 2 Inset days 2nd and 3rd September.  

Please proceed to Wisepay to book your slots or email chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk if you wish to make a booking 

using child care vouchers. 

Mirror Images in Y2 

Our Y2 children have also been looking at the book Through 

the Magic Mirror, which has allowed our children to predict new 

images and create a street scene.  

 

 
 

Showing their Resilience 

Our Y5 children designed some 'resilience' superheroes recently, showing the ways they have shown resilience during 

lockdown. 

 

 
Ava A’s Social Hero 

 
Finn R’s Rock Hero 

 
Gwynnie R’s Happy to 
Help Hero 

 
Dylan D’s Two Meter 
Man 
 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1MTEzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1bW1lcnJlYWRpbmdjaGFsbGVuZ2Uub3JnLnVrL29uYm9hcmRpbmcvd2VsY29tZSJ9.vg5dJ8hiFP-XcpQyu98iP4Zl9_EbEM89blWnEj1HEYc/br/79512961116-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1MTEzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3N1bW1lcnJlYWRpbmdjaGFsbGVuZ2Uub3JnLnVrL29uYm9hcmRpbmcvd2VsY29tZSJ9.vg5dJ8hiFP-XcpQyu98iP4Zl9_EbEM89blWnEj1HEYc/br/79512961116-l
mailto:chawnera@stockportgrammar.co.uk


  

How Lola Sees the Sea 

Y5 English lessons saw our children studying figurative 

poetry recently. Lola F created this fabulous metaphor 

poem as an extension challenge. 

 

The sea is a fearless warrior 

As ancient as time. 

The sea is a pool of azure, crystal waters 

Lapping amongst the pine. 

 

The sea is an unwrinkled sheet of blue 

An oasis of calm. 

The sea is an underwater galaxy 

It has no fence apart from the palms. 

 

The sea floats in a vast sweet mystery 

Racing the riding tide. 

The sea with its sparkling, turquoise lagoon 

Waves sending a chorus of lies. 

 

So embrace the soothing seashore 

Whispering into the waves… 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer: A Tower!! 

 

 

 

 

A Landmark in Y2 

In their Humanities lessons our Y2 children have been 

learning about famous landmarks in England. They knew 

about Buckingham Palace, The Angel of North and Big 

Ben.  The most exciting new landmark for our boys and 

girls to learn about was Stonehenge, which was very 

timely, given the summer solstice this week! 

“Stonehenge is one of the oldest English landmarks. It is very 

famous.” Luca told us. “It’s made out of huge stones and they 

were transported from far away and nobody really knows how. 

Some people think it was carried on a boat.” Georgia has 

discovered. “Nobody for sure knows what it was really built 

for. It could be built for religious ceremonies, burials or to use 

like a calendar.” Azaan surmised. “Only important people 

were buried there.” Leo told us. Our boys and girls also had 

fun building their own Stonehenge using wooden blocks. 

 
 

 

 

Hubble, Bubble, Toil and Trouble! 

Our boys and girls in Reception have had a magical time this term, 

getting creative and messy, making magic potions! The children 

amazed their teachers with some fantastic spells and inventive 

words of magic. 

 

 

 

Y1 Go Down Under for Their Latest Art Lesson 

Our children in Y1 have been learning about Aboriginal Art as 

part of their work on Australia. Our boys and girls have been 

using a technique called Pointillism, first used by the artist 

George Seurat. Here are some fantastic examples of a tortoise 

from a birds-eye view. 

 
 

 
 

In Y1H, our boys and girls applied their newly found Pointillism 

skills to create some picture to put forward for the Chester 

Zoo fundraising book too! 

 
Fun fact: 

Do you know what a group of giraffes are called? Answer at the 

bottom of this page! 

 

 

 



Model Pupils 

Last week our Y5 children were asked to get creative in Maths and make 

a scale model. A lot of our children reconnected with Lego, making a 

variety of cars, speed boats and yachts, trees, the Eiffel Tower and even 

a garage wall. Other pupils used recycling materials from around their 

home; we saw models of houses, play equipment and even a TV.  

Our children then had to explain what scale they had used to make their 

model. Here’s a selection of creations: 

 

Emily R made a copy of her bed on a scale of 1:9. 

 

Gerard B-S made his entire bedroom out of cardboard with a scale of 

1:10. 

 

Benedict W copied his dog using Lego to one fifth of the original size. 

 

Freya I’s iPod ended up twice its normal size. 

 

Ethan T created the Etihad stadium, making a model around 280 times 

smaller than the real thing. 

 

Florence B copied her armchair to about one eighth of the original. 

 

We were very impressed with the range and creativity the 

children showed, and delighted that it gave them some time away from 

their screens. 

 

           
 

    
 

            
 

A Happy Birthday to… 

Nellia D, Daniel B-I, Alston L, Samantha W, Charlie D, Reese A, Maximus W, Bethany K, Al-Amin A, Sadie-May F, James W, 

Mina F, Kareem A, Freya I, Oliver J, Charlotte U, Sam D, Atyab S, Jack H, Marley S, Thomas C, Ollie D, Ayush G, Georgia S, 

Yahya I, Benedict W, Freddie L and Fergus D. 

Busy Bees in Y3 

As part of their Science work, our Y3 children 

have been designing and building bee houses to 

put up in their gardens. 

 
They thought carefully about the materials to use, 

where to put their bee hotels and which bees 

might use them.  

 

 

 
 

 



  

Very Hungry Caterpillars in Pre-Reception 

An exciting nature lesson for our Pre-R children took place 

this week. In the light of the sun, our boys and girls spotted a 

tiny (and very hungry!) caterpillar. On Monday they spotted 

two tiny and hungry caterpillars on a juicy green cabbage leaf. 

On Tuesday they spotted lots of small and hungry caterpillars 

on nibbled cabbage leaves. On Wednesday they spotted lots 

and lots of long and spotty caterpillars had munched and 

crunched through the cabbage leaves. 

On Thursday they spotted big caterpillars and not so many 

cabbage leaves left at all! On Friday, they spotted no 

caterpillars; they had all gone! 

 
Eventually our children found them – climbing up the windows 

of the classroom nearby and one had already made itself a 

chrysalis to sleep in. Our boys and girls are wondering what 

will happen next and are hoping to see lots of butterflies very 

soon. If they look very carefully, they may find that some baby 

caterpillars have just hatched!  

 
Pre-R pupil, Lilly, got an extra surprise too. After looking at 

the caterpillars, our children went for a walk and it was only 

when they got all the way to the Senior School field that Lilly 

spotted that a caterpillar had come with them - there ‘he’ was 

on Miss Clarke’s arm! So Lilly helped to carry him (named 

Colin by this point) all the way back to his cabbage leaf home.  

 

 

 
 

Sea of Tranquillity 

Our Reception children have loved listening to the story 

‘The Rainbow Fish’ this term. Our children heard how the 

fish became friends with the others in the ocean. This led 

to discussions on what makes a good friend, with our 

boys and girls producing some wonderful writing of their 

own ideas. Our children then shared the ways in which 

they are kind and what makes them a good friend. They 

made their own collage of rainbow fish and relaxed with 

some mindful fish colouring.  

 

Creative Play in Y1 

Our children in Y1H enjoyed an afternoon of creative fun 

by making various shapes and models with paper straws . 

 
 

 
 

 

 



  

Y6 Re-Create Art 

Our Y6 children created their own versions of some famous Art during a recent lesson. Our children used different media 

in some cases to produce some excellent and very creative pieces. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine A recreated The Girl with the Pearl Earring by Johannes Vermeer 

 

Isabel C-R created a beautiful version of Waterlilies by Monet 

 

Sadie C brought us a very tasty 

version of Flowers by David Hockney 

 

 
Samarth V posed for a fabulous Mater 

Dolorosa, from a workshop of Deiric 

Bouts 

 

 

Erin R, Bea S and Benji M all gave us a 

tranquil version of Quiet Noise by 

Parmis 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thomas S and Arthur W created a 3D model 

version of The Street Musician by L.S Lowry 

 

 

 

Jack D recreated The Lovers by Renee Magritte 

 



 

 

 

Inspired Poetry in Y6 

Earlier this year, author Onjali Q Rauf came to the Juniors to 

talk about her new book and also about refugees, something 

that she is extremely passionate about. This meeting with her, 

coupled with the work our boys and girls have been doing in 

English about refugees, has inspired some of our Y6 children to 

write poems dedicated to refugees, in the hope that they would 

be able to raise some money for Onjali’s charity Herstory. On 

the last page of the Ebook they have created a link to her page 

in the hope that parents will donate to this charity once they 

have read it. 

During their time of remote learning, ‘Poet’s corner’ was created 

where our children met every week and wrote poems around 

a theme.  

The book will be available soon to view on the Parent Portal. 

Do please have a look at the fabulous work and effort shown 

by our children and make a donation, if you can, to a very 

worthy charity. 

  
 

The Sky’s The Limit for Izzy 

Following the challenge set during a DT lesson in school 

on Friday, Y6 pupil Izzy C-R was inspired to improve on 

her first attempt at building a tower and tried a triangular-

based pyramid structure at home using spaghetti and 

marshmallows. It worked very well and produced a series 

of stable platforms which reached a height of 140cm (only 

10cm shorter than Izzy!). Had Izzy not run out of 

marshmallow, who knows how high the structure would 

have been! 

 
 

Virtual Reality for Y3 Residential 

As our Y3 children could not participate in their residential to 

Grasmere last week, those in school decided to do some 

activities here to replicate the activities they would have 

participated in. Although they were not able to visit the world 

famous gingerbread shop, located in the heart of the village of 

Grasmere, our boys and girls made their own and it was 

delicious! Mr Milnes declared that it scored an impressive 8 out 

of 10 (he’s very hard to please, our children decided). 

The children then had a go at sewing hand puppets and went on 

a walk to collect sticks and stones for their tracking activity. 

They had to make signs that read ‘Water ahead’, ‘Turn right, Turn 

left’, ‘Hunters return home’ and so on. Pictures were created 

using flowers, leaves and sticks before ending the two days of 

‘virtual Grasmere’ watching ‘The Famous Five’ whilst enjoying 

some popcorn. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  


