
Stockport Grammar Junior School 

SHARE A SMILE NEWSLETTER 5th June 2020 

 

Welcome to a bumper bumper edition of our Newsletter, covering the last few weeks. The work which the children have 

been doing has been fantastic and we have tried to showcase a range here. It is a great treat for me to be able to see the work 

which is being submitted online and I have enjoyed pictures and paintings, poetry recitations, musical performances and much 

more. Although many of their regular activities are not available at the moment, it has been great to see them finding other 

ways to keep themselves busy and to develop their learning in new ways. The children in school have also adapted to the new 

way of working and they are settling very well into their new routines. Of course, we all hope that it will not be too long 

before everyone can be back in school together. As I often say, the children are ‘the school’ and it is definitely not the same 

without them.  

I hope that everyone managed to enjoy some of the sunshine over half term. It has been something of a shock to find ourselves 

suddenly having to eat lunch inside and make plans for wet breaks. The sunniest May on record was lovely but I am very much 

hoping that we have not used up all the summer sunshine and that there is some left for me to sit out in once term is finished.  

My thanks to all the children who sent in pictures for Stepping Hill and Macclesfield Hospitals. They were very grateful to 

receive so many to decorate the wards. Mr Moose has asked me to mention that he still has his ‘wall of smiles’ and he is hoping 

that you will keep sending in ‘smiles’ to put on his display wall.  

 

 

Super Sisters’ Effort for Cancer Research 

Last month, on VE Day, Pearl was the support team on 

her bike as her sister, Florence, ran her first 10k in aid 

of Cancer Research. They set up a fund-raising page the 

week before and were overwhelmed with the support 

they received (which put the pressure on for a timely 

8am start!). They have so far raised a phenomenal 

£1,170. If you would like to make a donation, please 

click on the link below.  
 

 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ellen-

hughes4?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundr

aising&utm_content=ellen-

hughes4&utm_campaign=pfp-

whatsapp&utm_term=fd06c96cd13a400384ada93bf5f

e4040 
 

The NHS Rocks! 

Libbi in RC came up with a fantastic idea to raise money for 

the NHS. She painted some beautiful rainbow rocks and then 

made a fantastic box advertising them. She then put this 

outside her house.  

   
 
Bayla, also in RC, has created a very colourful and creative 

rainbow to pay tribute to all the lovely NHS staff. She used 

beads, buttons and cotton wool to make it.  

 
 

Holiday Care 

Our Holiday care will soon be available to book via Wisepay. 

Look out for the email confirmation.  This year we will be 

offering Holiday Care from Tuesday 7th July until Friday 21st 

August and also the two inset days Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 

2nd September. 
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Reception go Hunting for Minibeasts 

Reception children have continued getting creative whilst learning about animals and have enjoyed making frogs and 

spiders. Some children even tried to scare Mrs Coulson by sending her pictures of the real spiders that they had seen 

around their houses! The children have enthusiastically taken part in minibeast hunts and made their own fact files 

about different bugs.  

 
 

 

 
 

  

Y1 Science 

In their Science lessons, Y1 were observing the 

weather, especially how day length varies. 

In the morning we drew around the shadow of a 

cricket stump. We had to be quick because there 

wasn’t much sun. We were watching it all day and drew 

more shadows on (Mustafa). The shadow never stayed 

the same, it was changing very quickly (Lola). 

It was strange because the shadow was getting smaller 

in the morning. Then it was the shortest at noon, and 

then it was getting longer again (Jasmin). 

The Earth rotates and that’s why the shadow kept 

changing (Skyler). 

 

Eye of the Dragon 
Last week during their in-school Art lesson, Y1 and Y2 

made dragon eyes out of clay. They worked hard and 

had to push the glass eye inside the clay. Our children 

then made some patterns in the clay. This week they 

painted the dragon eyes with acrylic paint. Sebastian 

said ‘I used 2 colours, green and gold. I love my dragon eye.’  

 
 

 

Y4 Put Their Best Foot Forward 

As part of their Humanities lesson this week, our Y4 

children could choose to pack a bag ready to go hiking! 

They had to consider the dangers of hiking in the 

mountains, following some research, and include items 

to help them stay safe. 

Thomas C in Y4W was very well equipped for his hike! 

 

 



 
  

In School Pirate Day 

Both Y1 and Y2 enjoyed Pirate Day a few weeks ago. They 

designed and made Pirate sandwiches. We even had one parrot 

and some swords made out of food!  Our children really enjoyed 

making their own food. Sebastian said his sandwich was even 

better than his mum’s! Later our boys and girls tried pirate 

dancing, followed a treasure map, dug in an ocean of jelly and 

became marooned on a desert island where they enjoyed some 

fresh coconut, pineapple and watermelon! Georgia told us ‘The 

exciting part about today was the treasure hunt’. Hermione added 

‘We had a treasure map.  We had to follow it to find the treasure. 

We found a deserted island. We ate some coconut, pineapple and 

watermelon. Georgia liked coconut best but most of us liked 

pineapple’. Sebastian told us about the treasure, adding ‘We had 

sea jelly, we had to dig in it to find a chocolate coin. Some people 

didn’t like the jelly but I loved it!’ Azaan finished by saying ‘It was the 

best day ever!’ 

 
 

              At Home Pirates! 

All our Y1 children have been learning about Pirates. Our children were asked to make a pirate face using play dough or salt 

dough. They were encouraged to use techniques such as rolling, squeezing, cutting and to use tools to cut and make designs. 

Here are some examples from Benjamin C 1B, Eli G 1B, Mila Y 1B, James T 1E and Ammara 1E. All our Y1 children made 

some super pirate faces which the teachers enjoyed looking at. 

                                             
 

                 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



  

VE Day Dancing 

Ophelia in Y2 started practising a new dance for 

her competitions, it’s titled “24th October 1945 - 

The Day my Daddy Came Home” it’s all about a 

little girl waiting for her daddy to return from war. 

The music is beautiful and actually has the original 

announcement on the wireless announcing the end 

of the war! She has drawn a picture and written a 

card to accompany it - so very apt given her recent 

Humanities work! 

 
 

 

Y2 Go Wild for Habitats 

Y2 have been learning about different habitats.  

George and Gene found a cute rabbit in its Warren! 

  
Ophelia completed a fantastic piece of work comparing the 

wildlife in her garden with the wildlife found in a nature reserve: 
 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y2 Habitat Artwork 

In a continuation of their work on habitats and as part of their Art lesson, Y2 were asked to create an animal in their local 

habitat. They were given the freedom to choose any medium they wanted. Mrs Hurst was so impressed with their work. 

Luca created a Tarsier in a rainforest, Ellenor painted a great tit in the garden and Matthew painted a scary shark in the 

deep blue sea!  
 

     
 
 
 
 



  

Y3K Have Fun Making VE Day Bunting 

As part of VE Day celebrations, Y3K designed some impressive 

bunting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well Done Zain!

Congratulations to Zain in 

Y3 for gaining his yellow 

belt in Taekwondo. Zain 

has been practising 

Taekwondo for four years 

and this latest grading took 

place on Zoom.  

 

                     

Baking by Numbers 

Y2 had great fun practising Maths in a real life situation. 

Our boys and girls were learning about weights and 

measures so had to weigh out ingredients and make flap 

jacks. It’s a hard life for Ellenor, Zeidan and Jepp! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Zoom! Book Club 

Ellie and Emma (both 3H) have set up an online book club where 

they read a book to each other online using zoom. They “meet” 

online every day at 3:30 and sit and read to each other. They 

really look forward to it at the end of the “school” day. Perhaps 

you would like to set one up with your friends? 

 

 
 

Family Pride 

Shawn in Y5 was delighted to receive a letter from the 

Chief Executive of the Northern Care Alliance NHS 

Group praising his father’s work for the NHS. He was 

proud to discover that he is part of the NCA Family! 
 

 
 

 



 
  

Year 3 Maths – Pictograms 

As part of Maths lessons, Y3 used data from a book called 

'If the World Were a Village' by David J. Smith and Shelagh 

Armstrong. The children were tasked with finding creative 

ways to present the data in a pictogram. Erin, Maeve and 

Georgina’s impressive efforts are below. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 3 English – The Enchanted Wood 

Y3 have been continuing their work on The Enchanted Wood 

and thinking about where they would like the Faraway Tree 

to take them. Using their imagination, our children described 

the places they would visit using brilliant vocabulary. This 

included Bouncing Land where you could bounce on the soft, 

pillowy floor, Magical Bluebell Wood where there was a 

beautiful stream of trickling, clear water and the Land of Fun 

and Games where you could meet small and peculiar 

creatures.  

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Science  

In Science, Y3 have been looking at the different parts of a 

flower and had a go at dissecting them, separating out all of 

the parts and naming them.  

 
 

Sophia in Y3, with help from her brother Rory in PR, have 

been busy experimenting with mixing colours and making 

crystals. 

 
 

 

Post Box Orienteering Challenge 

Abigail & Georgina S (3H, 1E) and Alex W (1E) took part 

in a post box orienteering challenge last month. They 

wanted to show you their medals and certificates. Each 

child paired up with an adult and had to locate as many 

post boxes as possible within 45 minutes, by locating them 

on a map, and they covered distances of up to 4 miles.                             

 
 



  

 A beautiful seascape created by Pearl H in Y4 

 

 

Newsletter Gallery 

Take a moment to enjoy these fabulous paintings, drawings and photos – all done from home 
 

Jenna in Y5 would like to brighten up your day by sharing her flower photos. She has been making the most of the lovely 

weather by practising her photography skills to capture these beautiful blooms in all their glory. Her favourite is the dandelion! 

 
 
Jessica in Y6 has demonstrated real artistic flair with her portraits and vibrant animal drawings. 

 

 
 

   

Hattie in Y4 has continued to improve her sewing skills and 

has made this fantastic cushion! 

 

 



  

Well Done Sophia!

Double congratulations to Sophia M in Y5 who 

gained her Brownies charity badge by doing chores 

to raise money for her local foodbank during 

lockdown. She also achieved a Merit on her Grade 

2 tap exam. Sophia’s mum said “she worked really hard 

to get a great result. Sophia finds Mr Wheeler 

inspirational and when he tries to do new challenges she 

likes to see him progress and it helps to know that 

everything takes practice, even for Mr Wheeler!”  

 

Rising to the Challenge

Ethan T and Alex P of 5C fitted in as much exercise as they could 

for the SGS v CHS Virtual Fixture 7 Day exercise challenge last 

week, organised by Mr Cooke.  

They decided to exercise jointly in their respective gardens 

(whilst observing social distancing rules) and compared their 

scores to spur each other on. Here they are in action! 

 

  

On the Bounce 

James W in Y2 was inspired to raise money for the NHS 

after seeing his neighbours selling unwanted items from 

their front garden.  With mum’s encouragement, he came 

up with the idea of a Bum Drop Challenge! And so far, he’s 

raised £164, which he’s delighted by! 

He completed the challenge – 300 bum drops (drops to a 

seated position on the trampoline, bouncing back to 

standing), no stopping, on Thursday. If you would like to 

donate, please visit: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jamesbumdropchal

lenge  

 

 Y4 Virtual Digital Photography Club 

   
 

 

  

A number of Year 4 pupils have joined Mrs Hutchinson’s virtual digital photography club. This 

involves taking photographs of a 'theme' for that week and uploading them to 

the virtual 'Photography Club' classroom.  They have had weekly 'Meets' to share and discuss 

their photos.  A difficult task for the children is voting for their favourite photo by choosing one 

that they think best represents the theme.  It really is a challenging decision as all of the photos 

are simply superb!!  

 

Last week’s theme was 'things' that began with their initials. It was a close vote but the 'Photo 

of the Week' belongs to Pearl and her stunning photo of Patch - Well done Pearl!! 

 

Reception Visit the Deep Blue Sea 

Our boys and girls have been painting jellyfish as part of 

their ‘under the sea’ topic this week. Our children used glue 

to create the shape of a jellyfish and then poured salt over 

the top. Our children then used watercolours to paint their 

jellyfish.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jamesbumdropchallenge
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jamesbumdropchallenge


 
 
 
  

Y6 Poetry 

In response to the book ‘Cirque du Freak’, Benji in Y6 wrote this fantastic narrative poem from the perspective of a 

performer: 

  

I couldn’t do it. 

Nothing would bring me to step onto that stage. I was petrified, stuck in the same position, my brain was screaming in agony and 

my legs were concrete as I watched the crowd - unseen in the shadows. 

My grotesquely deformed legs and knees reeled in attention I so wished wasn’t mine, my wonky, distinctive crawl. The audience 

were screaming and shouting in glee at the freak before me, but then all the ricocheting noise died down.  

It had come.  

My time to perform. 

 

As I crawled backwards onto the still, silent stage, I was a grasshopper in a wild meadow full of hungry, vicious crows. They bit and 

clawed at my self-conscience, it tore and broke, threatening to snap.  

I suddenly noticed as I looked around in terror - scared and despairing - that the crowd was not shouting and jeering, they were 

expectant, waiting.  

They were ready for the show, the show of Dragonfly girl. 

 

I was in the moment, I was also enjoying it as I tumbled down like a sycamore seed, graceful and delicate.  

Like a bird who had finally taken flight after years of practice, I jumped from pole to mountainous platform; whilst throughout I 

felt an absolute sense of joy and belonging.  

My arms held in a graceful sweep - I landed perfectly on the worn wooden planks, adrenaline pumping through my veins. 

 

It was over, I was through the torrential storm. 

It was amazing, I finally felt I belonged somewhere.  

I had a home finally. 

At first the crowd was a group of hyenas; raucous, bloodthirsty and terrible as they jeered, mocked and taunted at me.  

Then I seemed to relax into my role, I flew and floated, spun and shone, twirled and twizzled, in front of the onlookers - no longer 

jeering.  

Holding their breaths and cheering when I landed, they loved the Dragonfly girl.  

No. 

They loved me! 

 

‘Lockdown to Success’ 

Sadie F in Y5 found out last week that she was the runner up 

in a creative writing competition organised by British Dressage 

Northern. The challenge was to write a 500 word story with 

the title “Lockdown to Success”. The writing competition was 

judged by Islay Auty who is a dressage coach, judge and author. 

Sadie won a head collar for her pony. Well done on a fantastic 

achievement Sadie! 

 

 

What have you been learning at home? Remember 

to share your pictures and stories with us to be 

included in a future edition of our Newsletter. Could 

you write an article for us or share a book review? 

Have you learnt a new skill or taken up a new hobby 

which you can recommend?  

You can email us on sgjs@stockportgrammar.co.uk 

Scouts Honour 

Alexander J in Y4 achieved his Chief Scout Silver 

Award recently which is the highest award he can get 

in Cubs.  It was awarded to him by the Scouting 

District Commissioner for the City of Manchester 

during a virtual camp fire last week. Alexander has also 

been asked to join the City of Manchester Scouts At 

Home team who are creating challenging badges to 

keep children engaged during lockdown.  He is the 

only child in his group and has the responsibility of 

helping to create the idea for the badge and the 

criteria.   

The first video link was launched recently 

https://youtu.be/WJltOVkN7xA and Alexander 

features at about 1min 20secs. 

 

https://youtu.be/WJltOVkN7xA


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Mr Moose’s Ever 

Expanding Wall of Smiles 

Mr Moose loves seeing all the 

smiles you have sent in and he 

has managed to fill a whole 

‘wall of smiles’.  
You can draw a picture of a 

smile or send in a photo to 

add to his new wall. Mr 

Moose would love to hear 

from you and you can email 

on 

moose@stockportgrammar.

co.uk 

A Night Under the Stars 

Emily and Holly B, along with their mummy, took 

part in the nationwide Stay At Home Sleep Out a few 

nights ago. A special initiative this year, due to 

everyone staying safe at home. Mrs B normally takes 

part in the fundraiser which sees business leaders 

(and their children) sleep in a tent in their garden 

for a night, raising funds for The Trussell Trust. As 

part of this year’s event (which was live on Zoom 

and Facebook) participants heard from the charities 

themselves and how the fundraising efforts help 

them, before participated in an 80s flash-mob dance 

class and a guitar sing along before bed. Mrs B told 

us ‘It was a fabulous night but it’s certainly a quiet day 

today in the Beaumont household! Emily and Holly were 

brilliant as it was also their first time sleeping in a tent!’ 

Below is a link to their Just Giving Page which gives 

a little more detail about what Emily and Holly did 

and why. If you would like to donate, please visit: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/TeamBexley

Beaumont 

https://ceosleepoutuk.com/stay-home-sleepout/  

 

Reception Enjoy The Great Outdoors 

Earlier this week, our Reception children tried some transient art 

outside in the lovely weather. Our boys and girls were very creative and 

made butterflies, people, bonfires and many other patterns. They 

hunted for lots of natural materials that they could use.  

 
 

 

 

A Tasty Lesson for Sophia 

Our Y4 children have been looking at a non-fiction topic 

on Cornwall in their English lessons recently. Sophia and 

her family really got into the spirit of things when they 

decided to have a Cornish feast - what a delicious way to 

learn! 

 

 

Save Chester Zoo 

You may have read that Chester Zoo is desperately in need of 

financial support to ensure that the zoo stays open for us 

and future generations to enjoy. More information can be found 

here: https://www.chesterzoo.org/news/chester-zoo-told-

to-prepare-to-remain-closed-indefinitely-putting-the-

future-survival-of-the-zoo-at-risk/ 

We would like everybody across the whole school to help by 

sending us something to show "What Chester Zoo means to 

you..."  This could be a memory, a picture, a poem, a drawing, a 

written opinion, anything really! We hope to include as many of 

your drawings and written pieces as possible in a book which we 

will then sell to raise funds for the zoo. We have one of the best 

zoos in the world an hour away from school, we must do all we 

can to keep it. Please note that work will need to be submitted 

digitally, either as a document or an image or 

photograph.                                                                            

      

This is a joint project with the Senior School and all work should 

be completed by 19th June.  
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Pre-Reception – All things Art and Beautiful! 

From ROARsome lions to fluttering butterflies – here are some photos of some amazing art and craft work from the 

children in Pre-Reception over the last few weeks.  

      
 

     
 

       
 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LAMDA – Outstanding Set Designs 

LAMDA Speech and Drama Pupils have been working on performances of chosen scenes for their Lamda Exams and classes 

have continued online. Pupils were asked to carefully consider the location of their scenes and design the set in a box for our 

competition.  All the pupils worked really hard and the attention to detail was well considered. All of the sets are wonderful. 

The project gave pupils a creative and educational activity to work on at home during lockdown which they really enjoyed. 

Some whole families got involved in helping make the sets too! 

Mrs Bates would like their work to be shared and celebrated and has provided some samples below. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

A Happy Birthday To… 

Evelyn T, Beatrice S, Amara I, Georgina E, Annabel E, Hermione M, Ella M, Ammara I, Theo K, Sadie C, Poppy S, Harry M, 

Thomas H, Raphael L, Ethan S, Sam H, Alex P, James T, Ava M, Ali M, Uso U, Eva M, Clara Z, Georgina S, Qasim Q, Finn 

M, Nellia D, Danielm B-I, Alson L and Samantha W. 

 

 


