
 

Curriculum 

Autumn 2020 
 

 

We hope that this brief information is useful and will provide you with an 

insight into the work your child will be doing this term. 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to 

speak to your child’s teacher or to Mrs Ehegartner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum   

EYFS: Autumn Term 2020 

 

Pre-Reception Literacy: 

Our focus this term will be on Phase 1 phonics which concentrates on children’s 

speaking and listening skills. We will screen all the children on the Wellcomm 

programme to assess their speech, sentence construction, understanding and 

vocabulary level.  

Small group activities will enable us to target areas that may need to be 

strengthened. Phase 2 phonics will gradually be introduced through Letters and 

Sounds using synthetic phonics, a fun and practical programme which introduces 

letter sounds. We will work on lots of gross and fine motor skills to develop 

dexterity and to encourage your child to establish a dominant hand if they have 

not already done so.  

Activities will include ‘squiggle whilst you wiggle’, threading, funky finger games 

and lots of opportunities to mark-make with different media. Every day, we will 

sing songs, Nursery Rhymes and read stories with the children to encourage a 

love of stories and talk about them.  

We will also provide the time to re-read favourite stories to develop your child’s 

confidence to re-tell and learn a story by heart. Story shelves with small world 

toys to re-enact a story will help with this and will also provide the opportunity 

for talk and imaginative play.  

The children will be able to choose and bring home a ‘bedtime’ story book to 

share with you. We will introduce the stories ‘Maisie Starts Nursery’, ‘Hedgehugs’ 

and ‘Bear Snores On’ as talking points with the children as they start school.    

Reception Literacy: 

Phonics will be taught through letters and sounds each day. Children will revisit 

all of the Phase 2 digraphs this term and will begin to learn how to apply these 

sounds in their reading and writing. There will be a heavy focus on segmenting 

and blending during the first term. We will also start to learn some of the Phase 

3 digraphs.  

Handwriting will be taught through the Think Write handwriting scheme. In 

writing, children will think about themselves and also be introduced to several 

dinosaur stories, such as, ‘Harry and the Dinosaurs, ‘Jumpus Bumpus 



Dinosaurumpus’, ‘Crunch Much Dinosaur Lunch’ and ‘Dinosaurs in my School’ to 

develop their writing. We will spend a lot of time talking about stories and will 

begin to encourage children to write words and labels in response to the stories. 

In the second half term we will introduce the children to several space stories, 

such as, ‘Star in the Jar’, ‘The Marvellous Moon Map’ and ‘Moustronaut’.  

We will be encouraging children to use their imaginations whilst completing 

treasure hunts and designing their own moon maps. The children will write lists 

and begin to plan their own adventures. In addition, there will be many reading 

opportunities and story times to enhance work done through the reading 

scheme. 

Reception Mathematics: 

Children will be counting up to 20 and matching a number of items to a numeral. 

We will be focusing on counting accurately using one-to-one correspondence. 

The children will also focus on patterns and learn to copy, describe and continue 

certain patterns. Children will be introduced to language relating to time and we 

will concentrate on the days of the week.   

In the second half term, the children will begin to count beyond 20 up to 100. 

They will compare and order numbers and begin to write numerals up to 10. The 

children will be introduced to some 2D shapes and will start to describe them. 

We will look at money and start to talk about the fact that different coins have 

different values. The children will work on one more than and one less than and 

learn about teen numbers being 10 plus some more.  

Pre-Reception Mathematics: 

The children will work on a maths activity every day, with lots of counting and 

sorting encouraged as part of their play. We will sing counting songs at carpet 

time which often involve lots of movement! Planned activities will provide the 

opportunity to count to 5 and then 10, recognise digits to 10, play games such 

as ‘bears on a board’, make patterns, sort and measure. We will collect leaves in 

Autumn for pattern making and sorting, compare and measure twigs collected 

on welly walks, go on number and shape hunts around school and use money 

when we play shop.   

Our play areas are set up to enable the children to use their mathematical skills 

without realising. For example, when accessing resources they will sort pencils 

into their coloured pot, tidy away the duplo pieces by sorting them into boxes for 

four or eight spots, and find that the longest wooden blocks need to be stored 

separately as they won’t fit on the shelf. Staff play alongside the children to ask 

a range of questions to extend and promote their mathematical thinking.      

 

           



Subject  Reception  

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 

Settling the children into 
Pre-R and to establish a 

daily routine, building each 
child’s confidence and 
skills to enable them to 

make good progress over 
the year. 

Behaviour. School rules 

and expectations. 

Manners. Emotions.  

Bonfire night and 

keeping safe. Feelings. 

Things that are 

important to us.  

Communication and 
Language  

What makes me the 
wonderful boy / girl that I 

am? 
Autumn and Christmas 

time.   
 

Puppet shows. Retells. 
Seasons. Show and Tell: 

My summer holiday, my 
favourite toy, my 

favourite book, my 
hobbies, something 
special to me, night sky 

observations, space 
facts.  

 

Physical Development  

(P.E. and Swimming) 
 
 

 
 

In PE the focus will be on 

developing pupil’s spatial 

awareness, movement 

skills and hand/feet to eye 

coordination. Pupils will 

use a range of equipment 

to enhance their 

progression. 

In swimming, we will be 

increasing water 

confidence and making 

sure we have fun in water! 

We will all wear aids to 

help us feel more 

comfortable and confident.  

PE key curriculum areas: 

Speed, agility, football, 
target throwing, 
gymnastics, athletics 

 

In swimming, strokes 

will be introduced once 

confidence in the water 

is established. Children 

will initially wear aids to 

promote enjoyment. 

 

Understanding the 
World  

 
 
 

 

Me 
My Nursery (PreR) 

Welly walks 
Autumn  
Celebrations: Harvest, 

Diwali, Christmas and 
birthdays, family events 

Planting. 

People who help us. 
Similarities and 

differences. Myself and 
other living things. 
Dinosaur fossils. 

Seasons. Light sources. 
Gravity. Astronauts and 

how they live. 
Christmas.  

Computing 
 
 

 

Look at technology around 
school and home.  

Look at technology 
around school and 
home.  



MFL 

 
 
 

 
 

Children will be learning to 

say hello and goodbye, say 

their name and ask for 

another person’s name. 

They will practise counting 

to 10 and ask how 

someone is feeling and say 

how they feel. 

 

Children will learn to say 

hello/goodbye in French. 
Ask and say their name 
and age, say how they 

are feeling and learn 
how to count to 12 in 

French. They will also 
learnt to recognise and 
repeat classroom 

instructions. 
 

 

Expressive Art and 

Design  
 
 

 
 

 

Learn how to access and 

use resources. 

Small world and role play.  

Self-portraits, colours, 

finger printing, mark-
making, hand & foot 
prints, collages, cut & 

stick, singing and dancing. 

Self-portraits. Crazy hair 

pictures. Dinosaur 

skeletons. Papier Mache 

dinosaur eggs. Leaf 

rubbings. Conker rolling. 

Bonfire pictures. Painting 

the night sky. Junk 

model rockets and moon 

buggies. Winter art and 

Christmas crafts.  

Music  
 

 
 
 

How to listen and respond 

using words and actions. 

They will develop a 

repertoire of fun songs and 

rhymes, learning and 

repeating these. 

Introducing simple 
percussion instruments, 

grouping by sound, 
playing quietly and 
loudly and using 

symbols and signs to 
play. 

Year group singing 
sessions will develop 

vocal skills and increase 
repertoire, including the 
Christmas songs for the 

nativity. 
 

 


