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This subject is open to anyone who is interested in the culture of the ancient world, whether or 
not they have previously studied Classical Civilisation or Latin at GCSE. All topics and texts are 
studied in English: there is no language requirement. The course is varied but coherent, looking 
at many different aspects of Greek culture. Through a broad examination of the culture of the 
Greeks; Classical Civilisation students have a point of reference from which to analyse the culture 
and society of any other civilisation, up to and including the modern world.

Classical Civilisation combines well with any other humanity or with a language, but has also been 
enjoyed by students wishing to broaden their choice of subjects. Increasingly, students are continuing 
their studies of the Classical World at university. Students who may wish to apply for Oxbridge to read 
Classics should choose both Latin and Classical Civilisation at A Level.

Classical Civilisation can be continued at university with or without the addition of an ancient language. 
Individual courses offer opportunities to specialise in Literature, Ancient History, Philosophy, Art and 
Architecture or Archaeology.

Classicists are valued in a wide variety of careers as the subject teaches students how to analyse 
information and then how to form and express their own opinions.

Topics to be studied in the Lower Sixth:

Homer’s Iliad - We will read one of the greatest works of Western literature. Set in the last year of the 
Trojan War, the poem centres on the heroic rage of the Greek hero Achilles, after he is dishonoured 
by Agamemnon the leader of the army. Achilles abstains from the war, only returning after the death 
of his closest friend. The poem explores the psychology of war and those caught up in it. The Iliad 
includes some of the most memorable characters from the ancient world; Helen, Paris, Hector, Priam, 
Odysseus and Ajax.

Invention of the barbarian - The wars between the Greeks and Persians (which included the famous 
battle at Marathon and the heroic stand of the 300 Spartans at Thermopylae) were a central part of 
what has come to be known as Classical culture. The Greeks used these victories to develop the first 
notions of “western” ideology. This topic considers the representation of the Persians and other eastern 
races in Greek art, drama and history. A central part of the course is a study of Medea: a powerful 
tragedy concerning an eastern princess and her terrible revenge against the man who wronged her.

Topics to be studied in the Upper Sixth:

Virgil’s Aeneid - The Aeneid is the greatest work of Roman literature. The power and relevance of the 
poetry are still felt today. The poem centres on the struggles and self-sacrifice of the hero Aeneas who 
escapes from the smouldering embers of Troy and leads a band of desperate refugees to the shores 
of Italy. Students will continue to develop their analysis skills and will enjoy forming and arguing their 
opinions on Aeneas’ heroism and the use of the Aeneid as political propaganda for the Augustan 
regime, as well as considering many other key themes.

Love and Relationships - The poets and thinkers 
of the ancient world were just as fascinated and 
puzzled by love as we are today. The ethics 
involved in ancient relationships were complex 
and fiercely debated. The views of philosophical 
thinkers such as Plato and Seneca are examined 
and we consider how relevant their philosophy 
was to their world and ours. The topic also 
includes a study of how sexual relationships are 
represented by Sappho, a rare female voice from 
the ancient world, and the Roman poet, Ovid.

We will be following the OCR syllabus. No 
coursework is set in this subject.

Lower Sixth Form perform ‘Andromache’


