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Religious Studies is a rigorous academic subject that encourages students to develop an interest 
in the study of religion and belief and how it relates to the wider world. In addition to gaining an 
in-depth knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs and practices, students are required 
to critically examine traditional religious, philosophical and ethical theories in an attempt to 
understand and challenge conventionally accepted wisdom.

Religious Studies aims to develop students’ appreciation of religious thought and its contribution to 
the individual, communities and society. Through the systematic study of religious, philosophical and 
ethical issues, students are encouraged to adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to both 
the study of religion and to their own values, beliefs and attitudes.

What does the course consist of?
Students who opt for Religious Studies will be required to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and 
skills in two broad areas: Philosophy of Religion & Ethics and Study of Religion. Both components will 
be studied from the perspective of Christianity.

Component 1: Philosophy of Religion & Ethics
Section A: Philosophy of Religion
• Arguments for the existence of God  • Religious language
• Evil and suffering    • Miracles
• Religious experience    • Self and life after death

Section B: Ethics and Religion
• Ethical theories    • Free will and moral responsibility
• Issues of human life and death   •  Conscience
•  Issues of animal life and death   • Bentham and Kant
• Introduction to meta ethics

Component 2: Study of Religion
Section A: Study of Religion
• Sources of wisdom and authority  • Religion, gender and sexuality
• God/gods/ultimate reality   •  Religion and science
•  Self, death and the afterlife   • Religion and secularisation
• Good conduct and key moral principles  •  Religion and religious pluralism
• Expression of religious identity
 
Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and religion
• How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on philosophy of religion in relation

to the issues studied.

Section C: The dialogue between ethical studies and religion
• How religion is influenced by, and has an influence on ethical studies in relation to the

issues studied.

Assessment
The course consists of 100% external assessment. There is no coursework element. Pupils will take two, 
three-hour examinations at the end of their Upper Sixth year. Paper 1 - Philosophy of Religion and 
Ethics; Paper 2 - Study of Religion and Dialogues.

Where to next?
This subject is relevant to all walks of life, but the following careers require a particular understanding 
of the issues which are examined: teaching, law, politics, medicine, nursing, social work, broadcasting, 
archaeology and business. Religious Studies also complements study in other arts subjects as well as 
developing critical thinking skills that can complement more scientific areas of study. A Level Religious 
Studies is an excellent foundation for further study in many areas including Theology, Philosophy, 
Politics, Law and Medicine.

Who should study RS?
Religious belief is not a pre-requisite for this course of study – students may successfully study this 
subject coming from any religious background or none. What students require in order to achieve in 
this subject is an enquiring mind, the ability to analyse and debate complex theories and also the ability 
to offer alternative perspectives.


