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Studying German

German is one of the most important and prestigious languages in Europe and its mastery
opens doors to many different spheres of work.

At SGS, we prepare pupils for the AQA GCSE German examination.
By the end of the course, pupils will be able to communicate effectively in most
situations - as a tourist in a German speaking country or when acting as host to German
speakers here in England. The course provides a sound basis for further study of German
at A-level and beyond.

There are three main themes:

• Identity and Culture
• Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest
• Current and Future Study and Employment

The examination is taken at the end of Fifth Year and there are four papers.
There is no coursework.

• Paper 1 – Listening (25%)
Candidates will hear recordings of native speakers and answer either with a 
non-verbal response or a short phrase / sentence in German or English.

• Paper 2 – Reading (25%)
Candidates respond to questions relating to German passages of varying lengths. 
Questions are answered in English, German or non-verbally. There is also a short 
translation from German into English.

• Paper 3 - Speaking (25%)
This lasts for 12 minutes and takes place in the April of Fifth Year. It is conducted, 
recorded and marked by the pupil’s teacher. There are 3 sections: role-play, photo
card and general conversation. 

• Paper 4 – Writing (25%)
There are two short essays (90 words and 150 words), as well as a short translation 
into German.

The course followed is AQA GCSE German (Higher) and it is supplemented by other
materials e.g. Mach Mit and Echo.  All pupils continue to have regular access to the
language laboratory and multi media centre. Pupils have regular contact with the
language assistant in the Fourth and Fifth Year.

Pupils also have the opportunity to take part in the German exchange programme with
pupils from a school in Bad Segeberg in North Germany. This is a well established and
popular programme which has been running for more than 20 years.  Our pupils go to
Germany usually during October half term and the German pupils come to Stockport
in February. 
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