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Studying History

Just as history has made our world what it is, history can also be a key part of your future.
Learn how studying history informs the present and gives you the skills you need to
prepare for the future.

Apart from being very interesting, history is useful for a host of different careers, and
life too! In fact, history is very practical and teaches you vital skills that employers want,
because it involves:

• Learning about people  - how they interact, differing perspectives and interpretations, 
the motives and emotions that can tear people apart into rival factions or help them
to work together for a common cause (useful knowledge for team-building at work).

• Learning to locate and sift facts  - in today's internet-based, information overloaded 
world, employers really appreciate someone who can sift through the evidence to 
find the vital information  - a skill that history is better placed than any other subject 
to help you develop.

• Handling evidence to make informed decisions  - to identify truth and recognise myth, 
propaganda and downright lies (useful in every aspect of life).

• Communicating your ideas and thoughts in a way that makes sense to others  - 
whether that be verbally or in essays, graphs or illustrated reports  - and having the 
confidence to defend your findings. These skills are vital for arguments and 
presentations in a range of careers.

• Learning about countries, societies and cultures  - so many of today's conflicts and 
alliances have their roots in the past; how can you understand, trade successfully 
with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its culture or history?

The Course Content

The course is divided into three main areas. Each area covers arguably the most
significant events to occur in the Twentieth century.

International Relations Since 1919 (Core Content) 
• Were the peace treaties of 1919-1923 fair?
• To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
• Why had international relations collapsed by 1939?
• Who was to blame for the Cold War?
• How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism?
• How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948-1989?

Germany 1918-1945 (Depth Study)
• The Weimar Republic 1918-1933
• The Rise of the Nazi Party
• Hitler’s Germany 1933-1945

America 1918-1941 (Depth Study for Coursework)
Pupils will complete one piece of coursework during the IGCSE course. It will be
completed in the Fifth Year on the American New Deal period. 

Assessment of the Course
Written Examination NEA/Coursework

73% 27%
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The department follows the CIE (Cambridge) IGCSE History course. Pupils sit two
examinations at the end of the Fifth Year and submit one coursework essay. 

• Paper One: International Relations 1918-1989; Germany 1918-1945 
• Paper Two: An aspect of International Relations 1918-1989 (source paper) 
• Paper Three: Coursework on aspects of American History

Further Information
For further information, please speak to Mr Leng, or visit www.cie.org.uk.
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